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The Tri-Lateral Working Group on Harmonization of the Tri-National Agricultural Accord amongst Canada, Mexico and the United States met in Sacramento, California, to discuss issues related to the harmonization of standards and guidelines that affect animal health, plant health, food safety and pesticides in the NAFTA countries. Delegates heard presentations from the following:

· Dr. Dan Sheesley, Deputy Administrator International Services, APHIS and he reviewed current mechanisms to harmonize animal, plant and food safety standards among the NAFTA countries; 
· Nate Dechoretz, Director of Inspection Services, CDFA and Hank Giclas, Vice President, Western Growers Association and they reported on the Leafy Green Marketing Agreement; 
· Gordon Cox, Investigations Director, FDA and provided information on host of FDA programs and committees;
· Ing. José Lionel Camalich Lagarda, Director de Inocuidad Alimentaria y Fitosanidad de la SAGARHPA and provided an overview of the food safety programs within the state of Sonora; and 

· Anne Lindsay, Deputy Director for Programs, Office of Pesticide Programs and she reported the latest on pesticide harmonization
Delegates reviewed a proposal for action in 2008-2009:
· Present a list of issues to federal partners based on the list that was reported from the Monterrey Accord meeting.
· Add other issues for consideration this year (FDA presentation had a very good summary of the topics of interest within the CCAs)

· For each topic, each country should determine whether it is a trilateral or bilateral issue. 

· For each topic, include a short description of the “desired outcome.”
· Identify what is required to accomplish this desired outcome and where possible identify the federal entity for action or assistance with the following:

· Risk assessment/import or export protocol and by whom (which nation/agency)

· Addition to the CCA

· Formalized agreement, protocol developed, law change

· Priority established within a regional/international standard setting body

The working group agreed to meet on Wednesday, August 13, 2008 in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, at the 18th Annual Tri-National Agricultural Accord and that an interim conference call will be scheduled before the Annual Accord meeting to report on progress.
Recommendations:
· Request an overview by federal officials from each government on the current negotiations and harmonization efforts on Bovine TB.
· Request an overview by federal officials from each government on the harmonization of quarantine protocols as it relates to fruit flies.

· NAFTA technical working group on pesticide harmonization; presentation on the next five year work plan.

· Issues added to list are: citrus greening, leafy green marketing agreement, light brown apple moth, cactus moth and food safety metrics. 
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