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Task Force Report
Summary of Task Force Action:

Adrian Polansky, Secretary, Kansas Department of Agriculture, and Chair, Biotechnology Task Force, called the meeting to order. NASDA Members from 11 States were present. 

BRS Report. Michael Gregoire and Sid Abel, BRS USDA, spoke to the group regarding several issues. As a result of a lawsuit, USDA requested input on several issues relating to the re-regulation of Roundup Ready alfalfa and several options the agency has regarding future actions on the regulated product: 1) continued regulation, 2) full deregulation or 3) deregulation in part, e.g., geographic restrictions or possibly deregulation of 1 of 2 lines. The agency received 240 comments on the notice of intent in 18 broad areas.
USDA was also sued in a similar suit to the alfalfa suit; the additional suit was regarding whether the agency should be required to re-regulate Roundup Ready sugar beets that the agency had deregulated.  In these suits one of the requests has been for the agency to determine the economic impact of the deregulation on organic farmers.
BRS is also making progress on a programmatic EIS (Environmental Impact Statement). It is on track to publish a draft in early spring or summer. They also briefed the Task Force on progress on continuing the state inspection pilot project and on the Quality Management System the agency is developing. 

Harvest on the Horizon: Addressing Consumer Concerns on Biotechnology Issues. The Task Force also heard from Mary Lee Chin. Mary Lee is a nutritionist and dietician. She discussed the value and need for eating nutritional food and the fact that food quality is not based on the production method; all methods can and do produce good quality food. She also emphasized the need to eat lots and lots of fruits and vegetables – 13 servings a day (5 a day + +).
Mary Lee identified several key trends in nutrition. These include: the role of nutrition in health, concern and confused about dietary fats, taste and price of food and beverages, allergenicity, environmental issues, and going local and ethical. She also spoke about the development of many functional foods of value to good nutrition and the level of safety evaluation conducted to determine substantial equivalence.

Mary Lee also showed a video, “What’s for Lunch?” prepared by the International Food Information Council, that is a very entertaining production focused on the need to eat good quality food. 

Policy Amendments & Action Items: No policy amendments or action items were considered by the Task Force. The Task Force plans to delve more deeply into cloning and transgenic animal issues during the Annual Meeting in Bismarck in September. 
