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Update from the Foreign Agricultural Service:  Patricia Sheikh, Deputy Administrator, International Trade Policy, and her staff provided updates via teleconference on a number of free trade agreements that the Administration is pursuing and the Doha Round of the World Trade Organization.  They also spent time giving updates on the Canada Consultative Committee on Agriculture (CCA) and the Mexico CCA.  It was announced that the Canada CCA would meet October 6, 2005 and that the Mexico CCA would meet later in October.  NASDA was offered the opportunity to add agenda items to both CCA meetings.   

Report on Export and Import Regulations:  APHIS Administrator Ron DeHaven and John Greifer, APHIS Trade Support Director, provided updates on a number of trade-related issues.  In particular, they reported on the workload related to the handling of exports and imports and sanitary and phytosanitary issues and the effects on trade.  DeHaven described a new procedure that is under consideration to administer imports and exports by setting global standards and conducting risk analyses as needed.  The goal of the concepts is to strengthen and to make the process more efficient.
Presentation on Doha Development Round of Negotiations and Impact on Commodities:  Bill Gillon, of Memphis, Tennessee, provided his perspectives on the upcoming WTO Ministerial in Hong Kong and the negotiations that are ongoing among countries regarding market access, export competition and domestic support. His presentation will be available to NASDA members.  He discussed the differences in bound and applied tariffs and the impact of cuts on the different types of tariffs. He also discussed what would happen with cuts in amber box programs.  The committee was provided a copy of the 2005 Ag Trade Coalition’s  WTO Policy Statement for NASDA’s consideration.  The statement is included as an attachment to this report but no action was taken during the committee meeting.  Also attached is the latest list of organizations supporting the WTO Policy Statement. 
Policy Amendments 

The committee considered the following policy amendments:

No. 6, an amendment to Section 11.2 regarding Organic Certification Cost-Share Program was approved by voice vote.

No. 15, an amendment to Section 11.3 regarding specialty crops development was approved, as amended, by voice vote.
Action Items

Action Item D, requesting NASDA to write a letter to USDA regarding accreditation of organic certification programs was approved by voice vote.

Action Item E, requesting NASDA to write a letter to Congress regarding funding for  the organic certification cost share program was approved by voice vote.
Priority Issues / Six-Month Work Plan

The following issues are considered priorities for NASDA:

· Specialty Crops Block Grant Program funding and future legislation

· Funding for the Market Access Program and Foreign Market Development Program
· Tri-National Agricultural Accord Work Plans and Tri-lateral working groups on rural development, harmonization and trade remedy policies
· Monitoring the meetings and actions related to the World Trade Organization’s Doha Development Agenda, including the upcoming WTO ministerial meeting in Hong Kong, December 13-18, 2005 

· Developing NASDA priorities for the 2007 farm bill, including conducting a committee meeting in November 2005
