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Committee Report
Summary of Committee Action:
Report on Western Wildfires
Kathleen Clark, Assistant Commissioner, Utah Department of Agriculture, reported how wildfires are affecting western states and it’s impact on agriculture. 

Dialogue with EPA on Environmental Issues Affecting Agriculture. Jon Scholl, Agricultural Counselor, Office of the the EPA Administrator, provided an update on several important activities related to agriculture. EPA has recently developed a National Agriculture Strategy, which is designed to engage the agriculture community to find solutions to environmental challenges through more collaborative efforts.  The agency will soon announce the creation of an agriculture advisory committee and is eager to include state agriculture departments. The committee is expected to hold it’s first meeting in February 2008. Other agency activities include work on: (1) a revised CAFO rule; (2) Air quality study under a consent agreement; (3) proposed rules on oil spill prevention and application to agriculture, (4) climate change; (5) hypoxia; (6) pesticide spray drift; (7) pesticide worker safety; and Superfund regulation of agricultural wastes.    
Report from Association of American Pesticide Control Officials (AAPCO). Ann Wick, AAPCO President reported on priority issues, including: (1) pesticide container recycling; (2) spray drift; (3) electronic labels; (4) ground and surface water quality; worker protection standards; and (5) state program funding. 

Report from Association of American Plant Food Control Officials (AAPFCO). Joe Slater, AAPFCO Secretary, reported on priority issues, including: (1) fertilizer regulations; (2) uniform composting rules; (3) labeling; and (4) homeland security regulation of chemically-related fertilizers. 

Discussion on 2007 Farm Bill recommendations. The committee reaffirmed support for proposals to: (1) improve current Farm Bill conservation programs, including EQIP and the Conservation Security Program (CSP). The committee discussed provisions in the House-passed Farm Bill which places a cap on adjusted gross income (AGI) for eligibility to participate in conservation programs. 

Consideration of Policy Amendments and Action Items. 

NR-1 

Policy Amendment: Submitted by Association of American Plant Food Control Officials, regarding duplication of conservation program administration.

NR-2

Policy Amendment: Submitted by AAPFCO technical change to policy, regarding urease inhibitors.

The committee recommended approval of policy amendment NR-1offered by AAPFCO which makes technical changes on duplication of conservation program administration.  

The committee recommended approval of policy amendment NR-2offered by AAPFCO which makes technical changes regarding urease inhibitors.  

Six-Month Work Plan/Priority Issues.
Continue efforts to promote NASDA’s Farm Bill recommendations in Congress.

Send a letter to the Senate regarding proposals to Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limits on participation in conservation programs.

Encourage states to send individual letters to EPA to support pesticide container recycling. 

Begin initial work to update NASDA Policy Statements on Conservation with regional representation on a workgroup. Chairman Blackham will invite states to volunteer to serve on the workgroup. North Carolina offered to serve for the Northeast.  

