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Committee Report

Summary of Committee Action: 
Update from Food & Drug Administration (FDA) on Food Safety and Security Activities. Richard Barnes, Director, Federal & State Relations, FDA, described the agency’s Manufactured Food Program Standards which was released recently. The standards were developed in collaboration with state and local partners and provides a frmework for best practices and other tools. He also reported on FDA activities related to food safety and defense. 

Discussion on 2007 Farm Bill Priority Issues. The committee discussed the need for more state flexibility in USDA’s Fruit & Vegetable Nutrition Program and the DOD Fresh Program. State staff and NASDA plan to work with interested Senators to address this issue. 

Discussion on Food Imports from China. The committee discussed state challenges in dealing with increased food imports from China and other counties, especially fish and seafood products. Many states have stepped up surveillance and testing efforts, but need more assistance, cooperation and guidance from FDA. The committee plans to invite FDA officials to the 2008 Mid-Year Meeting to discuss these issues. 

Consideration of Policy Amendments. 

FS-1 

Policy Amendment: 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans submitted by A.G. Kawamura (CA), amending NASDA's 2007 Farm Bill Document, Section 5, Nutrition and Food Assistance.

AP/FS-A 
Action item: Food Regulation and Safety / FDA’s ORA Transformation Process, submitted by Bill Northey (IA) & AG Kawamura (CA), concurred with Animal & Plant Industries Committees.

FS-B 

Action item: The Dairy Division of NASDA asks NASDA to promote Federal legislation to grant FDA the legal authority and resources for pre-market approval of dairy products imported to the U.S.

The committee recommended approval of  policy amendment FS-1 offered by Secretary A.G. Kawamura (CA) regarding dietary guidelines for Americans. 

The committee recommended approval and concurred with Action Item AP/FS-A, which was considered by the Animal and Plant Industries Committee, regarding FDA’s reorganization project. 

The committee recommended approval of Action Item FS/B, offered by the Dairy Division, regarding imports of dairy products. 

Six-Month Work Plan
Invite FDA officials to the 2008 Mid-Year Meeting to discuss imported food and state challenges. 

Begin work to update NASDA’s policy statements on Food and Nutrition and seek participation with NASDA’s affiliate organization, the Association of Food and Drug Officials (AFDO). 

Executive Session on Interstate Meat Sales Legislation. 
The committee held an executive session with states that have a meat-inspection program to discuss legislation to allow interstate meat sales.

