April 8, 2005

Chairman Bonilla, 

Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies

Room 2362-A Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Ranking Member DeLauro, 

Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies

1016 Longworth House Office Building

Washington DC 20515

Dear Chairman Bonilla and Ranking Member DeLauro:

We are writing in support of appropriations in the FY 2006 budget for certain programs authorized by the Specialty Crop Competitiveness Act (H.R. 3242, Public Law No: 108-465), as enacted in 2004.  

H.R. 3242 was designed to make U.S. specialty crop growers—who produce approximately 50% of the value of all agricultural crops in the U.S.—more competitive in today’s global markets.  As you know, it is critically important that the U.S. have a strong domestic specialty crop industry capable of producing a nutritious, yet affordable, food supply for our dietary and national security needs.  In order to achieve this goal, we must invest in initiatives designed to enable our growers to remain competitive in global markets.  

The bipartisan Specialty Crop Competitiveness Act is of the utmost importance to growers of specialty crops and rural communities across the nation.  Further, we believe the specialty crop industry plays an important role in the overall agriculture trade picture, and the programs authorized in this legislation will provide the necessary tools need for the industry to prosper.  

Given the difficult challenges facing U.S. specialty crop growers today, we request your support for full funding of the following programs authorized by H.R. 3242 in the FY 06 federal agricultural budget:  

· $44.5 million for a Specialty Crop Block Grant program;

· $2 million in discretionary funds for the Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops
 program (in addition to $2 million in annual mandatory spending for TASC provided by the 2002 Farm Bill);

· $1.5 million for maintenance at the USDA/Agriculture Marketing Service inspection training center in Fredericksburg, Virginia.

Again, these programs are of vital importance to U.S. specialty crop growers.  Thank you for your consideration of this very important request.

Sincerely,

________________

________________


________________


Rep. Richard W. Pombo
Rep. Dennis A. Cardoza

Rep. Darlene Hooley

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Ed Case


Rep. Bill Thomas


Rep. Dave Camp 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Neil Abercrombie 
Rep. Thomas H. Allen 

Rep. Joe Baca 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. John Barrow

Rep. Bob Beauprez 


Rep. Xavier Becerra 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Bilirakis, Michael 
Rep. Earl Blumenauer 

Rep. Mary Bono 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Ginny Brown-Waite 
Rep. G. K. Butterfield
 

Rep. Ken Calvert 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Lois Capps

Rep. Henry Cuellar


Rep. Jim Costa

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Susan A. Davis 

Rep. Peter A. DeFazio 

Rep. John D. Dingell 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Phil English 

Rep. Anna G. Eshoo 


Rep. Bob Etheridge 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Bob Filner 

Rep. Elton Gallegly 


Rep. Wayne Gilchrest

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Bart Gordon, 

Rep. Ralph Hall


Rep. Katherine Harris 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Doc Hastings 

Rep. Wally Herger 


Rep. Ruben Hinojosa 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Peter Hoekstra

Rep. Tim Holden


Rep. Mike Honda 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Darrell Issa

Rep. William L. Jenkins

Rep. Sue W. Kelly 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Dale E. Kildee 

Rep. Rick Larsen 


Rep. Frank LoBiondo

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Zoe Lofgren 

Rep. Jim Marshall


Rep. Mike McIntyre

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Doris Matsui 

Rep. Michael H. Michaud 

Rep. Candice Miller 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. George Miller 

Rep. James P. Moran 


Rep. Napolitano 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Devin Nunes 

Rep. Todd Russell Platts 

Rep. Earl Pomeroy 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. David E. Price 

Rep. Adam H. Putnam 

Rep. Radanovich

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Ruppersberger 

Rep. Bernard Sanders


Rep. David Scott 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Rob Simmons 

Rep. Ike Skelton


Rep. Bart Stupak 

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Mike Thompson
 
Rep. John Tierney


Rep. Edolphus Towns

________________

________________


________________

Rep. Mark Udall 

Rep. Fred Upton 


Rep. Greg Walden 

________________

________________




Rep. Lynn C. Woolsey 
Rep. David Wu



