February 11, 2008

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr., Chairman

U.S. House Judiciary Committee

2426 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2214

Dear Chairman Conyers,

As an organization representing agricultural producers and industries nationwide, we, the elected and appointed members of the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture, are writing to express our strong support for HR 1650, the Railroad Antitrust Enforcement Act of 2007.  HR 1650 and a companion bill in the House, S 772, were introduced with bipartisan support, indicating national interest in this proposed legislation.

Rail transportation remains a critical component to the agriculture industry as it moves commodities to domestic and international markets from the producers in rural America.  This bill would amend the Federal antitrust laws to provide expanded coverage and to eliminate exemptions that are contrary to the public interest.  Currently in the United States there are only two groups that are exempt from anti-trust laws – railroads and baseball.  The lack of competition among the railroads has resulted in unreasonably high rates and unreliable service for the agriculture producers.  With the massive concentration in the rail industries during the 1980’s and 1990’s, whole states, whole regions and even entire industries have become captive to a single railroad.  

HR 1650, as introduced by Representatives Baldwin, Alexander, Pomeroy, Walz and Baker in the 110th Congress, is critically important to ensure that rail customers have access to competitive rail service and that rail customers in those areas without competition have access to reliable rail service and are protected from unreasonable railroad rates and practices.  The legislation will remove the antitrust exemption from railroads and hopefully begin a process where our nation’s railroads will become more responsive to the needs of our economy.

The bill has been referred to the Committee on Judiciary and the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee for action.  This legislation has a significant bi-partisan cosponsorship from members representing agriculture constituencies.  We want to lend our strong support to your continued efforts to bring fairness to the marketplace and ensure agriculture access to safe, reliable and competitive railroad service in this ever increasingly competitive global marketplace.

Sincerely,

Roger Johnson

President

