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May 11, 2007

Charlie Ingram

National Association of State Departments of Agriculture

1156 15th Street NW

Suite 1020

Washington, DC  20005

Dear Mr. Ingram:

The AVMA was established in 1863 and is the largest veterinary medical association in the world.  As a not-for-profit association established to advance the science and art of veterinary medicine, AVMA is the recognized national voice for the veterinary profession.  The association’s more than 75,000 members represent approximately 85% of U.S. veterinarians, all of whom are involved in myriad areas of veterinary medical practice including private, corporate, academic, industrial, governmental, military, and public health services.

The AVMA supports S. 1150: New Markets for State Inspection Meat and Poultry Act of 2007; S. 1149//H.R. 1760: A bill to amend the Federal Meat Inspection Act and the Poultry Products Inspection Act to authorize the interstate distribution of State-inspected meat and poultry if the Secretary of Agriculture determines that the State inspection requirements are at least equal to Federal inspection requirements and to require the Secretary to reimburse State agencies for part of the costs of the inspections. 

We would like to join the Coalition for Fair Agriculture and Rural Markets.  Collectively, we can strongly advocate for this legislation that would allow state-inspected meat and poultry to be sold nationally.

Please feel free to contact me (202-289-3205; mlutschaunig@avma.org) or Dr. Doug Meckes (202-289-3210; dmeckes@avma.org) if you have any questions or need additional information about our organization.  Dr. Meckes will be responsible for this legislation in the 110th Congress.

Sincerely,

[image: image1.jpg]Do /.7”4,,4@/ Jiud M5




Mark Lutschaunig, VMD MBA

Director, Governmental Relations Division
Cc:  
Dr. Doug Meckes


Dr. Daniel LaFontaine
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