The Honorable Mike Johanns

United States Department of Agriculture

14th and Independence Ave. SW

Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Johanns:


Recent events and announcements by the Bush Administration have further heightened awareness of agriculture’s pivotal role in the development of bioenergy sources to help reduce the nation’s dependence on foreign oil. We appreciate your role in promoting agriculture as part of the solution.


The membership of the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture supports bioenergy development and has several policy statements to that end. Among them is support for the implementation of the 25x’25 initiative which supports providing 25 percent of the total energy consumed in the U.S. by 2025 while continuing to produce  abundant, safe, and affordable food and fiber. As you and your staff work on bioenergy-related initiatives, we respectfully ask that your bioenergy strategy focus on both current and promising technology and research that includes a mix of agriculturally-derived sources.


A multi-faceted approach will be needed to achieve bioenergy goals outlined by the Bush Administration. We see a need to continue research and development of established renewable fuels, such as starch-based ethanol, as the underpinning for important exploration and development of other energy resources, such as cellulose, methane and biodiesel. Research emphasis and investment for those established fuels should be targeted to accelerate the rate of increase in crop yields, to ensure profitable and environmentally sound use of coproducts, especially in swine and poultry rations, and to validate and improve production practices. Such research will help achieve continued success and opportunity for established renewable fuels, which in turn will encourage research and development in new areas.


Again, the NASDA membership appreciates your support of policies to grow opportunities for renewable fuels. A copy of our farm bill recommendations on bioenergy is attached. We would like to work in partnership with you to ensure agriculture’s stake in the bioenergy economy of the future.








Sincerely,








NASDA president

