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Proposed Rice Importation Protocol
SUMMARY:

Protection of Agriculture and Food systems is becoming more important in view of the current socio-political climate, as evidenced by the release on February 3, 2004, of a new HS Presidential Directive – 9 Agriculture and Food.  This directive established a national policy to defend the agriculture and food systems of the United States against terrorist attacks, major diseases and other emergencies.
While movement of seed and other plant material are conducive and necessary for the advancement of agricultural science, care must be taken to prevent the movement of plant pests.  Protocols have been established and in effect for some time that are serving to prevent introduction of pests into un-infested areas.  However, relative recent advancements in the area of genetic engineering have resulted in situations where exemptions to the protocols are developing.  To prevent development of an introduction pathway, development of protocols for responding to these exemptions is necessary.

RESOLVED:

That the Southern Association of State Departments of Agriculture at its annual meeting in Atlanta, Georgia on June 13, 2004, urges USDA APHIS PPQ to evaluate the development of these situations and to adopt new protocols to prevent allowing an infestation pathway to open.
