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The Honorable Kent Conrad

Chairman, Senate Committee on the Budget

The Honorable Judd Gregg

Ranking Member, Senate Committee on the Budget

The Honorable John Spratt

Chairman, House Committee on the Budget

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Ranking Member, House Committee on the Budget

Dear 

The National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) just concluded its Midyear Legislative Conference in Washington, D.C.  The 2007 farm bill was a major topic of discussion and the state commissioners, secretaries and directors of the state departments of agriculture identified high priorities for inclusion in the next farm bill.  We believe the adoption of NASDA’s farm bill recommendations will strengthen the future of agriculture and its contribution to our nation.

NASDA asks you to support significant additional spending levels, above the current baseline.  These resources are needed in order for the next Farm Bill to provide economic, energy and environmental benefits to our nation while also providing the resources for food security, nutrition, conservation, rural development and other critical priorities.

It is our understanding that the baseline has decreased enormously from $105 billion to $82 billion over the life of the 2002 farm bill.  Even the U.S. Department of Agriculture proposed an increase in the baseline for its farm bill proposal, including almost an additional $5 billion.  This is a signal demonstrating the importance of ensuring that the necessary resources are in the budget for agriculture and all that it contributes to our nation’s economy and security.  

We look forward to working with you to secure ample funding for the reauthorization of the Farm Bill.  A copy of our priorities is included with this letter.  Thank you for your consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

Valoria Loveland

NASDA President  

cc:  The Honorable Harry Reid






The Honorable Mitch McConnell

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

The Honorable John Boehner

