New Jersey Department of Agriculture

Memo

To:
Jennifer Yezak Molen

From:
Michelle Hammel
Date:
September 9, 2004
Re:
NASDA Policy Statements/Agenda Items
Please accept the following for suggestions/amendments to NASDA policies on behalf of Secretary Kuperus and the New Jersey Department of Agriculture.

Policy Statement 15.4 Uniform Standards. Recognition of the necessity for uniform standards sale nad control of ammonium nitrate, urea and other fertilizer products that can be turned into explosive devises.  Policy Amendment form with suggested language  is attached. 

Policy Statement 15.5 Federal Funding and Support- While language changes are not necessarily needed, the attached spreadsheet demonstrates that the funding coming to State Departments of Agriculture is severely lacking. This issue should at the very least be discussed at the upcoming annual meeting and the current policy should be reaffirmed and renewed efforts should be directed to our federal legislators on securing direct funding. Also, we would request that NASDA obtain information on the total amount of money given to State Departments of Health to compare that to the totals we have available for the trickle down to Agriculture.  If NASDA staff feels that a language change is preferred, we would suggest the following:  

Homeland security funding concerns about Agroterrorism have escalated since 9/11, and although even the President now includes the protection of this critical resource an imperative (Presidential Homeland Security Directive 9), funding for emergency preparedness against agroterrorism has been entirely insufficient. Instead of providing funding resources that are easily and directly accessible to Departments of Agriculture, the process has been cumbersome and nearly impossible to negotiate. Most funding has been available for 'Bioterrorism' under the auspices of DHS and CDC. These grants are supposed to available to Agriculture primarily through State Departments of Health, and although directed to provide these funds, there availability has been woefully inadequate. To better provide for the funding needed to protect this vital sector of our economy, NASDA requests that funding provided from DHS and CDC for agroterrorism is available directly to State Departments of Agriculture instead of relying on the administration of those funds through State Departments of Health.
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