National Plant Board

August 18, 2004

Grand Island, New York

Resolution No. 5
Emerald Ash Borer Biocontrol
Emerald ash borer, Agrilus planipennis, was identified in North America in June 2002.  Since its introduction, this exotic pest has killed millions of ash trees in the United States and Canada and threatens the $280 billion ash resource in North America.  Since its introduction into this country, this insect and its associated quarantines have cost the nursery and forest products industries millions of dollars, created public safety and financial distress to cities in the infested areas and overloaded the safeguarding resources of state and federal agencies that attempt to manage this pest.  To date, this pest generally infests thirteen (13) counties in southeast Michigan and Essex County in southern Ontario, Canada.  Additionally, outlying infestations have been found in several locations in Michigan, as well as limited locations in Ohio, Indiana, Maryland, and Virginia.

Since June 2002, significant progress has been made in developing and implementing the infrastructure to manage this pest.  A management strategy has been developed by the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Task Force and endorsed by the National EAB Science Panel.  Survey and regulatory staff have been recruited, data and methods management have been developed, and disposal and eradication efforts have begun in Michigan, as well as in Ohio, Indiana, Maryland, and Virginia.  However, considering the size of this infestation and the value of the resource at stake, there is a need to develop a variety of management tools to control the spread of this pest.  

Traditional pesticide products have been shown to provide a significant level of short-term control for select, high value landscape trees.   However, in order to control this pest in forests, woodlots and landscape situations, and manage the spread of this pest along its four-hundred-mile leading edge, there is a need to identify and implement biological controls.   An aggressive program utilizing all available parasites and predators of this pest is essential to provide the long-term, broad-based, control mechanisms necessary to ultimately manage this huge infestation. 

Be it resolved, that the National Plant Board, at its 78th annual meeting in Grand Island, New York, on August 18, 2004, requests that the USDA-APHIS-PPQ  Center for Plant Health Science and Technology (CPHST) utilize all of the biological control identification, selection, rearing and distribution mechanisms at its disposal to assist in the management of this pest.  

Be it further resolved, that CPHST work cooperatively to utilize the resources available at USDA-ARS, USDA Forest Service, and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency to expedite the development of these management tools and to apply these controls on an international basis to successfully mitigate the impact of this pest on the North American continent. 

Distribution:
Ann Veneman, Secretary, USDA
Bill Hawks, Under Secretary, USDA 

Dr. Ron DeHaven, Administrator, USDA-APHIS

Dr. Richard Dunkle, Deputy Administrator, USDA-APHIS-PPQ

Dr. Gordon Gordh, Director, Center for Plant Health Science and Technology

Dr. Edward B. Knipling, Administrator, USDA-ARS

Dr. Richard Bennett, NPL Plant Pathology, USDA-ARS

Rick Kirchhoff, CEO, NASDA

Gus Douglass, Chairman, Animal and Plant Industries Committee, NASDA

Bob Ehart, APHIS Coordinator, NASDA

Dr. Robert Mangold, Director, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection

Dr. Burnell Fischer, President, NASF

Robert Carberry, Vice President, Programs, CFIA
Bill Dickerson, President, National Plant Board

Regional Plant Board Presidents

