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Background:  USDA funding has been available to the States for the development and operation of Johne’s Testing Programs. With this funding, the States have successfully implemented Johne’s testing programs.  In FY ’03, 21 million dollars was appropriated to this program. In FY’ 04, 18.5 million dollars was appropriated. In FY ’05, 7.1 million is budgeted. In order to continue an adequate level of testing, the funding must not be cut.

Action Item:

NASDA should send a letter to the House of Representatives and Senate appropriations committees to ask for funding of the USDA Johne’s Testing Program at 20 million dollars annually for the continued funding of State Testing Programs.

