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Task Force Report

Summary of Committee Action: 
Update on the Food & Agriculture Sector/Government Coordinating Council (GCC). NASDA staff  described NASDA’s participation on the Administration’s Food and Agriculture Council. Secretary Bill Even (SD) and Commissioner Gene Hugoson (MN) were recently named the new NASDA representatives to the council. Secretary Roger Allbee (VT) was appointed to serve as an alternate representative.  The Council serves as the liaison between  local, state, and federal partners on homeland security activities related to food and agriculture.

Update on Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Activities on Food & Agriculture. 

Greg Christy, DHS, described DHS programs that impact agriculture, including the Pet Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act (PETS Act), FEMA grant assistance to states, and the Homeland Security Information System network.  

Update on Food & Drug Administration (FDA) Activities on Homeland Security. 
Richard Barnes, FDA Director of Federal-State Relations, described FDA’s activities related to food safety and defense. The agency is developing training materials for employees on food defense awareness, and jointly conducting risk assessments with USDA and DHS on a variety of agricultural and food commodities.

Report on Legislative Activities on Food & Agriculture Security. 

NASDA staff reported on legislation recently introduced in the Senate by Sens. Richard Burr (NC) and Susan Collins (ME) to address food and agriculture defense. NASDA provided comments on the draft bill and has sent a letter urging the Senate to approve the legislation. NASDA recently testified at a hearing by the House Homeland Security Committee to examine post-harvest preparedness. Dr. Lee Myers, Georgia Department of Agriculture, testified on behalf of NASDA. 


Consideration of Policy Amendments. 

No policy amendments or action items were offered. 

Six-Month Work Plan and Priority Issues.
Monitor the Administration’s upcoming public meeting on imported food safety and provide comments. 

Continue work and participation in the Administration’s Food and Agriculture Council. 

