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Letter

RE: Requesting a letter to appropriate Congressional members and federal agencies, DOJ on Federal H2A Guest Worker Program, Legal Aid Services
Draft Text Letter
Agricultural producers who are participating in the H2A guest worker program for migrant labor are concerned with attorneys and legal service representatives entering private property to address and visit migrants employed and housed on the farm or ranch.  These concerns are related to liability when attorneys and/or legal service representatives come onto the farm or ranch unannounced, during normal work hours or other times, and the potential for injury or worse while navigating the farm or ranch and inherent hazards without authorization.  Attorneys and legal representatives are insisting that they have the right to be on private property to conduct “outreach services”.  
Agricultural producers do not object to these outreach/legal services if conducted within authority and with proper notification.  NASDA requests the Justice Department or other relevant authority to provide assistance in clarifying the authority of attorneys working for or through Legal Services regarding outreach work and tactics, when those efforts bring the attorneys onto private property of farmers and ranchers who employee legal migrant workers.  Furthermore, assistance is requested to help agricultural producers better understand their rights and responsibilities as private property owners when attorneys and legal service representatives come onto the farm.

