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Possible letter from NASDA members to your State’s Senators


Dear Senator      :

Senate Bill 887 proposes to move U.S. agriculture inspection functions back to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) from the Department of Homeland Security, Customs and Border Protection. I support this proposal and urge you to consider being a cosponsor of S. 887. 

I am a member of the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture, a non-profit, nonpartisan association that represents the commissioners, secretaries and directors of agriculture in all 50 states and 4 US territories. NASDA supports the movement of the agricultural inspectors back to USDA-APHIS (Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service). One of the recommendations identified by NASDA members in our Farm Bill deliberations is the desire to have all functions regarding invasive species exclusion, detection, and response returned to APHIS.

There is a continuum of activities, from exclusion to detection to response, which comprise a comprehensive program for safeguarding U.S. production agriculture, our forest lands, and the environment. Such a program requires that the front line of defense at our borders be housed within an agency that has a clear and singular mission to keep invasive species (including insects, diseases and weeds) from entering the country and/or becoming established here. Exclusion activities were split off from APHIS when the Department of Homeland Security was created, but APHIS is still responsible for detection and response.

While we have found Customs and Border Protection to be responsive to concerns raised regarding its role in invasive species exclusion, that agency’s clear mission to keep terrorists from entering the country relegates pest exclusion to a secondary role. With increases in global trade, concurrent increases in pest incursions and the high price tag to eradicate established pests, a higher priority in reducing impacts from invasive species is imperative. Moving the agricultural inspectors back to the agency with that primary responsibility is a step in the right direction.

A copy of a letter from Senator Feinstein to her Colleagues is attached. I urge you to cosponsor this legislation and for you to consider passing this legislation a priority. 
Sincerely,

Your signature
Cc: Dear Colleague letter

Additional information that NASDA has been involved in regarding this issue can be found on your memory stick.

Letter in support of S 887 (Coalition)

S 887

Feinstein S 4 – letter of support – same topic, different bill

Dear Representative – letter developed, but not sent – depending upon whether these provisions were going to be added back into the House Farm Bill

