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Tropical Soda Apple
SUMMARY:

Tropical Soda Apple (TSA), Solanum viarum Dunal has proven to be a formidable invasive noxious weed in the United States.  An introduced noxious weed from South America,.  Since its detection in the late 1980s – early 1990s, this invasive weed has infested over one million acres in Florida.  Tropical Soda Apple has spread and also infested other southeastern states.  The National Association of State Departments of Agriculture policy statement supports maintaining or increasing the funding level for TSA.    Commissioner Bronson with support from several other southeastern states has submitted an appropriations request to Congress to allow for the regional coordination of TSA control, research on identification of TSA introduction pathways; collection, rearing and experimental release of potential biological control agents; BMP development; printing of educational materials for cattlemen and others such as public land managers; improved technology utilization by southeastern states; and other general education programs for land owners and land managers.

RESOLVED:

Resolved that the Southern Association of State Departments of Agriculture at the June 2004 annual meeting in Atlanta Georgia, strongly supports the efforts of the Southern Plant Board and the Southern Animal Health Association in the continued implementation of the Southern Regional Memorandum Of Understanding To Control Tropical Soda Apple (Solanum viarum Dunal).

Resolved that the Southern Association of State Departments of Agriculture at the June 2004 annual meeting in Atlanta Georgia, urge Congress to approve Florida’s funding request that will allow for the regional coordination of TSA control, research on identification of TSA introduction pathways; collection, rearing and experimental release of potential biological control agents; BMP development; printing of educational materials for cattlemen and others such as public land managers; improved technology utilization by southeastern states; and other general education programs for land owners and land managers.

Be it further resolved that the Southern Association of State Departments of Agriculture at the June 2004 annual meeting in Atlanta Georgia, strongly urges each member state to actively engage its plant and animal industries in participating in the Regional Tropical Soda Apple Task Force and signing on as a party to the Southern Regional Memorandum Of Understanding To Control Tropical Soda Apple (Solanum viarum Dunal). 
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