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Update from USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service: Kirk Miller, FAS General Sales Manager, provided updates on free trade agreements, NAFTA implementation, Doha Round negotiations, farm bill and the new FAS structure. His presentation will be available on NASDA’s website. 




Discussion on WTO and Trade Remedy Laws: Terry Stewart, a trade attorney based in Washington, D.C., provided a thorough update on the WTO Doha Agriculture Negotiations, including a review of the WTO’s Chair draft text issued in August 2007.  He also discussed legislation that may before the House Ways and Means Committee regarding a correction in the WTO dispute settlement system. His presentation will be available on NASDA’s website
Report on Tri-National Agricultural Accord: Minnesota Commissioner Gene Hugoson, Co-Chair, U.S./Canada Working Group and New Mexico Secretary Miley Gonzalez, Co-Chair, U.S./Mexico Working Group updated members on the outcomes of the 2007 Accord Meeting in Monterrey, Mexico. In addition, Secretary Gonzalez provided an update on the upcoming meeting of the Tri-lateral Working Group on Rural Development in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, October 10-12, 2007.
Idaho Secretary Celia Gould invited all NASDA members to the 2008 Tri-National Agricultural Accord Meeting in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, August 13 – 15, 2007. She looks forward to hosting the Accord and encouraged members to mark their calendars. 
Update on Specialty Crops: California Secretary A.G. Kawamura updated the committee on the task force meeting held on September 21, 2007.  First up was a Farm Bill Update by phone from Chris Adamo, Office of Senator Debbie Stabenow. He discussed upcoming Senate farm bill action and that 36 Senators signed a letter that requested a total of $3.2 billion for specialty crops. This would double the House farm bill’s funding level for specialty crops.  There was also an update on the current Specialty Crops Block Grant Program. Trista Etzig, USDA Agricultural Marketing Service, informed the task force that nearly all states have submitted applications but there are about 15 states that need to apply by the deadline of October 11, 2007.
The task force also heard from Matthew McInerney of the Western Growers Association and provided an update on behalf of the Specialty Crops Farm Bill Alliance and efforts to ensure funding for specialty crops in the Senate farm bill.  Also, the task force heard from Mark Powers, Vice President, Northwest Horticultural Council, and he discussed trade issues and concerns related to sanitary and phytosanitary issues. 

The Task Force recommended that NASDA send a letter to each member of the U.S. Senate emphasizing that the specialty crops block grant be awarded to State Departments of Agriculture.  A letter is being circulated and the task force asks that each member of NASDA sign it.

Farm Bill Update: Anne Simmons, Senior Professional Staff of the House Agriculture Committee and other committee staff members provided updates on the House version of the 2007 farm bill including information on funding levels. Staff answered questions on organic provisions, immigration reform legislation, specialty crops, and AQI inspectors moving back to USDA. The committee also informed members about two upcoming hearings. On October 3, the Subcommittee on Horticulture and Organic Agriculture will hold a public hearing to examine the joint performance of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Department of Homeland Security in protecting U.S. agriculture from foreign pests and diseases. Commissioner Bronson will testify.  On October 4, the full Committee on Agriculture will hold a public hearing to review the labor needs of American agriculture.

Committee Plan and Priorities: The committee agreed to work on farm bill priorities, specialty crops, work plans for the Tri-National Agricultural Accord and monitoring free trade agreements and the WTO Doha negotiations. 


Recommended Policy Amendments and Action Items:
MT/AP-1 
Policy Statement #3 Rewrite: Biotechnology A Key to Agriculture's Future (submitted by Biotechnology Task Force) concurred with the recommendations of the Animal & Plant Industries Committee.

MT-2 

Policy Amendment: Specialty Crops Research Program submitted by A.G. Kawamura (CA).

MT-A 

Action Item: Trade Remedy and Zeroing submitted by Charles Bronson

MT-B

Action Item: Letter to Congress and USDA urging them to provide adequate funding for implementing mandated inspection and grading services submitted by SASDA.

MT-C

Action Item:  Specialty Crops members’ letter to Senate submitted by Task Force.

