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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

Amendment to:_International Marketing and Trade of Agricultural 



   Products______________________________________

Section Number /Title to Be Amended:  6.2 Expansion of Trade 

Opportunities____________

Subject of Amendment:  Trade with Cuba _______________________________

Submitted By: Greg Ibach, Director           Nebraska _________________________




(Name)


(State)
Amendment Text (Please write legibly):

Trade with Cuba — Current U.S. economic sanctions against Cuba 
 allow for U.S. food and agricultural sales to an island that’s only 90 miles from Florida, but include very challenging and specific licensing and financial provisions to which  US exporters must adhere.
As Cuba’s economy responds to increased investment, incomes will increase and in turn cause an increase

in food consumption - especially processed food products. An increase in tourism along with the reform of

Cuba’s economy is expected to increase demand for imported foods even more.

The United States, with its variety of products, does have a trade advantage with Cuba given its close

proximity to Florida. NASDA urges the Administration and the various U.S. government agencies to interpret the Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act as broadly as possible, especially the financial terms so companies can compete with other countries in the global marketplace.

NASDA further urges the Administration and the U.S. Congress to reexamine U.S. policy towards Cuba and

lift the current embargo against Cuba. Since 2004, the United States has annually averaged $370 million in agricultural export sales to Cuba.  Forty years ago 60 percent of Cuba’s food imports came from the United States. Current U.S. trade policy provides great inefficiencies to both United States farmers and the Cuban government. Third party currency exchanges further compound trade activity problems. Further, U.S. trade policy to Cuba is inconsistent with trade policy to other countries. Therefore a major change in policy is appropriate.

The U.S. should eliminate the “Cash Only” sales provision of the current law as well as extend trade to other areas besides food and medicine. Laws and regulations related to visa and license requirements should be streamlined to better promote trade activities. Long term contracts should be allowed, which will provide more efficiencies for both parties. We further believe exchange of biotech research would have a benefit to both countries. Importation of Cuban products into the U.S. should be allowed on the condition that there are appropriate safeguards for our domestic markets, particularly for import-sensitive commodities. In addition, it is critical that Cuba be held to the same sanitary/phytosanitary standards as the rest of the world trading community. Tourism restrictions for both countries should be lifted.

Signature______________________________________

Date____1/24/08__________________
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Adopted w/ Amend.
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