INTERSTATE SALES LEGISLATION

Fairness in Trade

·  Foreign-produced meat and poultry products can be freely shipped and sold anywhere in the U.S. giving them greater market access than U.S. state-inspected processors. Small business owners in this country are denied the same opportunity. This is unfair and wrong. Foreign-inspected meat can be shipped to and sold anywhere in the U.S. as long as that foreign inspection program is “equivalent” to U.S. federal standards—in practice the same standard which state-inspected programs must meet. Why are small businesses in the U.S. denied opportunities that are given to companies in foreign countries? 
·  State inspected facilities together produce approximately 10 percent of the red meat consumed in the United States. Imported meat products compose approximately 20 percent of the red meat consumed in the U.S. No importing country has established a verifiable record close to those set by state inspection programs. Importing countries do not have either the frequency or thoroughness of USDA oversight that state programs undergo. 


Countries Eligible to Export Meat to the United States





1. Argentina				19. Israel


2. Australia				20. Italy


3. Austria				21. Japan


4. Belgium				22. Mexico


5. Brazil				23. Netherlands


6. Canada				24. New Zeland


7. Chile				25. Nicaragua


8. Costa Rica				26. Northern Ireland


9. Croatia				27. Poland


10. Czech Republic			28. Romania


11. Denmark				29. Slovak Republic


12. Finland				30. Spain


13. France				31. Sweden


14. Germany				32. Switzerland


15. Homduras				33. United Kingdom


16. Hong Kong 			34. Uruguay


17. Hungary


18. Iceland			*Source: USDA-FSIS 2006 











