National Plant Board

August 18, 2004

Grand Island, New York

Resolution No. 9
Cereal Leaf Beetle Biocontrol

Cereal Leaf Beetle (CLB) is an economically significant pest of cereal crops that is recently established in many western states.  CLB is difficult and costly to control with established management practices and chemical controls.

Biocontrol is a viable alternative for the containment and control of CLB.  Parasites developed to date have demonstrated their effectiveness, however significant numbers are required to affect CLB populations.  Increased chemical use in western states is an additional justification for the continued need to pursue effective biocontrol alternatives for CLB control.

Be it resolved, that the National Plant Board, at its 78th annual meeting in Grand Island, New York on August 18, 2004, requests that USDA-APHIS-PPQ continue to provide, and increase the production of, current CLB biocontrol parasites for dispersal in the affected western states.

Be it further resolved, that the National Plant Board encourages USDA-APHIS and USDA-ARS to assign resources to the further development of new CLB biocontrol parasites suitable for release and successful establishment in the Northwest and other regions where currently available biocontrols have failed to establish.
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