Mexico /U.S. Accord Working Group 

2007-2008 WORK PLAN
DRAFT Revised:  April 9, 2007
Note:  This is a working document subject to revision on a regular basis as the activities proceed and new issues develop.  

BOLDED items (black and blue fonts) are pending approval from working group members.
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	Harmonizationin Animal Health Policies, 

including, Animal Identification

	Leads: 

Volunteer states are needed from U.S. and Mexico 

Others: 

Arizona

California

Florida 

Kansas

Illinois

New Mexico

Texas
West Virginia
	E    Three countries will work to establish a trilateral strategy for the prevention, detection, control and eradication of priority diseases and pests, harmonizing requirements and standards.



	Continue to maintain the Border Governors Agriculture Work Table’s Animal Health Technical Committee as the lead on these issues.

Monitor progress of animal identification plans in each country and ensure animal identification is compatible in the three countries.

Work through the Accord Tri-lateral Working Group on Harmonization Issues. 

Prepare joint letter to federal officials requesting assistance in opening border for live animals and breeding livestock.


	Suggestion is to hear report on Sonora meeting.

	Harmonizationin Plant Health Policies
including, 
Citrus Trade; Noxious Weeds


	Leads: Florida
Volunteer state needed from Mexico

Others: ???
	E    Three countries will work to establish a trilateral strategy for the prevention, detection, control and eradication of priority diseases and pests, harmonizing requirements and standards.

	Work through the Accord Tri-lateral Working Group on Harmonization Issues.

NASDA suggests that the Border Governors Plant Health Technical Committee give a report.
	

	Organic Products


	Leads:

Volunteer states are needed from U.S. and Mexico 

Others: ???
	During the 2005 Accord Meeting, the Mexican delegation indicated that the Mexican legislative branch is working on a new initiative that will be completed within the year.
	Mexico will update on new organic law.
U.S. states can provide updates on state programs.

NASDA suggests that the report include information on the compatibility of the new organic law with market demands, international standards and certifiers.


	

	Child Nutrition


	Leads: Texas, California
Volunteer state needed from Mexico
Others: ???
	During the 2005 Accord Meeting, the delegates agreed to set up a working group on child nutrition. 
The two countries will share information regarding initiatives to promote child nutrition.

	-Monitor progress and information shared through the Border Governors Agriculture Work Table on child nutrition.  NASDA suggests providing a list of members.
 -Develop a web page/message board where each state could post a one page executive summary about their state initiatives on child nutrition.  Links to various programs that have been successful in both countries could be added as well.  This will be a good starting place for this year to learn more about what each state and country is doing. 
NASDA will take the lead in posting items on website.

	

	Farm Labor Reform


	Leads:

Volunteer states are needed from U.S. and Mexico
Others: ???

	Immigration reform legislation in the U.S. will have impact on U.S. agriculture and labor opportunities for Mexico
	Update the working group on current U.S. immigration reform
Create joint message from the working group to federal governments.


	

	Renewable Fuels and Biomass


	Leads: Illinois, Minnesota
Volunteer state needed from Mexico

Others: ???

	Renewable fuels and biomass have the potential to bring benefits to agricultural producers and rural communities in both countries.
	Update the working group on current programs and activities that are increasing production and use of biofuels.  
NASDA suggests reports on FBI Conference in Houston and Pilot Program with Beyond Passports.
	Opportunity to build upon farmer-to-farmer and scientist-to-scientist programs under Rural Development Tri-lateral Working Group


	Monitor Biosecurity and Bioterrorism Activities

	Leads: New Mexico, California, Washington
Others: ???

	During the 2005 Accord Meeting, it was reported that New Mexico had made a report at the Border Governors’ Work Table on Agriculture that a bioterrorism exercise is planned on animal and plant health issues and food safety with support from USDA, FDA and Mexican counterparts.

	Update the working group on current activities
	Nogales Crossing provides an example of a one-stop shop with 4 to 5 agencies.

	NEW ISSUES?

Potatoes 
	Leads: Nebraska
Volunteer state needed from Mexico

Others: ???
	Expand market access for U.S. fresh potatoes into Mexico.
	Request federal officials to take necessary actions to fulfill agreement signed in 2003. 

(Additional information attached for review.)
	Any further issues to add to the 2007-2008 Work Plan?


	Tri-lateral working Groups

	Co-chairs of Mexico/US Working Group
	Three tri-lateral working groups were established at the 2005 Accord meeting.


	This working group will monitor the activities of the Tri-lateral Working Groups on Rural Development, Harmonization and Trade Remedies.


	

	Upcoming Meetings?

	Co-chairs of Mexico / US Working group
	Keep AMSDA and NASDA members advised of upcoming meetings supporting the goals of the Tri-National Agricultural Accord.
	Invite state officials from Mexico to attend meetings of the North American Agricultural Marketing Officials and the American Association of Warehouse Control Officials

Provide formal letter of invitation to Mexico state officials during 2007 Accord.
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