Honorable Mike Johanns
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U.S. Department of Agriculture

Washington, DC  20250

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Farmers and ranchers are the backbone of U.S. agriculture.  The success of the U.S. agriculture industry depends not only on the hard work and ingenuity of farmers and ranchers but a consistent and dependable transportation system.  We just completed our Midyear Legislative Conference in Washington, D.C. and set forth our 2007 farm bill recommendations.  In addition, we heard that the current national transportation system is not meeting the needs of agriculture.

As part of our farm recommendations, we included recommendations on transportation.  Among the key recommended actions are:

· Adequate funding and continued investment must be maintained in our transportation infrastructure, including continued efforts to fund lock, dam, and levee, dam maintenance, and improvement programs necessary for the continued operation for safe and efficient commercial navigation on U.S. waterways.

· Congress and the federal government must substantially increase oversight of railroads, including rates and services to address the lack of competition, requiring that monthly rail shipper survey information be published.
· Fund targeted investment in freight infrastructure; specifically domestic perishable goods delivery networks, including farm to market highways and cooperatively‑owned short line railroads which support the rural economy and benefit the farm industry. Nationally, 95 percent of perishable product movement is by truck.  Because perishable transport is mostly truck‑based delivery, support of highway infrastructure is critical.
In light of the current system and our recommendations, we ask you to have your department to thoroughly review the national transportation system as its impacts agriculture regarding all modes of transportation in all regions of the country.  We recommend that the study include the following:

(1) inventory of the challenges facing U.S. agriculture exporters and importers in all modes of transportation;

(2) identifying how the reduction of service in one mode impacts the ability of other modes to provide sufficient and affordable service for agricultural products; 
(3) quantify the dollar impact of these transportation deficiencies on sales and competitiveness of agriculture exports, on profitability of agriculture and on U.S. agriculture production and jobs; and 

(4) recommendations on improvements and solutions.
We look forward to working with you on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Valoria Loveland

NASDA President

