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This letter combines the Action Items AP-C, AP-D and AP-H

FOREST SERVICE


September  , 2007

Forest Service

Dear      :

The National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) is a nonprofit association made up of the Commissioners, Secretaries and Directors of the fifty states and 4 territories. The Association recently took positions on several items that relate directly to the Forest Service mission. We look forward to working with the Forest Service and the National Plant Board (NPB) to advance these important issues.

1. NASDA was briefed on the US Forest Service State and Private Forestry Redesign project. We were disappointed to learn that this project was proceeding without input from the NPB and would likely affect funding of the Forest Health Program. NASDA supports the NPB’s request that the State and Private Forestry exclude Forest Health Program resources from the competitive resource allocation process. NASDA also supports the NPB’s request to meet with you and fully discuss your redesign project.
2. NASDA supports USDA APHIS and USDA Forest Service developing a national educational and outreach program informing interstate tourists and travelers that firewood has the potential to introduce dangerous and damaging plant pests that is consistent and uniform across state lines. 
This outreach program should be developed in cooperation with the National Plant Board and the National Association of State Foresters.  In addition, USDA should develop and approve criteria that would mitigate the movement of pests in firewood. USDA should consider including heat treatment methods for firewood along with other processes / methods that could be adopted by the commercial firewood industry. NASDA concurs with the National Plant Board that USDA APHIS should immediately start the process of federally regulating the interstate movement of firewood as a commodity.
NASDA also took a position on another key forestry related issue. Since cooperation with the Forest Service through the Forest Health Program has lead to advances in developing means to more rapidly respond to the Sirex wood wasp, we want you to know that the Association supports the implementation of the USDA Science Panel’s recommendations for control of Sirex noctilio (wood wasp). NASDA also believes that USDA should consider cooperating with Canada in developing protocols to manage Sirex infestations. 

If you have any questions regarding our position on these topics, please feel free to contact us. 

