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Bakanae (Rice Foolish Seedling Disease) Quarantine

SUMMARY:

Bakanae (also commonly known as Rice Foolish Seedling Disease) caused by the organism Gibberelia fujikuroi (bakanae strains) currently infests a majority of the rice production acreage in California.  The disease and/or causal organism is not known to exist in rice production areas of the southern United States.

When first discovered in California, the infestation was in a small localized area.  The spread has been rapid and over a wide area.  Production environments in southern production areas are thought to be conducive to establishment of the disease if the organism is allowed to make entry into the region.  Effects of the disease could be much greater than those experienced in California due to the more extreme environmental conditions of the southern production areas.  Yield losses attributed to the disease are significant and would be very detrimental to the southern rice industry.  Failure to prevent the introduction of the disease into the rice production areas of the southern United States would put producers, millers, exporters and other segments of the rice industry at risk.

RESOLVED:

That the Southern Association of State Departments of Agriculture at its annual meeting in Atlanta, Georgia on June 13, 2004, urges USDA APHIS PPQ New Pest Advisory Group to include those strains of Gibberelia fujikuroi capable of causing the Bakanae disease as a pest to be regulated through quarantine and other restrictive actions.  
