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The NASDA Biotech Task Force met during the Midyear Meeting on February 7 & 8, 2007. Secretary Adrian Polansky, Kansas Department of Agriculture, chaired the meeting. He discussed several of the activities in which he’s been involved on behalf of NASDA and the Task Force. Secretary Polansky is an ex officio member of the USDA Secretary’s Biotech and 21st Agriculture Advisory Committee (AC 21). The committee is currently discussing “peaceful coexistence.” He indicated that the lessons learned during the NASDA-PIFB (the Pew Initiative on Food & Biotechnology) dialog on peaceful coexistence are very relevant to the discussions. Secretary Polansky also attended the APEC High-Level Dialog on Biotechnology meeting in Australia at the invitation of USDA. International interest exists on many of the issues that the NASDA Task Force has been working on. 

Cindy Smith, Assistant Deputy Administrator, APHIS, spoke about the efforts that BRS (Biotechnology Regulatory Services) is working on. The EIS (Environmental Impact Statement) on biotechnology regulatory programs will be published in the coming months. BRS is also working on a low-level presence policy (e.g., advantageous presence) and a rule on sharing CBI with states that can protect it. The pilot program with NASDA is in the process of being evaluated. BRS is working MOUs with several states to assist in conducting inspections of notification field trials and is discussing a pilot project with a state to assess the possibility that states might assist in inspections of pharma/industrial crop field trails. BRS is also looking at the authority provided within the Animal Health Protection Act to regulate transgenic animals. 

Dr. Larisa Rudenko, CVM-FDA, and Cindy Smith discussed US efforts within the Codex Alimentarius Commission. Two significant efforts currently on-going are dialogs on low-level presence and issues related to animal biotechnology. Progress is being made within the Commission and the US is committed to completing these efforts.

Dr. Rudenko discussed  FDA’s recent release of a draft Risk-Based Approach to Evaluate Animal Clones and Their Progeny. She indicated the level of evaluation of data that the agency had accomplished in assessing the technology. She discussed the voluntary moratorium on sale of food from clones and the desire the agency has for comment on the   draft risk assessment. She also discussed the differences between transgenic animals and cloned animals and the disparate policies that apply to them. 
 Lynn Clarkson, President, Clarkson Grain discussed International Marketing Issues with the Task Force. He indicated that his guiding principle has been “give customers what they want.” One issue that can make that goal difficult to accomplish is the lack of testing standards that are universally accepted in international marketing channels. He also discussed the shift of prices for corn and other commodities that have corresponded with the advancements of using corn for ethanol production. 

Scott Shore, Syngenta, discussed an amylase enhanced corn project and the potential value it may have on increasing efficiency of converting corn to ethanol. The product is currently in development. 

Professor Drew Kershen, University of Oklahoma School of Law, spoke to the full NASDA membership at last year’s Midyear meeting on general issues of liability, negligence, trespass, etc. as they relate to biotechnology. This year, Professor Kershen discussed several legal issues related more specifically to biotechnology and peaceful coexistence. In addition he provided his assessment of several legal issues and how the courts would likely rule. He also looked at some ways in which disputes might be resolved, e.g., grower districts. 

A significant amount of the Task Force’s time was devoted to policy and farm bill discussion. The Task Force reviewed existing policy, made recommendations for redrafting and reviewed a series of issues identified through the NASDA-PFIB dialogs that should be considered for policy development. Members who wish to be included in a working group will convene (primarily by conference call) over the summer to propose draft policy revision to be considered by the NASDA membership at the annual meeting in September 2007.

