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	ISSUE
	LEAD  STATES / PROVINCES
	ACTION ITEMS

tc \l2 "ACTION ITEMS

	COMMENTS
	SUGGESTIONS FOR MEETING IN CA

	Animal Health Issues

Coordinating Feed Standards
	Leads:  Alberta, Montana, North Dakota

Others:  Idaho, Kentucky, Illinois, West Virginia, California, Washington, Wyoming, Saskatchewan, Florida, New York, Missouri, Georgia, Kansas

Leads:  Manitoba, Montana

Others:  Alberta, British Columbia, Washington, Minnesota, Missouri
	1. - Monitor and share information regarding the handling and disposal of Specified Risk Materials as they relate to BSE. 
2. - Monitor and evaluate surveillance and testing measures for high-risk cattle. 
3. -Report on proactive approaches for maintaining and building consumer confidence in the nation(s food supply.

4. - Follow-up with the CCA on animal health issues including BSE, anaplasmosis, blue tongue, brucellosis and tuberculosis, discussed at the September 2003 meeting in Boise, Idaho.

5. Present Canadian feed standards to the U.S. Feed Control officials for evaluation.

- Conduct a side-by-side comparison of Canadian and U.S. feed standards and provide recommendations for improvement for producer protection.
	Industry members report that the process and requirements for registering feed(s) differs between provinces and states.  States and provinces should work with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency to develop a set of procedures to coordinate feed registration standards and processes that address potential changes in feed manufacturing while providing for a more balanced trade process through harmonization.  The current BSE situation has focused attention on regulations regarding SRM(s in feed.  This could be a good working model to demonstrate how harmonized feed regulations could work across the states/provinces and between the two countries.
	-  Update on BSE initiatives in Cda and U.S.

-  Report on Cda/U.S. activities - unclear if part of PSAG mandate other then to report on current initiatives being undertaken by other parties.

- RE: Action #4 - Progress ReportBased on comments column, Alberta suggests moving to BSE discussion under Animal Health Issues.

U.S. agrees to move issue under Animal Health Issues. 

- Unsure how this issue will unfold - will Cda(s removal of SRMs from feed trump discussions.

	Agricultural Biotechnology


	Leads:  Manitoba, North Dakota

Others:  Minnesota, Alberta, , Kansas, Iowa, Idaho


	6. - Draft PSAG correspondence to federal officials to highlight the importance of this issue, the critical need to assess marketplace acceptance of biotech products, and the need for the U.S. and Canada to simultaneously develop a complementary policy approach based upon science and recognized consumer acceptance.

7. 
	8. -  Letter sent (June 25) to Bob Speller, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, and Ann Veneman, USDA Secretary, outlining concerns and recommendations for dealing with biotech products. 

9. - AAFC Minister of Agriculture (Mitchell) response dated November 1.

10. - USDA Undersecretary (Hawks) response dated September 15.

11. 
	- Cda requests update on NASDA policy and task force

-Other options:

- Report on Biosafety Protocol - Cda/U.S. perspective and potential impacts – CCA Update?

WTO GMO Panel Update

-CCA Update?

	Seed Lab Certification
	Leads:  Idaho, New Brunswick

Others:  Maine, Oregon, Washington


	12. - Final review of accredited program by the CFIA and acceptance of standards in Canada.
	13. 
	- Suggest removal of item once a written confirmation is received by USDA.

	Pesticide Harmonization
	Leads:  Saskatchewan, North Dakota

Others:  Montana, Florida, British Columbia, Prince Edward Island
	14. - Urge support for legislation in both Canada and the U.S. to require the use of joint, mutually acceptable labels for agricultural pesticides registered in both countries.

15. - Request legislative or administrative solutions to allow for mutual acceptance of MRLs to prevent use of Sanitary and Phytosanitary barriers to free trade in pesticide-treated commodities.

16. 
	17. - Letters (June 17) have been sent to the CCA, Congressional leaders, and officials from the USDA, USTR and FDA outlining bilateral harmonization issues with regard to pesticides and Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs).

18. USEPA (S.Hazen) response dated July 20.

19. 
	- Suggest update on NAFTA TWG Pulse Pilot Project – CCA Update?

- Circulate Alberta and Montana Study on pesticide price differences


	Country of Origin Labeling
	Leads:  Alberta, Florida

Others:  Manitoba, Ontario, North Dakota, Saskatchewan, Quebec, Utah, Montana
	20. - Monitor the development of a stringent, voluntary COOL program by retailers.

21. - Monitor the impact of COOL on fish once the mandatory program is implemented in September 2004.

22. 
	23. 

	- Montana report on State level legislation.

- Continue to monitor impact on fish/seafood 

	Nursery Stock
	Leads:  , British Columbia, Oregon, Washington,

Others:  Idaho, Missouri, Alaska
	24. - Follow-up regional industry meeting in 2004 to continue discussions on nursery and floriculture issues and opportunities.

25. 
	26. Follow-up government-industry regional meeting that was held in October 2004 in Victoria, BC. 

27. 
	- Table B.C. Meeting Report.

- Industry will now lead. Suggest removal of item / completed. 

	Apples
	Leads:  New York, Nova Scotia, Ontario

Others:  Michigan, West Virginia, Washington
	28. - Continue to pursue joint regional Northeast apple production, quality and marketing possibilities through joint discussions.

29. -  July 8-9, 2004 meeting in Nova Scotia expressed desire to move towards sharing and coordination of research agendas for possible research collaborations.  Marketing collaboration will take longer to achieve.

30. 
	31. 
	- Table report on N.S. Meeting.

- Confirm if NY to host next meeting.

	Bioterrorism and Biosecurity
	Leads:  Nova Scotia, New Jersey

Others:  New York, Ontario, New Brunswick, Manitoba, Florida, Montana, Quebec, Georgia, Iowa, Ohio
	32. - Provinces and states should continue working together through teleconference to continue monitoring Canada/U.S. trade activities, including online submission of information, as the Biosecurity Act leaves the educational phase and enters full implementation and enforcement.

33. - Provinces and states should continue to monitor the implementation compliance plan issued by the FDA and U.S. Customs to ensure no new border issues develop.

34. - Develop list of agricultural security officials for all the states and provinces.

35. 
	36. - The Interim Final Rule, in effect since December 2003, addressed all major trade concerns, however the process is still in the education and promotion phase and enforcement is not expected to begin until August 2004.

37. 
	- Suggest update on impact of state obligations to implement homeland security requirements.

Rail update?

	Upcoming Reg/State/Prov/Industry Consultations and Meetings
	Leads:  Manitoba,  Idaho
	38. - Report on regional meetings at the 2005 Tri-National Accord.

39. - PSAG co-chairs will write letters to the CCA conveying issues of federal importance and copy each other on communications.

40. 
	41. - A summit to address economic and rural development is scheduled for the 15th Tri-National Agricultural Accord. 

42. 
	Ask provinces and states to provide meeting dates and locations.



	Invasive Species
tc \l3 "Invasive Species
	Leads:  Ontario, Florida, British Columbia, Washington

Others:  Saskatchewan, Idaho, New Jersey
	43. - Determine whether a standard list of invasive species exists and if not, develop a thorough list to assist in preventing the introduction of species into either country.

44. - Monitor the movement of forage between Canada and the U.S. to ensure no weed species are being introduced.

45. 
	46. - The spread of invasive species, including noxious weeds, has become a serious problem in and between states and provinces.  Our agriculture industry is seriously threatened by growing numbers of invasive species that threaten to establish themselves.  As invasive species such as noxious weeds stifle the growth of native grasses and invade agriculture, production capacity is greatly reduced.  Efforts to prevent the introduction, slow the movement and eradicate those communities that are already established must be considered, coordinated and provide for effective utilization of limited resources.

47. 
	- Table report on PNWER meeting in B.C.

- Develop further action items.

	Wine Trade /Customs Duties


	Leads:  New York, Ontario

Others:  Ohio, Missouri, Illinois
	48. - 

49. – As neither industry meeting nor federal/state/provincial meetings previously referenced have occurred, issue seen as a state/province level conversation where desire to achieve parity remains a New York objective.  Lead state would be happy to share final arrangements with other states/provinces should progress be made.
	50. - Evidence indicates a trade imbalance in levels of protection for wine between  states and provinces as each has their own regulations and control.  For example, tourists who visit Ontario wineries can bring up to five cases of wine back to the states, subject to a 2 % customs duty.   Ontario permits the importation of up to two bottles of New York wine duty free, but then the duty and other fees jump to 68 %.   Moving towards more balanced trade regarding wine purchased at U.S. and Canadian wineries is encouraged.

51. 
	- Ontario to contact N.Y re possible planning of industry meeting in spring 2005.



	Coordinating Feed Standards


	Leads:  Manitoba, Montana

Others:  Alberta, British Columbia, Washington, Minnesota, Missouri
	52. - Present Canadian feed standards to the U.S. Feed Control officials for evaluation.

53. - Conduct a side-by-side comparison of Canadian and U.S. feed standards and provide recommendations for improvement for producer protection.
	54. - Industry members report that the process and requirements for registering feed(s) differs between provinces and states.  States and provinces should work with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency to develop a set of procedures to coordinate feed registration standards and processes that address potential changes in feed manufacturing while providing for a more balanced trade process through harmonization.  The current BSE situation has focused attention on regulations regarding SRM(s in feed.  This could be a good working model to demonstrate how harmonized feed regulations could work across the states/provinces and between the two countries.

55. 
	- Based on comments column, Alberta suggests moving to BSE discussion under Animal Health Issues.

U.S. agrees to move issue under Animal Health Issues. 

- Unsure how this issue will unfold - will Cda(s removal of SRMs from feed trump discussions.

	Joint Prov/State Marketing Opportunities for Ag. Products


	Leads:  Ontario, New York

Others:  Alberta, Delaware, Montana, Alabama, New Jersey, Ohio, Montana
	56. Montana would like to discuss organic products.

57. 
	58. - There are opportunities for provinces and states to utilize location or specific products in order to take on a joint marketing effort.  Officials from Canada and the U.S. could work together to discuss the development of marketing and promotional materials for specific products located in their region.
	- Suggest item be part of apple/wine discussion.  Keep separate and determine at bi-lateral meeting.

	Softwood Timber tc \l3 "Softwood Timber 
	Leads: Alaska
	59. 
	60. - CCA is requested to advise if it is possible to monitor and provide updates back to the PSAG.  It should be noted that this file is not the responsibility of the vast majority of the provincial or federal agriculture departments in Canada.
	- CCA to update.  If CCA update is not appropriate, issue will be monitored.

	Dairy


	Leads: Idaho, Minnesota
	61. 
	62. - CCA is requested to monitor and provide updates back to the PSAG.

63. 
	- CCA to update.

	Ministerial Exemptions


	Leads: Idaho, New York, Minnesota
	64. 
	- CCA is requested to monitor and provide updates back to the PSAG.

- Developme new action items at bi-lateral meeting.
	- CCA to update.

	Cda / US Trade
	
	65. Canada/U.S. Trade - discussion of agricultural and non-agricultural trade statistics by jurisdiction and industry
	- Possible presentation by Colin Robertson, Cdn Embassy in Washington
	

	Impact of Trade Remedy on Integrated Canada/US Markets – Hog Pilot Project
	MB.

Others:  ON, Iowa, Illinois
	· Establish a working group of provinces and states
· Working group could examine the benefits provided to all jurisdictions of integration in the Canada/US hog and pork sector and potential impacts if integration is threatened by trade remedy action. 

· Working group could coordinate meetings for producers and state/provincial officials to examine the hog/pork system in each country and how it enhances the competitive position of Canada/US hog/pork sector both in North America and globally.   

· Working group would discuss methods to address concerns prior to use of trade remedy action.  Methods could include state/province sponsored cross border meetings to encourage dialogue between producers in both countries, greater dialogue on government systems between jurisdictions, pricing in the North American market etc. 

· Working group would report back to next PSAG on activities/findings


	
	


