MT-B 

RE: Urging adequate funding for implementing mandated inspection and grading services

Letter to USDA and appropriate Congressional members
DRAFT TEXT LETTER

The regulatory relationship of state departments of agriculture lends itself to close contact with constituent industries.  As the entities that provide fruit and vegetable inspection services; grain grading and inspection services; and poultry and egg grading and inspection services, as well as invoice for those services, budgeting and internal efficiencies within state departments of agriculture are under constant scrutiny by those who bear the cost of the services.  
While state departments of agriculture have implemented programs and policies to reduce inspection costs, USDA-AMS, which is funded through “oversight fees” passed down through state inspection fees, has seen program costs rise annually.  Those increased federal costs, in many cases, offset efficiencies implemented by state departments of agriculture, and because those costs are passed down by USDA to the states, agricultural industries often are unaware of the efforts of states to maintain reasonable inspection fees.  
NASDA respectfully requests that federal program managers join the efforts of state departments of agriculture to review program missions and goals, with the ultimate goal of reducing program costs and the revenue necessary to provide service to the constituents they serve.  Further, NASDA requests that Congress and USDA provide to the states the funds necessary for implementing programs that are mandated by Congress and USDA.    

Sincerely,

