National Animal Identification System Overview

The National Animal Identification System (NAIS) is a national program intended to identify animals and track them as they come into contact with, or commingle with, animals other than herd-mates from their premises of origin.

The system is being developed for all animals that will benefit from rapid tracebacks in the event of a disease concern. Currently, working groups comprised of industry and government representatives are developing plans for cattle, swine, sheep, goats, horses, poultry, bison, deer, elk, llamas, and alpacas.

Already, many of these species can be identified through some sort of identification system, but these systems are not consistent across the country. Tracing an animal’s movements can therefore be a time consuming endeavor during a disease investigation, especially if the animal has moved across State lines.

In April 2004, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the framework for implementing the NAIS—an animal identification and tracking system that will be used in all States and that will operate under national standards. When fully operational, the system will be capable of tracing a sick animal or group of animals back to the herd or premises that is the most likely source of infection. It will also be able to trace potentially exposed animals that were moved out from that herd or premises. The sooner animal health officials can identify infected and exposed animals and premises, the sooner they can contain the disease and stop its spread.

The NAIS will enhance U.S. efforts to respond to intentionally or unintentionally introduced animal disease outbreaks more quickly and effectively. USDA’s long-term goal is to establish a system that can identify all premises and animals that have had direct contact with a foreign animal disease or a domestic disease of concern within 48 hours of discovery.

The first step in implementing the NAIS is identifying and registering premises that house animals. Such premises would include locations where livestock and poultry are managed, marketed, or exhibited. Knowing where animals are located is the key to efficient, accurate, and cost-effective epidemiologic investigations and disease-control efforts.

USDA anticipates that all States will have the capability to register premises according to the national standards by 2005. Officials with USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) are currently training State officials how to use a standardized premises registration system. USDA is also evaluating alternative registration systems that States or others have developed and want to use, to ensure these systems meet the national standards. In addition, USDA is working with States and industry to educate the public about the NAIS.

As premises are registered, another component of the NAIS, animal identification, will be integrated into the system. Unique animal identification numbers (AINs) will be issued to individually identified premises. In the case of animals that move in groups through the production chain, such as swine and poultry, the group will be identified through a group/lot identification number (Group/Lot IDs).

USDA is developing the standards for collecting and reporting information, but industry will determine which type of identification method works best for each species. These methods could include radio frequency identification tags, retinal scans, DNA, or others. As long as the necessary data are sent to USDA’s information repositories in a standardized form, it will be accepted.

USDA will build upon existing identification systems and allow for a transition period from systems currently defined in the Code of Federal Regulations before requiring AINs or Group/Lot IDs. Working with States and industry, USDA will also evaluate various animal identification technologies to determine how the collection of animal movement records can best be automated. And we will encourage as much participation as possible.

As premises are registered and animals or groups of animals are identified based on the standard protocols, USDA will begin collecting information about animal movements from one premises to another. With an efficient, effective animal tracking system in place, USDA will be able to perform rapid trace backs in case of an animal disease outbreak. As envisioned, only Federal, State, and Tribal animal health authorities would have direct access to the national premises and animal identification information repositories. They need this information to accomplish their job of safeguarding animal health.

USDA is investigating various options to protect the confidentiality of the information. It is important to note that the national repositories will include information only for animal and disease tracking purposes. Proprietary production data will remain in private databases.

If USDA decides to make all or parts of the NAIS mandatory, APHIS will follow the normal rulemaking process. The public will have the opportunity to comment upon any proposed regulations.

USDA AWARDS $11.64 MILLION TO STATES AND TRIBES FOR A NATIONAL ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM

In August 2004, USDA announced the selection of 29 state and tribal projects to receive a total of $11.64 million to advance the national animal identification initiative. APHIS will distribute the funds through 29 cooperative agreements. States and tribes can use the funds to register premises through a standardized system provided by APHIS or through other systems that comply with NAIS data standards. Besides registering premises and establishing necessary data transfer procedures, many states and tribes will also conduct field trials or research in order to test and fine-tune ID technologies and collect animal movement data. 

   

State and tribal plans include collecting intra- and interstate animal movement records electronically; integrating data collection technologies at livestock marketing facilities and processing plants; tracking livestock imported from other countries; and electronically collecting animal movement data as livestock are loaded on and off trucks and trailers at their ship-from and ship-to locations. 

   

APHIS received more than 40 applications for animal identification cooperative agreement funding. Selections were based on specific criteria, including: broad participation of stakeholders; inclusion of multiple species for either premises or animal identification projects; involvement of multiple states and/or tribes; clearly defined objectives, including target dates for accomplishing certain activities; a feasible communications plan; a well-defined budget; and the implementation of a premises identification system that met national data standards. Applications that reflected significant cost-sharing, including third-party in-kind contributions, also received priority. Including the cost-sharing of state and tribal governments and industry, the total investment in these NAIS cooperative agreements is more than $16 million. 

  

For those applicants that did not receive funding in this round, the President's fiscal year 2005 budget calls for $33 million for the NAIS. A portion of the funds would be used to fund additional cooperative agreements. USDA will work with those states and tribes that are still interested in implementing a premises identification system to help them meet necessary criteria. 

   

The Department's ultimate goal for the NAIS is to gain the ability to identify all animals and premises that have had direct contact with a foreign animal disease or disease of concern within 48 hours of discovery. A functioning system will also be crucial as USDA works to complete disease eradication programs in which states, industry, and the federal government have invested many years and millions of dollars. USDA is committed to developing a program that is tested both on the farm and in the livestock markets to ensure it is both practical and effective. The Department's technology-neutral position will allow industry to determine which animal identification method or methods are the most practical and effective for each species.

Premises Registration Summary

The following States and Tribes have adopted a premises registration system, as of Mid-March 2005.
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Project Summaries
The following are summaries of the projects funded by APHIS for 2004-2005.
California- Rec’d $752,000 

Participants include California, Texas, Oregon, and Arizona 

The States of Arizona, California, Oregon, and Texas are participating in a premises registration and animal tracking project that will help align animal and premises identification schemes within participating States with those laid out by the NAIS. This project will help identify premises in California and Oregon and explore animal movement tracking in the Southwest. The project targets specific animal movements on approximately 50,000 to 100,000 animals per year in the dairy and dairy/beef industry.

Special focus will be on tracking movements of dairy cows to slaughter and rendering; movements of dairy replacements from dairy to calf ranch back to production dairy or feedlot/slaughter; and movements of bull calves from dairy to calf ranch to feedlot to slaughter. Participating States represent over 2.3 million lactating cows, with California having the Nation's largest dairy industry (1.7 million milk cows). When the dairy and dairy/beef inventories of the four participating States are added together, one out of every four dairy animals in the United States is represented. A map of participating States is available at
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/pais.

Contact Information:

Dr. Richard E. Breitmeyer

State Veterinarian

California Department of Food and Agriculture

Executive Branch

Office Address: 1220 N Street, Suite A-400, Fourth Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Phone: (916) 654-0881

Fax: (916) 654-0403

rbreitmeyer@cdfa.ca.gov
Florida- Rec’d $531,840

Participants include Florida, Texas and Seminole tribe

The Florida NAIS cooperative agreement includes a central component for implementing a premises identification system and integrating existing animal premises databases. More than 32,000 premises are already included in multiple State and Federal databases for various livestock and poultry species. This project will also develop procedures to identify and add premises to the National Premises Repository.

In addition to identifying premises, the cooperative agreement includes four animal identification and tracking project segments. These projects address:

· Electronically identified cattle moving directly to feedlots or through order buyers to feedlots in other States; 

· Electronically identified salvage or cull cows moving directly to packing plants or moving through markets to packing plants; 

· Electronically identified mature cows and replacement heifers incorporated with a computerized cattle management program for commingled and cooperatively managed cattle owned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

· Equine identification and health certification through expansion of an identity card with digital photograph, premises identification, electronic identification and other owner-selected means of identification for intrastate and interstate movement. 

This cooperative agreement will address all of the components of the NAIS: premises identification, animal identification, tracking, and field trials. It will also involve a host of collaborators and stakeholders from ranchers to retailers to university and private software applications' companies working toward animal identification solutions in Florida.

Contact Information:
Dr. G. Ashby Green, Veterinarian Manager
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Division of Animal Industry
407 S. Calhoun Street, Mail Stop M-7
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0800
Phone: 850-410-0940
Fax: 850-410-0957
greeng@doacs.state.fl.us
Fort Belknap Indian Community- Rec’d $200,000

Participants include Fort Belknap Indian Community, Blackfeet Nation, Crow Tribe, Eastern Shoshone Tribe, Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes, Intertribal Bison Cooperative, Northern Arapahoe Tribe, Northern Cheyenne Tribe, Rosebud Sioux Tribe, San Carlos Apache Tribe, Ute Tribe Ag Products, and Yomba Shoshone Tribe.

The Native American Animal Identification Project is a collaborative effort among the Fort Belknap Indian Community and Montana/Wyoming Indian Stock Growers Association, along with the San Carlos Apache Tribe, Rosebud Sioux Tribe, Northern Cheyenne Tribe, Eastern Shoshone Tribe, InterTribal Bison Cooperative, Crow Tribe, Ute Tribe Agriculture Products, Blackfeet Nation, Northern Arapahoe Tribe, Yomba Shoshone Tribe and Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribe, within the states of Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, Arizona and South Dakota. These Tribes will work closely with their respective State departments of livestock and State livestock organizations, as well as with the National Animal Identification System staff and State Extension agents. Information regarding educational opportunities related to animal identification and tracking systems will be provided to Native American producers through national and local outreach activities. Premises identification for producers located on 12 Native American reservations in the Western United States will also be provided.

Contact Information:
Juanita Cole
Project Administrator 
Fort Belknap Community Council
RR 1, Box 66
Harlem, MT 59526
Phone: 406-353-8333
jcole_59524@yahoo.com
Idaho- Rec’d $1,164,000

Participants include Idaho, Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of Duck Valley, Utah, and members of the Northwest Individual Identification Pilot Program: California, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Washington.

The Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) is an administering agency for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) NAIS projects. The $ 1.16 million, 12-month project will be shared between producers, the States within the Northwest Pilot Project (NWPP), and other partners in the industry. The funds will be used for individual animal identification, and the project is designed to determine (a) the validity of radio frequency identification device (RFID) technology; (b) information technology (IT) needs for everyone in the production chain; (c) the intrusive level of RFID and IT into the current system; and (d) the benefit for each segment of the industry. The ISDA is responsible for tracking and managing data for intrastate animal movements and disease programs. The goal is to provide 48-hour trace back of animals in case of any foreign or domestic animal disease outbreak. USDA will manage the national premises registration and animal identification repositories. Using a composite of four different IT providers, 18 of Idaho’s different animal disease and brand databases will supply data to help prove the flexibility of the NAIS system and allow the State to pre-register as many as two-thirds of Idaho’s premises. The pre-registration process will then be utilized to invite participants to county-level informational sessions about premises registration, individual animal identification, and the benefits to the industry. The NAIS funding will support various projects, including:

· The Northwest Pilot Project, administered by the Idaho Cattlemen’s Association, includes the States of California, Oregon, Hawaii, Utah, and Washington. It will demonstrate the effectiveness of premises and animal identification, provide outreach and education, and evaluate methods for identifying and tracking animals; 

· The Shoshone-Paiute Tribes’ project at Duck Valley Indian Reservation, which will develop a Tribal NAIS program, provide outreach, and research Tribal database options; 

· The University of Idaho, Caine Veterinary Teaching Center’s evaluation of animal identification technologies for the cattle industry; and 

· Production segment technology evaluations at Treasure Valley Livestock, a feed lot, cervidae operations and dairies. The beef industry will identify several segments including sale-barns, dealers, feedlots, meat packers, and cow/calf producers. 

Contact Information:

Dr. Clarence Siroky
Idaho State Veterinarian
Idaho State Department of Agriculture
2270 Old Penitentiary Road, P.O. Box 7249
Boise, ID 83707-9985 
Phone: 208-332-8540
csiroky@idahoag.us
Illinois- Rec’d $130,000

Participants include Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin

The Great Lakes Five State Proposal is a multi-State, multi-species unified approach to implementation of the NAIS. Participating States-Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin-have agreed to utilize the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Standardized Premises Registration System, with each State identifying its unique needs relative to interface configurations, collection of premises information, and respective State program and management needs. This multi-State initiative will facilitate increased communication among States in this area and will develop one of the largest collaborative efforts to implement the premises identification component of NAIS. Increased communication will allow each State involved to learn from the challenges the other States may need to address. The collaborative effort will also help establish a regional purpose and illustrate to producers the importance of premises registration to safeguard both State and regional livestock populations. For outreach to producers, each State will utilize uniform print materials that reflect the unique efforts of each State. States will promote premises registration, stress the importance of producer participation, and register producers at the University of Illinois Extension and other agricultural organization meetings in the next twelve months. Many stakeholders in Illinois are assisting with producer outreach: Horsemen's Council of Illinois; Illinois Beef Association; Illinois Deer Breeders; Illinois Farm Bureau; Illinois Milk Producers Association; Illinois Pork Producers Association; Illinois Sheep Industry; Illinois Standardbred Owners and Breeders Association; Illinois Thoroughbred Breeders and Owners Foundation; and the University of Illinois.

The Illinois Department of Agriculture will utilize existing livestock databases and registration information from sites that already have a premises identification assigned by the National Premises Allocator used in the scrapie program. Illinois plans to contact these producers directly and attempt to incorporate existing information into the new system.

Contact Information:
Jim Kunkle
Illinois Department of Agriculture
Phone: 217-785-4740
Fax: 217-785-4769

jkunkle@agr.state.il.us
Indiana- Rec’d $130,000

Indiana has long recognized the value of knowing where livestock are housed within the State as a measure of readiness in the event of a foreign animal disease or terrorism threat. Only by diagnosing disease early and notifying producers who need to take protective action rapidly will a potentially economically devastating event be minimized. Knowing where the at-risk animal populations are is essential to being prepared for an animal disease threat. Indiana's participation in the NAIS is critical to the future vitality of the State's livestock, poultry, dairy and meat processing industries. Over the next year, BOAH will update State rules that specify when premises and individual animals must be identified, such as in the event of a change of ownership or for exhibition. The State is currently using USDA's Standardized Premises Registration System to register premises. Initially, registration of sites will be done by BOAH staff, but will then expand as partnering producer groups become certified to register their members. Ultimately, a web-based portal will allow individual producers and business owners to self-register after the system's reliability has been proven. As premises identification is accomplished, individual animal identification will follow, first with animals under Indiana's mandatory animal identification requirements, then those under voluntary status. Proposed rules project the phase to be fully adopted by January 2006. The long-term vision for this project will enable individual and group/lot tracking of animals through an internet-based certificate of veterinary inspection (ICVI, or electronic health certificate), as technologies become available. 

Contact Information:
Dr. Bret D. Marsh
State Veterinarian
Indiana Board of Animal Health
805 Beachway Drive, Suite 50

Indianapolis, IN 46224-7785
Phone: (317) 227-0300

Fax: (317) 227-0330
bmarsh@boah.state.in.us
Kansas- Rec’d $805,000

The Kansas Animal Health Department is currently using USDA’s Standardized Premises Registration System to register premises. In addition to registering premises, the State is assessing the feasibility of using wireless, internet-based mobile radio frequency identification (RFID) technology in commercial multi-deck livestock transports to monitor the movement of cattle during any relocation process.
Using a network of cooperating producers drawn from up to nine States (Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, South Dakota and Texas), cattle carrying electronic identification devices will be recorded during movement in the normal course of commerce. At full function, these commercial transports carrying readers and recording devices will read RFID tags during loading at the origin of a shipment and off-loading at its destination (type of movement), allow tag and animal number reconciliation, time/date stamp each transaction, obtain and record GPS coordinates of origin and destination of a shipment, and link the packaged information to a Premises Identification Number at origin and destination. This information will be transmitted wirelessly to a third party information management system and routed to the animal health authorities in the State of origin and destination for a particular full or partial load of animals. With the addition of group/lot identifiers, the system is to be functional for both cattle and swine shipments with final data available to the USDA NAIS main database. Cooperating parties in this project are the Kansas Animal Health Department, AgInfoLink, Digital Angel, Kansas State University, Osborne Industries, National Beef, National Carriers and U.S. Premium Beef. Milestones for the project are to initiate procurement of resources and to identify cooperators during the first quarter of the project; test prototypes of transport readers and recording units and bring on-line the internet-based information management system during the second quarter; begin tracking cattle movements in the third quarter; and continue tracking movements, develop project summary and bring project to conclusion by the end of the fourth quarter. A total of 20,000 individual animals are projected to be tracked with 2,000 – 5,000 from cattle feeding operations to packing premises and the remainder moving in commerce from operations of origin through the supply chain to livestock markets, grazing or backgrounder operations and to feeding operations.
Contact Information:
George Teagarden, Commissioner
Kansas Animal Health Department
708 S. Jackson 
Topeka, KS 66603 -3714 
Office Phone: 785-296-2326 
Cell Phone: 785-633-3650 
Fax: 785-296-1765
gteagarden@kahd.ks.gov
Kentucky- Rec’d $269,093

Participants include (members of The Southeastern Livestock Network), Kentucky (administrator), Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia.

The Kentucky Department of Agriculture has been working with the Kentucky Beef Network, the Extension Service, and many producer groups since 2002 to develop the foundation for a premises and animal identification system. Kentucky's counties maintain a property tax database system, which provides access to already stored premises information. Using this platform, Kentucky will expand its system to record premises information for all livestock producers. With the State Veterinarian as the project director, the project will implement premises identification within Kentucky for a livestock traceability system that meets the NAIS standards. As a member State of the Southeastern Livestock Network, LLC (SELN), Kentucky will use its pilot project funding to establish and implement procedures and infrastructure for animal tracking at the market level. SELN will operate a limited project within its member States to track the movement of slaughter cows from farms, auction markets, intermediary shipping and collection points, and packing plants. The cooperators in this project will consist of 10 auction markets (1 in each of the 10 member States), 2 intermediary points, and Shapiro Packing in Augusta, Georgia. The network will also track direct-trade movements to this and other processors within the region. Many of these direct-trade cattle will originate from outside the region; therefore, a high degree of cooperation between this project and other pilot projects will be necessary. The resulting data will be used to develop, demonstrate, and satisfy NAIS requirements, while also satisfying the market demand for animal identification and source verification. The goal of the project is to demonstrate the systems and protocols necessary to facilitate data collection and reporting in varied sectors of the marketing and processing industries. It should be understood that all the animals in the project may not complete traceability through all sectors, as some may be purchased by entities outside the scope of the project. However, these exceptions should not diminish the credibility of the project, as this issue will be addressed around the industry and country as wider acceptance of data collection and reporting procedures increases.

Contact Information:
Dr. Robert C. Stout, State Veterinarian
Kentucky Department of Agriculture
100 Fairoaks Lane
Suite 252
Frankfort, KY 40601
Phone: 502-564-3956
Fax: 502-564-7852
robert.stout@ky.gov
Louisiana- Rev’d $100,000

No Information Available

Contact Information:

Dr. Maxwell Lea, Jr.
State Veterinarian

Animal Health Services

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry

P. O. Box 1951, Baton Rouge, LA 70821

5825 Florida Boulevard, RM 1262

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Phone: (225) 925-3980

Fax: (225) 925-4103

maxwel_l@ldaf.state.la.us
Maine- Rec’d $100,000

The Maine State Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources is the coordinating agency for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) NAIS project in the State. Maine is currently in the process of developing, implementing and administering Premises Registrations for all commercial cattle premises in Maine. The Maine Animal Identification System (MAIS) Coordinator is developing an educational campaign for the agricultural community and the consuming public. This campaign will focus on the need for (and purpose of) Maine producers to participate in the national system as a mechanism for disease control and eradication. This campaign will utilize USDA materials, which will be tailored specifically to Maine where appropriate. Emphasis will be placed on educating producers, marketers and processors on premises and livestock numbering systems and the associated technologies. The overarching message will focus on disease surveillance and the critical need to be able to trace animals quickly and efficiently.
The MAIS Coordinator is also working on creating an identification database and will serve as the administrator of the database, able to handle the data entry and premises requirements of the implementation plan. The primary goal of the project is to register all commercial cattle premises in Maine by October of 2005. The Maine Animal Identification System will target dairy and beef producers statewide. There are 389 dairy farms and 150 beef farms located throughout Maine, and the overall herd size is approximately 89,831 animals. The program administrator and coordinator will work in conjunction with several industry representatives and associations to create an identification system that will work cooperatively with producers in Maine. The coordinator will attend producer organizational meetings and work with the University of Maine Cooperative Extension, 4-H Organization, the Maine Farm Bureau, Maine Veterinary Medical Association and others to determine the types and locations of premises to register. They will work to include all industry segments: producers, auctions, slaughter plants, fairs, and “backyard” livestock owners. The MAIS coordinator will also help producers identify financial assistance to help defray the costs of equipment and supplies.

Contact Information:
Shelley Doak, Director, Animal Health and Industry
Judy Perry, Maine Animal Identification System Coordinator
Maine Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources
28 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0028
Phone: (207) 287-4507
Fax: (207) 287-7548
E-Mail inquiries: judy.h.perry@maine.gov http://www.maine.gov/agriculture/ahi/MAIS/maishomepage.html%20
Minnesota- Rec’d $434,578

Minnesota is developing a system that will allow an exposed animal to be traced within 48 hours of a disease outbreak. To accomplish this goal, State officials will focus on collecting the location of every livestock premises in the State along with the associated producer contact information. The primary goal of this project is to identify and register all livestock premises in Minnesota, particularly cattle premises. In working to achieve this goal, the State will make significant progress toward validating over 50,000 premises currently in its database and enhancing the Generic Database. Minnesota's project will also include the development of an animal tracking system for multiple species that could be a potential model for the NAIS. As part of the project, officials will collect and transmit animal movement data from some Minnesota farms, auction markets, and packing plants. The State will carry out a pilot project to test the use of radio frequency identification in swine and beef herds and track individual animals and groups of animals. Minnesota also plans to begin an educational campaign to inform all State livestock producers of the NAIS. The State will enlist the help of many stakeholders including veterinarians, veterinary clinics, auction markets, laboratories, universities, other state agencies, associations, packing plants, etc. Minnesota officials believe that direct input from producers and industry leaders is vital to the success of NAIS. As part of the project, the State has convened a group of stakeholders to act as an advisory committee to implementing NAIS in Minnesota.

Contact Information:
Dave Wiklund 

Minnesota Board of Animal Health
90 West Plato Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55107
Phone: 651-296-2942, x24
dave.wiklund@bah.state.mn.us
Mississippi- Rec’d $153,327

No Information Available

Contact Information:
Dr. James A. Watson

State Veterinarian

Board of Animal Health

Mississippi Department of Animal Health

P. O. Box 3889, Jackson MS 39207

121 N. Jefferson St., Jackson, MS 39201

Phone: (601) 359-1170

Fax: (601) 359-1177

jimw@mdac.state.ms.us
Missouri- Rec’d $433,064

Missouri's multi-species animal identification program covers the entire State. Phase One of the program will involve the premises registration—utilizing the Standardized Premises Registration System offered by USDA—of over 100,000 locations and other non-producer participants. To accomplish this objective, Missouri officials will put equipment and personnel in place to facilitate cooperation and streamline the registration process between these entities, Missouri's Division of Animal Health, and USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. Additionally, stakeholder education will continue with meetings, publications, and web-based information throughout this initial phase. The goal for Phase One is to have 70 percent of premises reporting by the end of the first year. Stakeholder organizations such as farm organizations, breed and production organizations, marketing institutions, retailers, and others have been or are currently being contacted in order to further leverage resources in the implementation effort. As these groups communicate the intentions of the plan, a database of premises information will be built, which will allow Phase Two of the program—the identification and movement reporting of animals—to proceed.

Contact Information:
Stephen Goff, DVM
Animal Identification Plan Administrator
Missouri Department of Agriculture
Division of Animal Health
P.O. Box 630
Jefferson City, MO 65102
Phone: 573-751-2540
Steve.Goff@mda.mo.gov
Montana- Rec’d $431,928 

As the animal health authority in the State, the Montana Department of Livestock (the Department) is designated to administer the NAIS program in Montana. The Department is currently working with the Montana State University Beef Network program to complete a pilot project. This is a limited project involving 20-25 cattle producers, a few sheep producers, and a few livestock markets. The priority is to establish a premises registration system first, and then under the research portion of the grant, track cattle with radio frequency identification. Montana Beef Network has been tracking calves and yearlings for production data with their members for the past 5 years. The Department is using USDA’s Standardized Premises Registration System to register premises. Montana producers who are not part of the Montana Beef Network can voluntarily register for a Premises Identification Number through the pilot project. Information is available on the Department Web site at www.mt.gov/liv. This 1-year project takes livestock from a variety of sources, identifies them through either hot iron brands, plastic ear tags or electronic identification tags, and follows them through an assortment of production settings. The venture involves several species, but cattle and sheep are the primary animals being tracked in the Montana project. There are seven sovereign Native American reservations in Montana. With the NAIS program, the State has the ability to reach agreement through a Memorandum of Understanding so that the Tribal entities administer their own programs.

Contact Information:
Marc Bridges
Executive Officer 
Montana Department of Livestock
Phone: 406-444-7323
mbridges@mt.gov
www.mt.gov/liv
Nebraska- Rec’d $130,000

The State of Nebraska has a large and varied livestock industry and an incursion of a foreign animal disease (FAD) would be devastating. The State will be focusing on premises registration as the first step towards building a system that will ultimately be able to trace animals that have been exposed to an FAD or other disease of concern within 48 hours of detection. Nebraska's program objectives during this funding year include:

· Providing personnel to collect and record data to populate the premises identification database and assist landowners with questions and concerns. 

· Providing outreach premises identification information and assisting producers and landowners in the State of Nebraska on using the system. This may be done via contract or by the Nebraska Department of Agriculture. 

· Assigning premises identification to as many livestock locations as possible during the term of the agreement. 

By implementing and accomplishing these objectives, Nebraska will be better prepared to provide first response during an FAD incursion and begin controlling the disease situation until additional help becomes available. The premises registration system will provide a foundation for the State to build upon to be able to accurately track animals and aid in controlling the progression of a foreign or emerging animal disease situation. Use of the premises allocation system to provide continuous updating of the premises database to the NAIS National Premises Information Repository will be accomplished by, but not limited to, conversions of current State premises systems, utilization of veterinary clinics, and integration of existing Nebraska Brand Commission data.

Contact Information:
State Veterinarian, (Vacant)

Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Animal Industry
P.O. Box 94787
Lincoln, NE 68509-4787
Phone: 800-572-2437
New Jersey- Rec’d $100,000

The New Jersey Department of Agriculture's Division of Animal Health will be participating in the U.S. Department of Agriculture's NAIS. New Jersey's NAIS project is entitled "Developing a Premises Identification Infrastructure System that Sustains Future Individual Animal Identification and Traceability." The Division of Animal Health expects to acquire the resources necessary to assign premises identification numbers to many farms of various species-including beef and dairy cattle, goats, sheep, horses, cervids, and poultry-by the end of the funded year.

Contact Information:
Dr. Sebastian Reist
New Jersey Department of Agriculture
Division of Animal Health
P.O. Box 330
Trenton, NJ 08625
Phone: 609-292-3965
Sebastian.Reist@at.state.nj.us
North Dakota- Rec’d $515,000

The North Dakota project will share the collection and administration of premises information and animal movement data between two separate entities-the North Dakota State Board of Animal Health (ND BOAH) and the North Dakota Stockmen's Association (NDSA). By law, all animal identification programs in the State pertaining to cattle, horses, and mules are under the jurisdiction of NDSA. All other species fall under the jurisdiction of ND BOAH. During the next year, ND BOAH expects to be able to identify the vast majority of the following premises and issue premises identification numbers using the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Standardized Premises Registration System: 850 sheep farms, 450 swine farms, 350 dairy operations, and 230 bison operations. These numbers reflect approximations from the North Dakota Agriculture Department, North Dakota Extension Service, NDSA, and Agriculture Statistics. The NDSA will identify operations that are primarily beef, horse, and mule operations. Approximately 10,000 beef operations are in North Dakota. The equine premises numbers are not as readily available but will be included. As was done with the sheep industry in North Dakota when issuing scrapie tags and flock numbers, ND BOAH will work closely with Extension agents to determine where premises are and what species are on each premises.

Contact Information:
Dr. Susan Keller, State Veterinarian
State Board of Animal Health
North Dakota Department of Agriculture
600 E Boulevard Dept. 602
Bismarck, ND 58505-2231
Phone: 701-328-2655
Fax: 701-328-4567
skeller@state.nd.us
Ohio- Rec’d $130,000

The Ohio Department of Agriculture maintains an Enterprise database that serves as a repository for identified agricultural locations in Ohio. This system was established in association with the State's emergency preparedness activities. A number of identified livestock premises are in the Enterprise database. Ohio is working at the State level to obtain additional livestock premises information; officials have received training on the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Standardized Premises Registration System to register these premises. The Enterprise database maintains premises information on a variety of livestock premises including the following: licensed grade A and B dairy farms in Ohio; permitted large livestock operations; producers who have livestock samples submitted to the Animal Disease Diagnostics Laboratory or to the National Veterinary Services Laboratories; livestock markets and concentration yards; renderers; and producers participating in disease control programs with herd certification or status programs. In addition, the State will incorporate a formal registration process that will involve assistance from identified commodity organizations, Extension Services, livestock markets, and field staff of the Ohio Division of Animal Industry. This process will ensure maximum participation, verify or flag existing information, and begin the transformation of how Ohio livestock industries do business.

Appropriate interfacing between the Ohio Department of Agriculture's Enterprise database and the NAIS will facilitate Ohio's implementation and progress toward efficient premises identification and subsequent animal identification. The Ohio Department of Agriculture will network with the States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, as they will be using the same system. These States will have a uniform means of communicating with the NAIS as well as with each other.

Contact Information:
Gary Wilson, Coordinator
Ohio Department of Agriculture
Division of Animal Industry
8995 East Main Street
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
Phone: 614-725-6220
Fax: 614-728-6310
gwilson@mail.agri.state.oh.us
Oklahoma- Rec’d $675,000, Osage Nation Rec’d $50,000, and Texas Rec’d $1,000,000 

Participants include Oklahoma, Osage Nation, and Texas

For the Texas portion of the project other participants include Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, the Navajo Nation, the Hopi Tribe, the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, Chihuahua and Sonora Mexico

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry; The Texas Animal Health Commission; and the Osage Nation proposed a joint project to initiate premises identification, develop a pilot project to evaluate tags and readers in various livestock species, and identify and track livestock through various marketing venues. In addition to the previously mentioned entities, the project will include participation by producer, processor, and marketing organizations, academia and extension, and third party service and product providers. The project will focus on the animal identification of cattle (beef and dairy), horses, sheep, goats, and domestic cervidae. Each agency will hire an Animal Identification Program Coordinator and support the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) outreach efforts, through use of the materials prepared and provided by USDA. The premises identification portion of this project will utilize software provided by USDA to interface with the national premises number allocator and data repositories. Officials have or will receive training on USDA's Standardized Premises Registration System to register premises. The agencies will acquire necessary hardware, software, and staff to administer and manage the premises identification system. Project administrators will utilize third party product and service providers to conduct the animal identification and tracking portion of the Texas/Oklahoma/Osage Nation implementation project. These functions will include the recording and reporting of animal identification, collecting animal movement data, and submitting data to a central or common database. The project administrators will conduct tests and evaluations of premises and animal identification databases in order to assess capabilities for effectively tracking animal movements, conducting trace back activities, and guaranteeing that these systems meet program standards.

Contact Information:

Oklahoma: Dr. Becky Brewer-Walker

State Veterinarian

Animal Industry Division

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture

Office Address: P. O. Box 528804, Oklahoma City, OK 73152

Mailing Address: 2800 N.Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73152

Phone: (405) 522-6134

Fax: (405) 522-0756

bbrewer@oda.state.ok.us
Osage Nation: Diane Daniels
Phone: 918-287-5404 
ddaniels@osagetribe.org
Texas: Dr. Bob Hillman
State Veterinarian and Executive Director, Texas

Animal Health Division

Texas Animal Health Commission

Mailing Address: P. O. Box 12966, Austin, TX 78711

2105 Kramer Lane, Austin, TX 78758

Phone: (512) 719-0700

Fax: (512) 719-0721

bhillman@tahc.state.tx.us
Osage Nation- Rec’d $50,000

See joint project under Oklahoma for description

Pennsylvania- Rec’d $615,000

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture (PDA) is working in conjunction with Penn State University, Lancaster Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA), Dairy One, National DHIA, and the Pennsylvania Beef Quality Assurance Program to carry out the goals of its NAIS cooperative agreement. PDA has installed a new computer system called PAHERDS that is linked to the National Premises Information Repository to secure premises numbers for Pennsylvania producers. PDA is also working with some auction facilities in the State to install panel readers to collect information on animal movement. PDA will work with DHIA to distribute and insert 50,000 tags in dairy animals in Pennsylvania. The collection of premises and animal information and the movement of the animals in commerce and to other premises will be recorded and interfaced with PDA’s database. The Pennsylvania Beef Quality Assurance Program is similar to the DHIA project in the dissemination of tags and the information that will be collected. The Quality Assurance Program will be disseminating 10,000 tags to producers and collect information for PDA. PDA’s project with Penn State will be an information-collecting program. Penn State will be sending out mailings with information data sheets and maps to producers, who will then pinpoint their premises on the map for geo-coding purposes. Penn State will collect the information and then download it to the PDA database, so the State can secure premises numbers for the producers.

Contact Information:
Paul Knepley, Chief
Division of Animal Health
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
410 Agriculture Building 
2301 North Cameron Street
Harrisburg , PA 17110 
Phone: 717-783-8300
Fax: 717-787-8808
Email: pknepley@state.pa.us
South Carolina- $199,865

Phase One of the South Carolina NAIS project encompasses premises identification (ID) and education. Clemson University Livestock Poultry Health (the State Veterinarian's Office) plans to integrate the South Carolina premises identification database with the Web-based Standardized Premises Registration System provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to provide an interface with the national premises number allocator and data repositories. The project allows producer and no producer participants to register premises through the Web-based system, either directly or with assistance, as well as by mail. While applicable to all species, a special effort will be made to reach beef, dairy, pork, sheep, and poultry producers. Our goal is to register 50 percent or more of the commercial producers in these industries during the first year. As the foundation of NAIS, premises ID is the critical first step in achieving the national goal of 48-hour tracing. An additional purpose of this project is to create broad support and ownership of the program by producers and related industries as we educate the public and register premises. The participants in the project include, from Clemson University: Livestock Poultry Health, Animal & Veterinary Sciences, Cooperative Extension Service, and the Department of Sociology; and the South Carolina Department of Agriculture, South Carolina Farm Bureau, South Carolina Cattlemen's Association, South Carolina Beef Board, South Carolina Livestock Markets Association, South Carolina Pork Board, South Carolina Poultry Federation, United Dairy Herd Improvement Association, and the South Carolina Jersey Cattle Association.

Contact Information:
Dr. Boyd H. Parr
Interim Director, Animal Health Programs, Clemson University
P.O. Box 102406 
Columbia, SC 29224-2406
Phone: 803-788-2260 x231, Mobile: 803-312-3528
bparr@clemson.edu
South Dakota- $505,240

The project will be open to all producers, markets, and processor components within the State. This system will work with the Governor’s South Dakota Beef Marketing Initiative known as South Dakota Certified. The State Animal Health Official with the South Dakota Animal Industry Board will distribute premises identification numbers to participants. Those participating in this program and other process certification plans will obtain radio frequency identification (RFID) for their animals. The South Dakota Department of Agriculture and other process-certifying agents will be asked to share movement data, which will be maintained by the State Animal Health Official in an individual animal identification database, with the national animal identification database. Volunteer Dakota Certified participants will be required to share movement data with the State Animal Health Official and identify their cattle using NAIS-compatible RFID systems. 

Contact Information:
Sam D. Holland, DVM
State Veterinarian
South Dakota Animal Industry Board
411 South Fort St.
Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: 605-773-3321
Fax: 605-773-5459
dr.holland@state.sd.us
http://www.state.sd.us/aib/
Texas- Rec’d $1,000,000

See joint project under Oklahoma for description

Tri- National Proposal- Rec’d $1,214,579

Participants-The Consortium includes the Navajo Nation and Hopi Tribe; Sonora and Chihuahua, Mexico; and Arizona, Colorado, and New Mexico.

The Tri-National Livestock Identification project is unique in many ways. It involves three contiguous Western states (Arizona, Colorado, and New Mexico), three sovereign Native American nations (the Navajo Nation, the Hopi Tribe, and the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe), and two Mexican states (Chihuahua and Sonora Mexico). All participating jurisdictions are brand states that will use their existing brand inspection infrastructure to assist in carrying out livestock movement recordings. A third-party software company maintains the consortium's jurisdictional databases; interfaces with the NAIS premises allocator, premises repository and animal identification repository; and distributes and records animal identification and animal movements. The project is divided into five basic components: outreach; premises registration for all major livestock species and non-producer participants; livestock identifier application; recording of GPS coordinates with livestock movement from farm of origin to livestock markets, change of ownership, feedlots and packing plants; and livestock traceability exercises. The services of an economist will be utilized to design the economic evaluation parameters, and a survey specialist will provide pre- and post-project surveys of producers' attitudes toward animal identification. All jurisdictions are working with Cooperative Extension and others to facilitate outreach efforts. During outreach meetings the third party database provider will facilitate producer premises registration via the Internet. Premises and transit "smart cards" will be tested for efficacy in recording livestock movements and transactions.

Further, selected horses identified with RFID implants will also be issued smart cards with the horse's adult picture imprinted on the card, and the RFID number, premises identification and animal health information recorded on the smart card's chip. Animal identification including RFID and biometrics will be utilized and integrated into the Consortium's databases. Tractability exercises will be used to evaluate the projects ability to meet the 48-hour trace back goal.

Contact Information:
Dr. Wayne Cunningham
Colorado State Veterinarian
Colorado Department of Agriculture
700 Kipling St., Suite 4000
Lakewood, CO 80215
Phone: 303-239-4162
Fax: 303-239-4164
wayne.cunningham@ag.state.co.us
Utah- Rec’d $182,100

The goal of the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food is to be an active participant and leader in the NAIS. During the next year, State officials will work with cattle, sheep, horse and cervidae (elk) owners across Utah to achieve this goal by meeting two major objectives. The State's first objective is to use the existing database of livestock brand recordings and the 2005 brand renewal year to obtain premises numbers for and populate the National Premises Repository System with information from at least 50 percent (approximately 10,000) of Utah's current cattle, dairy, sheep, and horse owners. They will also obtain premises identification numbers for auctions and packing plants. The State's second objective is to obtain premises numbers for all of Utah's elk farms and hunting parks. They will also individually identify 2,500 head of elk using radio frequency identification tags and track the animals from premises to premises throughout the upcoming year.

Contact Information:
Michael R. Marshall, D.V.M., State Veterinarian
Phone: 801-538-7160
mmarshall@utah.gov
Terry Menlove, Bureau Chief, Livestock Inspection
Phone: 801-538-7166
tmenlove@utah.gov
Department of Agriculture and Food

350 North Redwood Road

PO Box 146500

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-6500

Vermont- Rec’d $100,000

No Information Available

Contact Information:

Dr. Kerry Rood

State Veterinarian

Food & Markets

Vermont Department of Agriculture

Office Address: 116 State St., Drawer 20

Montpelier, VT 05602-2901

Phone: (802) 828-2421

Fax: (802) 828-5983

drrood@agr.state.vt.us
West Virginia- $100,000

West Virginia has the highest percentage of family-owned farms in the Nation at 93 percent, and the West Virginia Department of Agriculture recognizes the importance of protecting them from widespread animal disease outbreaks. The State plans on putting in place a premises identification system that can effectively identify premises where animals are located. State officials are currently using USDA's Standardized Premises Registration System to register these premises. The State will build upon this foundation by incorporating animal identification and animal tracking. Eventually, it will be able to trace back animals within 48 hours of any foreign or domestic animal disease outbreak. Working with the West Virginia Office of Emergency Services and with the Department of Homeland Security, the West Virginia Department of Agriculture has established an alliance of 18 State agencies/organizations that supports the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) NAIS. The West Virginia Department of Agriculture has matched USDA's NAIS cooperative agreement funds to implement a pilot project whose goal is to register 8,000 farms in the first year. Each farm will have a unique premises identification number. West Virginia will hire a full-time State identification coordinator to oversee this project. The coordinator will purchase equipment, schedule meetings with the stakeholders, direct office personnel in premises registration, and direct livestock markets and slaughterhouses with their involvement in the identification program. Progress with the premises identification system will be recorded and sent in with quarterly reports to USDA.

Contact Information: 
Dr. Joe Starcher, State Veterinarian
West Virginia Department of Agriculture

State Capitol
1900 Kanawha Blvd. East
Charleston, WV 25305
Phone: 304-558-2214
jstarcher@ag.state.wv.us
Wyoming- Rec’d $361,929

The Wyoming NAIS project is based on a proposal submitted by the Wyoming Livestock Board (WLSB). Wyoming will partner with neighboring States and private industry to develop the best-possible animal identification system for Wyoming producers. The State's goal is to integrate existing data from its current databases into a low-cost comprehensive Wyoming Premises Database. The basis for the database will be WLSB herd files, as well as brand recording and inspection records. In addition, the database will incorporate information from Wyoming Department of Agriculture records and statistics, University of Wyoming Cooperative Extension records, and private producer records. The WLSB will also test whether existing brand inspection personnel and infrastructure can be used to track livestock that change ownership through both private treaty sales and livestock entering into interstate commerce via Wyoming livestock markets. The Wyoming project will also address the many unique challenges that the sheep industry faces in implementing animal identification. The ultimate goal of the project is to demonstrate that livestock can be tracked without significantly changing the existing flow of commerce.

Contact Information:
Lee Romsa, Brand Commissioner
Wyoming Livestock Board
2020 Carey Avenue
4th Floor
Cheyenne, WY 82002
Phone: 307-777-6443
Fax: 307-777-6561
lromsa@state.wy.us
