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Renewable Energy and Cellulosic Bioenergy:  Samantha Slater of the Renewable Fuels Association provided an update of the U.S. ethanol industry and its economic benefits of increased ethanol demand.  Her complete presentation is available on NASDA’s website.  She reported that there are 112 plants in 19 states with 5.b bgy capacity as of January 2007 and there are 77 plants under construction, combined with 7 expansions and will increase industry capacity by an additional 6.1 bgy.  She also included information on activities of the states and where current technology is taking cellulosic ethanol.  In addition, she provided highlights on the President’s initiatives, USDA’s farm bill proposal and implementation of the 2005 energy bill (EPAct 2005).
Agriculture Transportation Issues:  Peter Friedman, Agriculture Transportation Coalition (AgTC), highlighted several issues facing agriculture with the current transportation system.  They include rail service deterioration, trucking shortage, consolidation in the ocean carrier industry, and port congestion.  He stated that the coalition is seeking a white paper to address the national transportation system as it impacts agriculture.


Permanent Disaster Assistance and Risk Management: Anne Simmons, Senior Professional Staffer of the House Agriculture Committee discussed with the committee efforts to develop legislation to carry out a permanent disaster assistance program.  She provided an overview of House Agriculture Committee plans to write the next farm bill.  In addition, she reported to the committee that there is commitment to fund disaster assistance for crop years 2005, 2006 and 2007 in an upcoming supplemental appropriations bill.   
Agricultural Labor Reform Legislation:  Craig Regelbruegge of the American Nursery and Landscape Association and co-chair of the Agriculture Coalition of Immigration Reform provided an update on AgJOBS legislation.  S. 340 and H.R.371 were recently introduced in the Senate and House.  He reported that the Senate would most likely take up the legislation first.

Rural Development Programs:  Jim Fitzgerald, Chief of Staff, USDA Rural Development provided a brief overview of the fiscal year 2008 budget and highlighted key rural development programs, such as bioenergy, electricity and value-added grants.   
2007 Farm Bill:   The committee reviewed the highlighted recommendations under the jurisdiction of the Committee and Charlie Stenholm, NASDA Consultant, provided his perspectives on challenges and opportunities.

Consideration of Policy Amendments and Action Items

The committee approved by voice vote a policy amendment on disaster assistance as submitted by Commissioner Roger Johnson, ND.

The committee approved by voice vote three action items:

1) a letter to Congress supporting additional spending levels in the budget for the 2007 farm bill;

2) a letter to USDA and key Congressional leaders supporting starch-based ethanol research and bioenergy initiatives; and 

3) a letter to USDA and key Congressional leaders regarding agriculture transportation needs and a request to do a thorough review of the national transportation system and its impact on agriculture

Committee Work Plan and Priorities:  To advocate for passage of a 2007 farm bill that includes NASDA’s recommendations.

