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Report on Tri-National Agricultural Accord and Consultative Committees on Agriculture for Canada and Mexico:  Commissioner Roger Johnson provided a brief overview of the Accord and the upcoming meeting of the 17th Annual Tri-National Agricultural Accord in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico, April 18-21, 2007.  He briefly highlighted the work plans of the U.S. / Mexico Working Group, the U.S. / Canada Working Group and the tri-lateral workings groups.  They include Rural Development, Harmonization and Trade Remedy Policies.





Chuck Alexander, Deputy Administrator, Regional and Country Affairs, Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) updated the committee on the Consultative Committees on Agriculture (CCA) for Canada and Mexico.  CCA for Canada met in November 2006 and minutes are being finalized among the two countries.  CCA for Mexico met in November 2005.  Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns is planning to visit Mexico in March 2007 and a new memorandum of understanding will be signed to renew the CCA for Mexico.  Kathryn Ting of FAS informed the committee about current free trade agreements under implementation and negotiation by the United States.
Presentation on Trade Remedy Policy:  Terry Stewart of Stewart and Stewart reviewed current trade remedy policies and shared some of his views on a draft document that was prepared by speakers from the August 2006 Tri-National Agricultural Accord.  He will be providing NASDA his feedback on the draft document by the end of the month. 
Presentation from Organic Trade Association:  Bob Gray, OTA Washington Representative, informed the committee about the farm bill priorities of OTA.  They include: (1) fostering transition to organic agriculture; (2) eliminating hurdles to organic agriculture and trade; (3) funding organic agriculture and research; and (4) maintaining and enhancing USDA programs. 
Update on Specialty Crops Task Force:  Secretary A.G. Kawamura reported about the

activities of the task force.  A separate report is attached.
2007 Farm Bill:  The committee discussed NASDA’s 2007 Farm Bill Recommendations under the jurisdiction of the committee and Charlie Stenholm, NASDA Consultant, provided his insights on the farm bill process.
More Matters:  Dr. Elizabeth Pivonka, president of the Produce for Better Health Foundation provided an update on activities to brand “Fruit and Veggies: More Matters.”  The new brand will be launched in March.  For additional information the foundation’s website is located at www.pbhfoundation.org .
Consideration of Policy Amendments and Action Items:


The Specialty Crops Task Force recommended that NASDA send a letter to Congress requesting $44.5 million for the specialty crops block grant program in fiscal year 2008.  The letter will be similar to last year’s letter.  The action item was approved by voice vote.

Committee Work Plan and Priorities:  The 2007 Farm Bill process and the Tri-National Agricultural Accord Annual Meeting are high priorities for NASDA the next six months.
