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Agriculture Secretary remains confident in Pennsylvania Beef Supply 

HARRISBURG:  Secretary of Agriculture Dennis C Wolff said today that he remains confident in Pennsylvania’s beef supply, despite the possible discovery of the nation’s first case of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE), or Mad Cow Disease, in Washington State.    

“Despite the presumptive positive finding of BSE in a Washington State cow, the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture remains confident in the safety of Pennsylvania produced beef,” said Wolff.  “The finding of this cow shows that USDA’s targeted surveillance program is working.”

Yesterday, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced that a single cow from Mabton, Washington, tested as presumptive positive for BSE.  A sample has been sent to the Organization of International Epizootics (OIE) Laboratory in Weybridge, England, for further testing and confirmation.  

Wolff said the USDA has an aggressive and comprehensive program in place to try to prevent the establishment and spread of BSE.  

Consumers should know:

· BSE has not been found in meat like steaks, roasts and other cuts of beef common to consumers.

· All U.S. cattle are inspected by a USDA Inspector or veterinarian before going to slaughter.

· BSE typically affects cattle over 30 months of age. The majority go to market by 24 months. 

· The U.S. banned importation of cattle from countries with BSE in 1989.

· The U.S. banned feeds produced with the meat and nerve tissue of ruminant animals in 1997 after it was determined to be a source of BSE.

Updates are available through USDA by calling 1-866-487-3226.  All media inquiries can be directed to 1-202-720-4623.  Further information is available on USDA’s Web site at www.usda.gov.  
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