FY 2006 Congressional Appropriations

PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
(Please Answer All that Apply)

Organization or Person Requesting Funding:

National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)

Name of Project:


Specialty Crop Block Grant

Provide a summary of what the completed project will enable and whom it will serve.

Block Grant was authorized in P.L. 108-465 and will be disbursed to all states based upon their value of specialty crop production.  Block grant funds must be used to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops (defined as fruits and vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits and nursery cops).  Funding will facilitate targeted marketing campaigns, specialty crop-related research such as methyl bromide alternatives, pest/disease eradication programs and other activities, such as education, nutrition programs and food safety.

Who are the other community partners in this project?


Specialty crop producers, colleges/universities, agricultural associations

Will there be a state or local match?


Yes, in most cases.

Has this project been included in any federal agency budget request?


No

Total Amount requested AND from what federal source (please include federal agency and specific account, i.e. APHIS, Emerging Plant Pest):


$44,500,000 – To be disbursed to all states based upon the value of their specialty crop production with no state receiving less than $100,000 as a base grant.

Agricultural Marketing Service or Commodity Credit Corporation

Is this project authorized in any federal statute?  If so, please give citation:


Yes, P.L. 108-465

Why/how does this project pass the threshold of warranting the award of federal tax dollars?

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1While the specialty crop industry annually accounts for more than $53 billion in cash receipts – close to 54% of the total cash receipts for all.  In addition, imports of specialty crops have outstripped the small gain in exports.  When comparing U.S. specialty crop import and export values over the period 1997-2002: imports - increased 39% to a total of $14.7 billion in 2002; while, exports - increased 6.5% to a total of $11.7 billion in 2002.  There is an increasing concern over the challenges that face growers of specialty crops. 

Specific Language to be included in the bill:


Specialty Crop Block Grant Program - $44,500,000

Congressional District represented by:  NASDA members represent the 50 states and four U.S. territories, including Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

