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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

OCT 6 2008

The H<3RerableGeorge Groeneveld
Minister

Alberta Agric ture and Rural Development
Room 424, Legis ure Building
10800- 97th Avenue, W.,
Edmonton, Alberta T5 B6

Dear Mr. Minister:

Thank you for your August 18,2008, letter regarding the Department of Agriculture's
(USDA) mandatory country of origin labeling (COOL) program for beef, pork, lamb, chicken,
goat meat, perishable agricultural commodities, peanuts, pecans, ginseng, and macadamia nuts.

Let me begin by saying that I recognize and share your desire that USDA implement this
mandatory COOL program in a manner that is consistent with U.S. international trade
obligations and that will ensure uninterrupted trade between our countries. I believe the Interim
Final Rule pertaining to the mandatory COOL program we published in the Federal Register on
August 1,2008, achieves these objectives, and I can assure you that we will do everything
possible to implement this program accordingly.

However, I encourage the Canada-Mexico Working Group to submit comments on this
COOL regulation so that we implement this program in a way that incorporates your input. Let
me close by saying that I value the close working relationship that our countries enjoy together
and will do all that I can to preserve our mutually beneficial agri-foodtrade relationship.

A similar letter is being sent to your co-chair, the Honorable Jorge Kondo Lopez.

Sincerely,

L
Edward T. Schafe
Secretary
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