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More Competitive Markets 

& 

 Benefits for Consumers

Twenty-eight states currently have their own meat and/or poultry inspection programs covering about 2,000 small or very small establishments. Establishments under state inspection can only market their products intrastate.This restriction severely limits those plant’s marketing opportunities, unfairly penalizes them based on size, and unjustly discriminates among other products because bison, venison, pheasant, quail and other species can be shipped interstate under current law. 

The statutory prohibition against interstate shipment of state-inspected meat products should be removed. The status quo is not in the best interests of consumers or small businesses. 

Market Access

·  State-inspected meat and poultry are the only commodities that are restricted from sale across state lines. Other commodities, including perishable items such as milk, dairy products, fruit, vegetables, fish, shellfish and complex canned products, which are inspected under state jurisdiction, are marketed freely in the U.S. The same marketing options should be available for state-inspected meat and poultry. 

·  The current ban on interstate shipment does not apply to “non-amenable” meats such as venison, pheasant, quail and rabbit. It does not make sense to allow these products across state borders while beef, pork, lamb and goat cannot be shipped interstate. 

Benefits for Consumers

·  It is unfair and  illogical that consumers in one state may enjoy a meat product while consumers in another state cannot eat the same product. For example, the same company which is state inspected and makes two similar jerky products–one made from beef and one made from buffalo–cannot sell the beef jerky outside of the state, but can sell the buffalo jerky anywhere. Repealing the interstate ban will provide consumers with more choices in the supermarket and convenience stores. 

