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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
The Rural Development Tri-Lateral Working Group of the Tri-National Agricultural Accord amongst Canada, Mexico and the United States met in Morelia, Michoacán, Mexico to discuss progress in areas identified in the framework of cooperation.  Delegates learned about nutritional programs at schools in Mexico and met with leaders and growers at a local school and toured the facilities.  In addition, delegates also toured an anaerobic digester in a local community.  Presentations were also made on current research activities at Iowa State University on bioenergy development, a farmer from New Mexico, and a community leader of Questa, New Mexico.
Delegates reviewed a strategic plan proposed by Dr. Miley Gonzalez, New Mexico Secretary of Agriculture, and recognized the importance of advancing efforts in rural development.  Delegates identified four strategic directions with the objective of focusing efforts on the themes that were deemed most important and for which tangible results could be achieved.

Strategic Directions for 2007
1. Address sustainable agriculture research and extension programs

· Advocate with federal officials in each country on the importance of agricultural research and extension and seek support for these programs and enhance cooperation within the three countries.
· Inventory research programs in the states and provinces that are conducted in collaboration amongst the Accord countries, with emphasis on water and climate change research.

· Implement scientist-to-scientist exchanges.

· Review models in agricultural education and training in cooperation with secondary and post-secondary institutions with a view to fill the gaps.
2. Participate in advancing conservation programs.

· Continue to build upon the soil conservation project established in Texas, and have an update provided during the Accord meeting in Monterrey, April 2007.

· Continue to highlight agreements made among states and provinces on conservation, water and preservation programs.
3. Promote agriculture and industry programs

· Develop website that provides information on successful programs and challenges regarding rural development programs. 

· Promote and implement farmer-to-farmer exchanges and forums.

· Advocate with federal officials about the importance of having a workforce that is available for agriculture training and employment with a view toward strengthening labor mobility.
4. Create financing and marketing programs
· Exchange information on viable financial structures and models.
Efforts will continue in regards to bioenergy development and nutritional programs with an outlook in setting forth programs for implementation in 2008.
HARMONIZATION

Delegates were provided an update from Dr. Gustavo Frias of Nuevo Leon.  Dr. Frias reported that a number of meetings have been held addressing sanitary and phytosanitary harmonization issues since the Accord meeting in Banff, Alberta, Canada.  These meetings included the Border Governors meeting and the North American Plant Protection Organization (NAPPO) meeting. The working group agreed to write a letter to our respective federal officials and to NAPPO requesting a full report on resolution or steps toward resolution of the various SPS/harmonization issues which were earlier identified in our matrix.  This report will be expected at the April Accord meeting in Monterrey. 

TRADE REMEDY POLICY

Delegates reviewed a draft document from Dr. Colin Carter and Dr. Richard Barichello summarizing the trade remedy presentations made during the Banff Accord meeting.  Bryant Fairley, representing Minister Pat Bell of British Columbia, highlighted major points of the document to the delegates.  Dr. Jose Vargas, the other Banff presenter, commented on the draft document and stressed that recommendations must be clearly presented and understood by delegates before recommendations are made to federal officials.  The working group agreed to seek a final report by a certain time (January 2007) from the Banff trade remedy presenters that includes recommendations for possible reforms to the application of trade remedy policies to agriculture (anti-dumping and countervailing duties).  This report will be discussed at the next Accord meeting and a response panel will be identified to give additional perspectives for delegates to consider.  
OTHER ISSUES

AMSDA informed delegates that Mexico Secretary Francisco Mayorga and U.S. Secretary Mike Johanns had announced the acceleration of bilateral efforts to support measures to increase the efficiency and competitiveness of Mexican producers of corn and beans. A bilateral group will undertake the finalization of a strategic cooperation plan with implementation commencing at the beginning of 2007.
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