CANADA-UNITED STATES PROVINCES-STATES ADVISORY GROUP (PSAG)

XVI TRI-NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL ACCORD
2006-2007 WORKPLAN

Revised: March 27, 2007 - Note:  This is a working document subject to revision on a regular basis as the activities proceed and new issues develop.  BOLDED items are pending approval from lead states/provinces.

	ISSUE
	LEADS
	ITEM
	ACTION
	COMMENTS


	Animal Health Issues


	Leads:  Alberta, Montana, North Dakota

Others:  
California

Florida

Georgia

Idaho
Illinois 

Kansas

Kentucky 
Missouri 

New York

Washington 
West Virginia

Wyoming 

Saskatchewan
	· - Identify remaining concerns to resolve long-standing diseases issues for bluetongue, anaplasmosis, tuberculosis, and brucellosis.

	- Continue discussions to further resolve long-standing animal disease issues on bluetongue, anaplasmosis, tuberculosis and brucellosis.
Minnesota will report on bovine TB. (from NASDA conf. call)
	- Cda revised bluetongue import policies in July ’06. 

- RA on anaplasmosis to consider options to reduce restrictions.

- Elk is covered in the previous U.S. rule and bison is to be covered in new rule.
- Cda reported increased access to products from U.S. in June ’06.

	Coordinating Feed Standards


	Leads:  Alberta, Montana, North Dakota

Others:  
Minnesota

Missouri

Washington

Manitoba

British Columbia 
	· - North Dakota, Montana and Alberta are working together towards harmonization of feed, fertilizer and pet food regulations. (bold changes from NASDA conference call)

	· - Continue to monitor issue with a view to harmonizing animal health standards, livestock feed regulations and risk mitigation measures re BSE.

- Share information on analyses and quantified data (costs) from both countries of the various disposal methods and technologies.
Request FDA to conclude risk assessments to help determine where regulations are needed. (from NASDA conference call)


	- Cda reported on new legislation to prohibit SRMs from all feed and pet food coming into effect in ’07.

	Veterinary Drugs 
	Leads: Saskatchewan,  Minnesota
	Differences in the use of certain vet drugs and in the time required to approve certain drugs in both countries can result in a competitive advantage or disadvantage to producers on either side of the border. Furthermore, differences in regulations with respect to vet drugs results in increased monitoring at the border to ensure that certain vet drugs are not used or do not remain as residue in imported products.  
	A report from the CCA on current efforts to address differences in veterinary drug usage and approval.  
	CCA to Report

	Agricultural Biotechnology


	Leads:  Manitoba Kansas

Others:  
Idaho

Iowa

Minnesota

North Dakota

Alberta
	- KS reported on NASDA biotech initiatives (creation of Biotechnology Task Force) and collaboration efforts. MB and KS prepared to continue working together.
	-      - Continue to monitor this issue and share information on new developments.

Report on Australia’s introduction of biotech wheat. (from NASDA conference call)
	

	Pesticide Harmonization
	Leads:  Saskatchewan, North Dakota

Others:  
Florida
Montana

British Columbia
Prince Edward Island
	- Tabled: Draft letter to US EPA and PMRA to further pesticide harmonization particularly in the areas of pricing, MRL, availability and common labeling.  
	- SK continuing to work with ND and awaiting additional information on list of products targeted for harmonization.

· - Joint letters to senior federal officials signed and sent August 16, 2006.

· - Responses received (T. Clement, H.C., September 26, A. Opalick, PMO, October 17, A.E. Lindsay, EPA, October 24, ’06)


	Clement response directs chairs to communicate with PMRA – Trish MacQuarrie, Director, ASRAD of PMRA
Lindsay response acknowledges invitation to participate at XVII Accord and provide progress report on TWG efforts to date.

	Country of Origin Labeling
	Leads:  Alberta, Florida

Others:  
Montana

North Dakota

Utah

Manitoba
Ontario
Saskatchewan

Quebec
	· A brief report on Montana’s COOL legislation provided at XVI Accord

NASDA recommends removing issue from work plan.


	· - Continue to monitor Federal and State level legislation.
	CCA to report.


	Bioterrorism and Biosecurity
	Leads:  Nova Scotia, Washington
Others:
Florida 
Georgia 

Iowa

Ohio

Montana

New York 

Ontario, New Brunswick, Manitoba, Quebec, 
	· - IA reported on the impact of state obligations to implement homeland security requirements and the Government Coordinating Council founded post 9/11 dealing with agriculture sector at XVI Accord.
	· Continue exchanging information on biosecurity and bioterrorism requirements in both countries.

NASDA recommends this issue as a reporting item not a work plan item.  Report on cross-border training and provide updates on the states activities.
	· 

	Invasive Species
tc \l3 "Invasive Species
	Leads:  Ontario, Delaware, British Columbia, Washington

Others:  
Idaho
New Jersey

Saskatchewan
	· - Establishment of composite list of invasive species for all 50 States and Canada’s 10 provinces and territories to facilitate future discussion.


	· - Further updates and additional information to be provided.

- ON to report at 2007 Accord.

- US will work to complete NASDA survey of States.
	- ON suggested focus on new technologies (development of DNA bar-coded database and miniaturizing the investigative technology to allow for rapid detection and to advance the control efforts).

	Joint Prov / State Marketing Opportunities

Organic Products
	Leads:  Ontario, Montana

Others:  
Alabama

Delaware 
Montana 
New Jersey

Ohio

Alberta
	- Montana request for discussion on organic products.

- Opportunities for Canadian and U.S. officials to discuss joint regional development of marketing and promotional materials for specific products.
	- ON to provide update on Canada’s development of a National Organics Standard.
	

	Joint Prov / State Marketing Opportunities

Apples 
	Leads:  New York, Nova Scotia, Ontario

Others:  Michigan 
West Virginia Washington
	- Agreement between provinces and state to consult regionally on marketing opportunities.
	- Provinces/States to consider enhanced collaboration on research exchange.
	This agenda item to be considered as part of the Joint Prov / State Marketing Opportunities for Ag. Products initiative.

	Joint Prov / State Marketing Opportunities

Wine Trade /Customs Duties
	Leads:  California, Ontario

Others:  
Illinois

Missouri

New York 
Ohio 

	- Need for Canadian and American industry to work together and to examine marketing opportunities and development of cross-promoting wine regions, possible coordination of quality provisions. 
	- Provinces/States to examine joint wine promotion and marketing opportunities.
	This agenda item to be considered as part of the Joint Prov / State Marketing Opportunities for Ag. Products initiative.

	Ministerial Exemptions/ Marketing Orders
	Leads: Idaho, New York, Minnesota
	- Bilateral negotiations ongoing on Ministerial Exemptions and on Marketing Orders.
	- CCA to monitor and provide information and updates on both Ministerial Exemptions and Marketing Orders.
	

	Upcoming Reg / State / Prov / Ind Consultations and Meetings
	Leads:  Alberta,  Idaho
	- Members requested to provide list of upcoming meetings.
	· - Provinces and States to provide list of meetings, dates and locations.
	

	Tri-lateral Working Groups
	
	- Rural Development, Trade Remedies, Harmonization working groups.
	· - Monitor progress.
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