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Farm Bill Update: Anne Simmons, Senior Professional Staff of the House Agriculture Committee and other committee staff members provided updates on the House version of the 2007 farm bill. Staff discussed funding levels in the bill and how they are paid for under the rules of Pay Go; bioenergy provisions, country of origin labeling; agricultural lending and FSA farm loans and loan guarantees.
Bioenergy Provisions in Farm Bill and Other Related Legislation: Read Smith, Co-Chair, 25x’25 Steering Committee, informed the committee about the various provisions in the House version of the farm bill and compared to what has been included in the Senate farm bill draft discussion document. Securing funds for the various programs in the Senate bill are of great concern.  He also briefed members on the Energy Bill. Both the House and Senate approved separate energy bills and Congress is heading toward a conference but conference chairs and members have not been selected as of yet.  One major difference is the Renewable Electricity Standard (RPS) which is included in the House version but not the Senate. His presentation will be available on NASDA’s website.
Immigration Reform Legislation and Activities: 
Mike Gempler, Washington Growers League provided an update on immigration reform legislation and the potential outcome of the AgJOBS legislation in Congress this session. He highlighted efforts in Washington State to recruit workers but only a small number of potential employees attended the training for apple harvesting.
Warehouse Advisory Working Group: The Committee approved the creation of the Warehouse Advisory Working Group.  The following states volunteered to be members during the meeting:  Ohio, Iowa, Missouri, Wisconsin, Indiana, and Illinois. Other states may also participate by contacting NASDA staff. The group will work together during the farm bill process in Congress.

Committee Work Plan and Priorities: The committee agreed to work on the following in the next few months: farm bill priorities; review of all policies under the committee’s jurisdiction; rural development issues within the Tri-National Agricultural Accord; and transportation issues. 

Recognition of Committee Chairman: The committee acknowledged the leadership and dedicated service of Commissioner Roger Johnson as committee chair since 2001. Commissioner Johnson will assume duties as NASDA President at the end of the annual meeting.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT & FINANCIAL SECURITY POLICY COMMITTEE

Recommended Policy Amendments and Action Items: 
RD-1 

Policy Amendment: Add new section to Agriculture Infrastructure, titled 10.5 Global Positioning System (GPS) submitted by Steve Troxler (NC).

RD-2 

Policy Statement #10 Rewrite: Agriculture Infrastructure submitted by Roger Johnson (ND).

RD-3 

Policy Statement #12 Rewrite: Financial Security for Agriculture submitted by Roger Johnson (ND).

RD-4 

Policy Statement #13 Rewrite: Rural Development submitted by Roger Johnson (ND).

RD-5 

Policy Statement #14 Rewrite: Agriculture Research, Extension, and Education submitted by Roger Johnson (ND).

RD-A 

Action Item: National Differential Global Positioning System (NDGPS) submitted by Steve Troxler (NC).

RD-B

Action Item: Letter regarding legal services outreach submitted by SASDA.

