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1 The Agricultural Surveys 

1.1 General 

This chapter contains information about the purpose of the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) Agricultural Surveys Program. You will discover why crop and livestock reports 
are needed and how NASS reports are used. This chapter includes a list of reports associated 
with the Agricultural Surveys. 

1.2 Survey Purpose 

NASS is responsible for preparing State and National crop and livestock estimates. The 
Agricultural Surveys Program obtains basic agricultural data from farmers and ranchers all over 
the Nation for preparing agricultural estimates. These surveys provide the basis for estimates of 
this season's crop production and supplies of grain in storage. Survey results also provide the 
foundation for setting livestock and poultry inventory numbers. Estimates derived from these 
surveys supply basic information needed by farmers to make decisions for both short term and 
long-range planning. These estimates might influence a farmer to: 

¶ Increase or reduce hog production.  

¶ Place more or fewer cattle on feed. 

¶ Expand a hog operation or build a new facility. 

¶ Plant or harvest a particular crop.  

¶ Hold or sell crops now in storage, etc. 
 
A respondent surveyed has the right to know: 

¶ Under what Authority information is collected.  

¶ The purpose for the information collected. 

¶ How information about their operation will be used. 
 
Reports received from individual farmers and ranchers remain confidential and are used only 
in combination with other reports to arrive at State and National estimates. Official 
information regarding these rights can be found in your NASDA Enumerator Handbook. 
 
  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nasda2/media/Pages/Enumerator-Handbook-Sept-2018.pdf?mtime=20180907155006
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1.3 Need for Crop and Livestock Reports 

Crop and livestock reports provide reliable information to place farmers on an equal footing 
with product buyers, bankers, credit associations, agricultural economists, farm organizations, 
and Federal, State and local policy makers. Ideally, when all market participants are equally 
informed, no one is at a disadvantage due to uncertainty. 
 
Information for NASS reports comes from the best possible source -- the producer. NASS 
reports are the basic data used by most universities, extension service agents,  
private and government economists, farm periodicals, and others to analyze what is ahead, 
alerting farmers to possible shortages or surpluses in production. 
 
It is critical for market information to be distributed widely in all levels of the farming sector. This 
assures a competitive market structure far superior to one where no one or only a few are 
informed. 
 
Crop and livestock reports provide a measure of the size of production or inventories. This 
allows prices to stay in line with true supply and demand. Without NASS reports, farm prices 
probably would never be completely in line with supply because the actual supply would not 
be known. This is especially true for a farmer without access to information sources available 
to many businesses. Without good information, risks of doing business increase and costs rise. 
Consumers, middlemen, and especially producers suffer when costs increase. 
 
Many farmers and ranchers feel United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) reports only 
drive down prices. The truth is prices may be affected for several days surrounding release of 
reports. However, a number of studies completed by universities and research organizations 
prove prices go up after a report as often as they go down. Actual supply and demand for 
agricultural commodities entering the market determines prices. Price changes following 
NASS reports are usually due to adjustments in market expectations. More information on the 
impact of USDA reports on coƳƳƻŘƛǘȅ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ άPrice 
Reactions After USDA Crop Reportsέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άPrice Reactions After USDA Livestock ReportsέΦ 

Some farmers think we would all be better off without information provided by USDA reports. 
They feel packers, feed companies, and other large businesses benefit from the reports, and 
farmers suffer as a result. However, large companies usually have their own information 
gathering systems. Thus, farmers and small agribusiness firms would suffer far more than large 
companies if USDA reports were eliminated. 

https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/ms35t861q
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/ms35t861q
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/z316q156s
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1.4 How Reports are Used 

Uses of crop and livestock information are extensive and varied. The producer is a main user of 
information. The impact of crop and livestock reports on a given producer depends on the type 
and size of operation. Cash crop farmers have more alternatives in planning crop acreage than 
those producing feed crops for use on the farm. For producers of cash crops, early indications 
of planting intentions are useful. Production and stocks information helps producers with 
stored crops find the best market opportunity. Producers of perishable crops are interested in 
the timing of plantings and acreage planted as an indication of market flow during the harvest 
period. 
 
Reliable crop and livestock reports are an invaluable aid to financial institutions in serving the 
farmer's credit needs. Available credit can be used more effectively if lending institutions can 
monitor trends and prospects in the broad agricultural sector. Insurance companies use the 
information in establishing insurance needs and rates and in placing farm loans. 
 
Livestock and poultry producers and feeders evaluate a wide range of information when making 
decisions on purchases, sales and capital investments. Reports on inventory numbers, breeding 
intentions, slaughter, prices, and crop production are examples of information they find useful. 
 
For example, a pork producer, after studying the Hogs and Pigs report, may find it advantageous 
to reduce breeding stock or hold hogs off the market for a while. Based on information in the 
Cattle on Feed report, a rancher may decide it will be more profitable to sell cattle as feeders 
instead of finishing them out for the slaughter market. Even if producers use other data sources 
for making these types of decisions, USDA reports can be used as a benchmark for comparison 
purposes. 
 
Often, recommendations and forecasts presented in agricultural magazines, news releases, 
etc. are based on data from Agricultural Surveys found in NASS reports. 
 
Uses of data by farm organizations, agribusinesses, State and National farm policy makers, and 
foreign buyers of agricultural products may range from maintaining a basic data series to 
preparing marketing campaigns. 
 
Farm supply firms also rely heavily on statistics when planning purchases and sales of feed, 
fertilizer, machinery, fuel, seed, and other farm production items. For those engaged in 
marketing, processing, and distributing agricultural products, supply and demand information 
are useful for linking producer and consumer. 
 
Government agencies at various levels are important users of statistics. Federal farm programs 
require information on acreage, production potential, stocks, prices, and income. Agricultural 
statistics are used to plan and administer Federal and State programs in areas such as consumer 
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protection, conservation, foreign trade, education, and recreation. 
 
Economists and data analysts are important users of NASS information. The analyst transforms 
statistics into projections of current trends, interprets their economic implications, and 
evaluates alternative courses of action in terms of prospective outcomes. These projections 
multiply the usefulness of statistics. 
 
Crop and livestock reports show what's available for export and pinpoint surplus commodities so 
exports can be more effectively promoted. They show areas of surplus and deficit production so 
rural transportation systems can allocate railcars, trucks, barges, etc., to move farm products 
when and where they're needed. They also help food processing plants, farm input companies, 
and other businesses decide where to locate their operations so they're close to areas of heavy 
production. 
 
Schools and universities teaching farm management, farm economics, and other agricultural 
courses use NASS reports to teach effective decision making processes to tomorrow's farmers 
and agriculture businessmen. 
 

1.5 Reports Associated with the Agricultural Surveys 

Quarterly Hogs and Pigs Report 

¶ Hog and pig inventory, Inventory by class and weight, Farrowing intentions (select 
states & U.S.), Sows farrowed and pig crop. 

¶ Published at the end of June, September, December, and March 

Quarterly Grain Stocks Report 

¶ On and off farm stocks, by crop 

¶ Published in June, September, January, and March 
 
Rice Stocks Report 

¶ On and off farm stocks, by grain length 

¶ Published in June, August, October (CA only), January, and March 
 

Crop Acreage and Production Report 

¶ Four major quarterly reports: 
o March Prospective Plantings, June Acreage, September Small Grains Summary, and 

January Crop Production ς Annual 

¶ Monthly Crop Production Reports: 
o Acreage and Production for major crops 
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Cattle 

¶ Estimates for inventory by class, calf crop estimates by State  

¶ Published in January and July (Indications only) 
 
Sheep 

¶ Inventory by class, market lamb inventory by weight group, lamb crop, and wool 
production 

¶ Published in January 
 

Goats 

¶ Inventory by type and class, kid crop, and mohair production 

¶ Published in January 
 
Farms and Land in Farms 

¶ Number of farms and Land in Farms, by State 

¶ Published in February 
 
Farm Computer Usage and Ownership 

¶ Farm computer usage, computer access, and internet access 

¶ Published in odd years in August 
 
Land Values 

¶ Irrigated and non-irrigated cropland and pasture values 

¶ Published in August 
 
Farm Production Expenditures Annual Summary 

¶ Farm production expenditures by U.S. farm production regions and economic class for 
major expenses 

¶ Published in July 
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NOTES:
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2 Terms and Definitions 

2.1 General 

Enumerators working on Agricultural Surveys should be familiar with the definitions of the 
terms listed below. To gain the most benefit from training, you should review the definitions of 
these terms before attending the State training workshop. Definitions for the terms listed 
below can be found on the NASDA website (from the home page go to [NASDA-NASS], 
[Personnel Resources], then [References] to get to NASS Terms and Definitions Document). 
 
Other terms, their corresponding definitions, and characteristics of specific commodities in the 
Agricultural Surveys may be included in the respective chapters of this manual. 

2.2 Agricultural Surveys Terminology 

Acre 
Acreage Grid 
Acreage Reduction 
Aerial Photo 
Agricultural Statistics Board (ASB) 
Allotment, Acreage 
Angora Goat 
Animal Unit 
Animal Unit Month (AUM) 
Area Sample 
Area Sampling Frame 
Barrow 
Beef cows 
Boar 
Broiler 
Bt (Bacillus Thuringiensis) Variety 
Buck 
Bull 
Bunker Silo 
Calf 
Calf Crop 
Cash Crop 
Cash Rent 
Cattle on Feed 
Chemigation 
Confidentiality 
Conservation Reserve Program 

Contract Production 
Contractee 
Contractor 
Control Data 
Coring 
Corporate Farm 
Cow 
Crib 
Crop 
Crop Residue 
Crop Rotation 
Cropland 
Custom Feedlot 
Data Collection 
Diversion 
Doe 
Double Crop 
Dry Cow 
Dual Utilization 
Editing 
Enumerator 
EPA 
Estate 
Ewe 
Extreme Operator (EO) 
Fallow 
Farm 

https://www.nasda.org/nass
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nasda2/media/Pages/NASS-Terms-Definitions.pdf?mtime=20171025135640


Chapter 2 
Terms and Definitions 

Agricultural {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ aŀƴǳŀƭ 
February 2022 

Page 202 
 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
Farmstead 
Feeder 
Feedlot 
Feedlot Capacity 
Field 
Flock 
Flue Cured 
Fodder 
Forage 
Fresh Market 
Genetic Engineering 
Genetically Modified Organism (GMO) 
Germination 
Gilt 
Grain Stocks 
Grazing Allotment 
Grazing Association 
Grazing Period 
Green Manure 
Greenchop 
Half Section 
Harvested Acres 
Hatchery 
Hay 
Hay Stocks 
Haylage 
Heifer 
Herbicide 
Hired Manager 
Hogged Off 
Honey Bee (Colonies) 
Idle Land 
Imputation 
Incorporated 
Insecticide 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
Intentions 
Inter-cropping 
Irrigated Field 
Irrigation 
Kid 

Lactation 
Lagoon 
Lamb 
Lamb Chop 
Land Values 
Landlord 
Legume 
Levee 
List Sampling Frame 
Litter 
Livestock 
Marsh 
Meadow 
Military Time 
Milk 
Milk Cow 
Milk Goat 
Milk Production 
Multiple Frame Sample 
Mutton 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
Native Cover 
Nematode 
New Crop Lambs 
New Segment 
Nonagricultural Land 
Nonoverlap (NOL) 
Nonresponse 
Nurse Cow 
Nurse Crop 
Nursery 
Off Farm Grain Stocks 
On Farm Grain Stocks 
On-Off Dates 
Open-Fire Cure 
Operating Arrangements 
Operator 
Orchard 
Outlier 
Out-of-business 
Overlap (OL) 
Over-seeding 
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Partner 
Pasture 
Permanent Sod 
Pesticide 
Pheromone 
Pick Your Own 
Pig 
Pig Crop 
PIGA (Private or Industrial Grazing 

Association) 
Point Segment 
Ponding 
Poor Stand 
Population 
Poultry 
Primary Name 
Pullet 
QAS (Quarterly Agricultural Surveys) 
Quarter Section 
Questionnaire 
Ram 
Ranch 
Rancher 
Rangeland 
Ratooning 
Reference Date 
Refusal 
Release Date 
Replacement 
Resident Areas 
Resident Farm Operator 
Resident Operator 
Resident Tract 
Respondent 
Retired 
Sample 
Sample List 
Sampling Frame 
Sampling Unit 
Scouting 
Secondary Name 
Section 

Segment 
Segment Boundaries 
Set-Aside 
Share Rent 
Sharecropper 
Sheep Off 
Shelterbelt 
Shoat 
Silage 
Silo 
Skip-Row Planting 
Small Grain 
Smothering 
Sod 
Sodbuster 
Sold-Out 
Sow 
Spanish Goat 
Specific Pathogen Free (SPF) 
Statistics 
Steer 
Stock Sheep 
Stocker and Feeder 
Storage Capacity 
Stratification 
Straw 
Target Name 
Tract 
Trench Silo 
Wether 
Wild Hay 
Winter Forage 
Woodland 
Yearling 
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NOTES: 
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3 Standard Survey Procedures 

3.1 General 

The following pages describe materials and procedures for conducting interviews, guidelines for 
completing questionnaires, and instructions for turning in completed work. This chapter should 
be studied carefully before beginning work and used as a reference during the survey period. 

3.2 Materials 

3.2.1 Field Interviewing (June Area Survey) 

NOTE: In-person interviews werenot allowed for the 2021 June Area Survey. If limited in-person 
interviewing is made available for the 2022 survey, you should have the following materials 
before you start field or personal interviewing: 

1. State highway map. 

2. County highway maps showing segment locations in red.  

3. Aerial photographs and/or maps with segment boundaries outlined in red. For segments 
enumerated last year, the photos may show tract boundaries and code letters in blue. 

4. [Optional] Masonite or other type of board to hold photos or maps (including large clips or 
rubber bands for holding photo or map to the board). 

5. [Optional] Clipboard to hold questionnaire or a large clip to hold questionnaire to the 
Masonite board. 

6. Acreage grid(s) for measuring land areas and distances on aerial photos. 

7. Pencils - special blue photo pencils for marking on photos or maps, and black lead pencils 
for recording information on questionnaires. 
Important: Never use ink pens on maps, photos, or questionnaires 
 

8. Survey materials (1 or more per segment): 

a. Area Screening Form(s). For segments screened in a previous survey, pre-printed 
labels identifying tract operators will be placed on the Area Screening Form. 

b. Area Tract questionnaire(s). For segments completed in a previous survey, pre-
printed labels identifying farm name, operator, and  partner names will be placed 
on the Area Tract questionnaire. 

9. Extra Area Screening and Area Tract questionnaires to add to segment envelopes as 
needed. 

10. Response burden and sales cards or Respondent Booklet to use when 
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interviewing farm operators. 

11. Envelopes for mailing Administrative Forms and related documents to the Regional Field 
Office or to your Supervisor. 

12. NASDA Enumerator Handbook.  

13. Interviewer's Manual. 

14. NASDA Identification Card (NAS-005). 

3.2.2 Telephone Interviewing 

You should have the following materials before you start telephone interviewing: 
 

1. Black lead pencils for recording information on questionnaires. 

2. Assigned questionnaires, if not available on the iPad. 

3. NASDA Enumerator Handbook. 

4. Interviewer's Manual. 

3.3 Supervision and Quality Control 

Your Supervisor may set up an appointment to meet with you at the beginning of the survey. 
This initial phone call will allow you and your Supervisor to review and discuss work you have 
already completed and address any issues or questions you might have. If requested, you 
should hold some of your completed work for your Supervisor to review. You may have to call 
the respondent to clear up any mistakes uncovered during your Supervisor's review. 

Following the initial call with you, your Supervisor will maintain communication with you and 
probably call you again later in the survey. If you have problems during the survey, contact your 
Supervisor as soon as possible. 

Your Supervisor or the Regional Field Office will call some of your respondents after you 
interview them as part of a quality check. The respondent will be asked to recall the 
interview and verify information collected during your interview. Your Supervisor will also 
review some segments you have observed to visually verify that the tract and field 
information you recorded are correct. 

3.4 Interview and Call Back Procedures 

Important: Interview the farm or ranch operator. Information collected from persons other 
than the operator often turns out to be less accurate. 
 
In some rare cases, you can contact the operator and complete the interview on the first 
attempt, but you likely will need to make one or more callbacks. For in-person interview, plan 
each follow-up attempt to arrive at a different time of day. The following instructions are a guide. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nasda2/media/Pages/Enumerator-Handbook-Sept-2018.pdf?mtime=20180907155006
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nasda2/media/Pages/Enumerator-Handbook-Sept-2018.pdf?mtime=20180907155006
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1. First Attempt:  

If the farm operator is not present but is expected shortly, wait for the interview. If the 
operator is not available or is extremely busy, set up an appointment. It is very important 
to keep the appointment or call back if it cannot be kept. 

 
Make notes on the questionnaire of observations or any information learned while 
trying to contact the operator. This information will be useful if you are unable to 
contact the operator on a later visit. 

 
If the operator will not be available until after the survey is over, interview a well-
informed person such as the spouse, partner, child, or hired person. Try to interview the 
person most knowledgeable about the farming operation. 

 
2. Second Attempt 

If a second attempt is required, try again to interview the operator. Try to set up an 
appointment. You may try to interview a well-informed person associated with the 
operation or complete the questionnaire by observation. 

 
3. Final Attempt 

If, after all previous attempts, the operator is not available, interview a well-informed 
person about the operation. If neither is available, your Supervisor may ask you to 
complete the questionnaire for the entire operation based on your observations. At the 
very least, try to find out if the person or operation named on the label is still farming or 
ranching. Write notes on the questionnaire to explain unusual circumstances. 

Important: Do not attempt to interview a neighbor or anyone else if the farm 
operator refuses to complete an interview for this survey, as this promotes distrust 
among other operators. 

3.5 Burden Statement 

Regulations require Federal agencies to estimate the average time required to complete a 
questionnaire. A burden statement (either on the questionnaire, respondent booklet or on a 
separate sheet) will include this estimated average time. The average time may represent the 
actual average completion time from previous surveys, or it may be an estimate based on similar 
surveys.  

If the respondent has problems with a questionnaire or with the time required to complete it, 
he/she may write to the state Regional Field Office that appears on the questionnaire. The 
address is included near the logo area of the questionnaire. Since regulations require the use of 
the burden statement, any questions a respondent may have about the burden statement 
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should be addressed in writing to the Regional Field Office that appears on the questionnaire. 
 
The burden statement appears on all questionnaires mailed to respondents. If a respondent is 
mailed a copy of the questionnaire (including sample copies), an enumerator collecting data by 
personal interview need not present a copy of the burden statement at the time of the 
interview. 
 
Questionnaires designed for personal interviews generally will not have a burden statement 
printed on them. For some surveys, a copy of the burden statement appears on a separate sheet 
given to the respondent after the interview or in the Respondent Booklet. You will receive your 
supply of burden statement supplements or Respondent Booklets before each  survey. 
 
Questionnaires used only for telephone interviews, including CATI, do not have a burden 
statement. 
 
ReǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎƪΣ ϦIƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘŀƪŜΚέ 9ƴǳƳŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴ 
statement average time requirement and never directly contradict it. However, enumerators may 
provide additional information, such as: 
 

"The official average for this survey is 25 minutes, but interviews I have been 
doing in this area are averaging around 15 minutes." 
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3.6 Refusals 

Most people you contact cooperate and furnish the needed information. However, there are 
always a few people who are reluctant to provide information. Some respondents may refuse to 
provide any information. It is important to be courteous and friendly. Make a diligent effort to 
obtain the respondent's cooperation by explaining the purpose of the survey, confidentiality of 
the data, and the need for accurate agricultural statistics. Chapter 1 of this manual and the 
NASDA Enumerator Handbook explains why reports issued from these surveys are important, 
and suggests ways the respondent might use the reports to make decisions. 
 
If the respondent refuses to report, you should: 

1. Conclude the interview with a friendly attitude and always leave the respondent 
with a positive impression of you as a professional interviewer. Do not become 
discouraged. 

 
2. Make observations on the questionnaire by being aware of what is around you. 

 Important: Do not spy or deceivingly try to obtain data. Do not try to interview 
hired workers or other family members if the operator has already refused. 

 
a. Agricultural List Surveys:  (Crops APS & Hogs: Jun, Sep, Dec, Mar; Cattle: Jan, Jul; 

Sheep & Goats: Jan) 
 

The Ag Survey editing program requires the Regional Field Office to provide an 
explanation of presence or absence of crops, grain storage and livestock at a 
minimum. Observations from you can provide an up-to-date verification of 
information which can greatly improve the quality of the survey results. 

 
Examples of valuable observations include: 

¶ Presence of livestock on operation and number/size/type of 
livestock facilities. 

¶ Specific types of machinery which would indicate a presence of 
crops (Press drill, row crop planter, hay equipment, etc.). 

¶ Count and estimated size of grain storage facilities. 
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b. June Area Survey: 

Detailed observations are required on the June Area Survey Tract Questionnaire, 
Section D. As the enumerator on the scene, you are the only person in a position to 
provide information to complete this section. When an operator refuses the June 
Area Survey Tract Questionnaire or the operator is inaccessible, you must still 
complete Section D through observation. Enter comments for the following into the 
June Area CAPI instrument: 

 

¶ Provide observed tract boundaries. 

¶ Provide observed field usage (corn, waste, pasture, etc. in notes on the 
segment map and item level comments in CAPI. 

¶ Provide observations (presence/absence) for other parts of the 
questionnaire. 

 
3. wŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜΦ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ for a 

refusal provides the Regional Field Office with important information. As a whole, 
the notes from a survey or a group of surveys create an overview that can be 
valuable to the Regional Field Office. 

Above all, don't become discouraged if you get a refusal. Some people won't talk to anyone, and 
experience tells us most refusals are just caught at a bad time for a survey or interview. On your 
next interview continue to meet people with ease and friendliness. 
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3.7 Completing the Questionnaire 

All Agricultural Surveys are able to be completed on the iPad. If instructed to complete the survey 
questionnaire on paper, make all entries clear and easy to read. Use a black lead pencil. 

1. Boxes or Entry Cells (item code boxes) 

a. Answers must be written entirely within the box or space provided (including YES 
and NO check boxes) and properly located in relation to pre-printed decimals and 
zeros. If the answer to a question is NONE, enter a dash (-) instead of a zero. A 
zero may be mistaken for a 6. Similarly, write all numbers clearly so a 3 and 5 are 
not confused, or a 1 and a 7. 

 
2. Enumerator Instructions 

a. Statements sometimes used at the beginning of a section include definitions and 
instructions about the next questions. The respondent must be made aware of 
this information. Read statements and questions exactly as written. 
 

 

 

 

 Figure 3.1: An introductory statement with definitions and instructions. Read 
these to respondents exactly as written. 

 
  

 

  Please account for whole grains and soybeans on hand or stored on June 1 on the 
  total acres operated, whether for feed, seed, or sale. They may have belonged to  
  you or someone else, or been stored under a government program (loan, farmer  
  owned reserve, or CCC.) 
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b. Enumerator instructions are enclosed in square brackets and printed in italics. 

These instructions should not be read to respondents. 
 

 

 

 
Figure 3.2: Enumerator instructions enclosed in square brackets. Do not read 
these to the respondent. 

In this example, the instructions following the check boxes direct you to the 
next question to be asked. You will not read enumerator instructions to the 
respondent. 

 
c. Optional words are enclosed in parentheses. You may read these words to the 

respondent to further clarify the question. 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure 3.3: Optional Words are enclosed in parenthesis. You may read this to 
respondents if necessary to clarify the item. 

The optional wording is "(Include hogs, cattle, sheep, goats, equine, bee colonies, 
etc.)". You may read this to the respondent if necessary to clarify the question and 
obtain the correct response. 

 
  

 
  Were any livestock or poultry, regardless of ownership, on this operation  
  at any time in the last 12 months? (Include hogs, cattle, sheep, goats, 
  equine, bee colonies, etc.) 

 

 Is any of the land in this operation cropland? 

      Yes ς [Go to Item 3.]   No ς [Continue.]   
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d. Always ask the next question, unless instructed to do otherwise with a 

   skip instruction. 
 
 
 
 
 
   Figure 3.4: Unless instructed otherwise, always ask the next question. 
 
   In this example, if Yes, go to Item 3. If No, ask the next question. 
 

e. Make notes about answers outside of expected ranges. Do not write notes or 
make unnecessary entries in the answer cell. One example would be if the 
operation suffered above normal death loss due to weather or disease. Your 
note provides an explanation to the reviewer when the questionnaire is 
reviewed in the Field Office. 

 
3. Acreage Entries 

If the answer cell has a pre-printed decimal, record acres to a tenth of an acre. If whole 
acres are reported, enter a zero to the right of the decimal point. Add notes in the 
margins, when appropriate. 

 
4. Livestock Questions 

A general rule is that the livestock reference date for the June Area Survey is June 1, 
unless otherwise specified. 

 
  Is any of the land in this operation cropland? 

   Yes ς [Go to Item 3.] No ς [Continue] 
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3.8 Mailing 

Completed survey materials should be returned to the Field Office or Regional Field Office 
according to your Supervisor's instructions. Usually, they will be mailed in envelopes provided 
by the Regional Field Office. For June Area segments, survey materials should be returned 
after data collection is complete, unless otherwise requested by your supervisor. The 
ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ƻǊ άƪƛǘΣέ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴΥ 
 

1. Completed Area Screening Questionnaire(s).  
2. Completed Area Tract Questionnaires(s). 
3. Any computations or note sheets you prepared on the segment.  

NOTE:  Please double wrap mail packages to protect personally identifiable information 
(PII).  Segment envelopes may only be used as double wrapping if no PII was written on 
the outside. 

Important: Do not mail questionnaires in photo mailing boxes. 

Keep a record of all items you send or turn over to your Supervisor. You should record place, 
date, time of mailing and identification number of June Area segments, other assigned 
questionnaires, and aerial photos or maps sent. This information will help the Regional Field 
Office locate delayed questionnaires and survey materials. 
 
Aerial photos and maps for completed segments should be mailed to the Regional Field Office 
unless your Supervisor instructs you otherwise. Photo mailing cartons and mailing instructions 
will be furnished by the Regional Field Office. 
 
When you have completed your last assigned segment and sent all materials, put all your 
remaining aerial photos, maps, and any unused materials in a photo mailing box, tape the box 
securely, and send the box to the Regional Field Office. Do this the same day you finish your 
work, unless your Supervisor instructs you otherwise. 
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4 Interviewing Procedures for the June Area Survey 

4.1 General 

This chapter contains basic instructions to help you complete your assignment for the June 
Area Survey. You will contact numerous farm and ranch operators over a very short time 
period. Good advanced planning and preparation will make your job much easier. Make every 
effort to plan your activities to prevent last minute problems. Problems due to insufficient 
planning could affect the quality of your work. 

4.2 Area Frame Basics 

The Area Frame is created by dividing an area of land to be surveyed into small blocks called 
segments. Each segment has unique boundaries identified on aerial photographs or maps. 
Samples selected from the Area Frame consist of randomly selected segments. 

4.3 Name and Address Labels 

Your Regional FieldOffice will provide labeled Tract questionnaires for segments enumerated 
during a previous survey. These labels contain the name and address for all persons identified 
as operators of land inside the segment during the previous survey. 
 
Labeled tract questionnaires may also be provided for new tract operators identified during pre-
screening.  
 
A key point to remember when completing Area Frame questionnaires is the name on the label 
must be associated with land located inside the segment boundaries. 
 
The following examples are for general reference only and may not be the exact label included 
on the questionnaires. Please refer to documentation and directions provided by your Regional 
Field Office in regards to the actual format and content of labels. 
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The Area Screening Form will have one label for each tract arrangement identified in a 
previous  year.  
 

 
 Figure 4.1: Standardized label format used in Area Screening Form.. 
 
 
Area Tractquestionnaires will have one label for each name associated with an agricultural tract 
the previous year. A label will containthe operation name, if one was reported, the primary 
operator's nameΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ ! ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘprevious year will also 
be on the Tract questionnaire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Figure 4 .2: Typical label formats used on Area TractQuestionnaires.  

  

Identification ............................................................... 
Phone number & previous tract acres  .... 

!ǊŜŀ CǊŀƳŜ ǇƻƛŘ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

Operation name ........................................ 

Operator's name  ....................................... 

Mailing Address  ........................................................ 

Town, State, Zip Code 

99  1151 1004 79 Tract:  A AAA 

1112223333   Acres:  308 .0  

   9910000 0000  

THE MILKY WHEY 

LESLEE LOHRENZ 

123 OVER THE MOON LN 

ANYWHERE, VA 22222- 1111  

 

 

 

.ŀǊŎƻŘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ΧΧΧΦΦ 

Identification  ............................  

Sampling Information  ..............  

 

Phone Numbers  .......................  

Primary Name  ..........................  

Mailing Address ........................  

Town, State, Zip Code  ..............  

99 100003  0 1  00  1234  123456  0  

 

99  2105 9323 79 TRACT AAAA  

STR:71 80 90 31 22 15  99100000000  

abcd efgh  ijkl  mnop  qrs  

6666666666   7777777777  8888888888    90 127  

          222 333  

STILLWATER VALLEY FARMS   99  900000000  

RR 2 BOX 99   

YOUR TOWN YS 12345- 6789   

Identification  ............................  

Sampling Information  ..............  

Phone Number& List ID  ...........  

Primary Name  ..........................  

Mailing Address  .......................  

Town, State, Zip Code  ..............  

99  2105 9323 79 TRACT AAAA  

STR:71 80 90 31 22 15  99100000000  

6666666666   7777777777  8888888888    90 127  

           

STILLWATER VALLEY FARMS   99  900000000  

RR 2 BO X 99   

YOUR TOWN YS 12345 - 6789   
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4.4  Step-by-Step Guide for Area Frame Interviews 

NOTE: There were no in-person interviews conducted in June 2021. As in 2021, data will be 
collected by phone in 2022. Please refer to the guidance provided by your Regional Field Office 
for conducting phone interviews. If limited in-person interviews are allowed in 2022, guidance will 
be provided by your RFO, and the following guidelines should be followed: 
 

Step 1: First, mark the location of your home on a State or County highway map. Mark 
the location of segments to be observed on your map. Use this map to plan your 
daily travel route. Plan an efficient route to help reduce mileage and make good 
use of your time. 

 
Step 2:  After determining the most efficient route, locate the first segment using the 

State highway map, County map, and aerial photo or quad map. When you 
arrive at the segment, orient your aerial photo or quad map with ground 
features. Identify your location on the photo using landmarks such as roads, 
ditches, streams, trees and buildings. 

 
Step 3:  Drive around the segment, if possible, to identify boundaries and features 

shown on the aerial photo or map. Become familiar with the segment 
boundaries and landmarks. This will help you when talking with farmers about 
the boundaries of land they operate inside the segment. Locate any occupied 
residences and farmsteads inside the segment boundaries on your photo. 
Remember, the appearance of buildings, fields, and woodland could have 
changed since the photo was taken. 

 
Step 4:  When possible, select a farmstead located inside the segment for your first 

phone interview. Non-resident farm operators often live near the segment. In 
most cases, you can locate them by inquiring when phoning neighboring 
respondents. When you locate a non-resident farm operator, identify their 
residence on the aerial photo, quad map, or county highway map if possible. This 
will help you if you have to contact the respondent again. Your State may provide 
graph or grid paper to aid in mapping the location of non-resident farm 
operators. Other sources of information for locating non-resident farm operators 
include: grain elevators, feed dealers, county agents, FSA offices, Post Offices, 
etc.  Remember we are only to conduct interviews by phone for 2021. 

 
Step 5:  Phone the operator and introduce yourself. A sample introduction is provided on 

the face page of the Area Screening Form. Study it before starting work. The 
introduction on the questionnaire can be used as a guide for you to follow. You 
may use your own words to introduce yourself to respondents. 
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Step 6: Determine the boundaries of the land the respondent operates inside the 

segment. Ask the respondent the screening questions inside the Area Screening 

questionnaire to determine if the operator qualifies for an Area 

Tract questionnaire   

Step 7:     Complete an Area Tract questionnaire for all operators who qualify based on 

responses to the screening questions in the Area Screening questionnaire. 

General guidelines for completing the Area Tract Form are covered in this chapter. 

Item by item instructions for completing the Area Tract questionnaire are in the 

next chapter. 

Step 8:     After completing each interview review your work. All tracts must be clearly 

identified with boundaries properly outlined on the aerial photo or map. 

Step 9:     Thank the respondent for the interview. Make a friendly, courteous departure 

since many operators may be revisited for Objective Yield, Agricultural Labor, or 

other follow-on Agricultural Surveys. 

Step 10:   After completing the phone interview, but before the next interview, carefully 

review the questionnaire and make any necessary notes, additions or deletions. 

Take time to double check all math calculations and responses to make sure the 

questionnaire is complete and accurate. If necessary, immediately call the 

respondent back for corrections. 

Step 11:   Interview the operator for the next tract in the segment. You have completed 

screening of the segment when you have accounted for every parcel of land 

inside the segment. Enter data for each Area Tract questionnaire into the CAPI 

form as they are completed. 

Step 12:   When you have completed a segment, fill in Items 1-5 on the back of the Area 

Screening Form. Your Regional Field Office or Supervisor will give you instructions 

for mailing completed segments and when to mail your photos and maps. Make 

sure all tracts and screeners are correctly submitted in the CAPI instrument. 
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4.4 June Area/ACES Online Respondent Parcel Map Instructions  

If a respondent no longer has a copy of the map sent in the mail, a copy of the map can be accessed on the 

web. The survey code the respondent can enter into the Ag Counts website (www.agcounts.usda.gov) is 

printed on the front of the screening form, is available on tract level records in CAPI, or the Regional Field 

Office can look it up in SMS. See images below: 

Figure 4.3: Survey Code Displayed on Front of Screening Form 

 

Figure 4.4: Survey Code Displayed in CAPI at the Tract Level 

 

Figure 4.5: Survey Code Displayed in SMS 
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To access the web map: 

1. GO TO  www.agcounts.usda.gov 
2. ENTER the Segment SURVEY CODE and click CONTINUE (Figure 4.6) 

 

Figure 4.6: Ag Counts Site to Enter Survey Code 

 

3. There are two clickable items on this screen. 
a. The Survey Title 

i. Clicking on the Survey Title (larger oval in Figure 4.7 below) will take you to 

the world map page (Figure 4.8) 

ii. Clicking on the World Map will open the Segment Parcel Map. The NEXT 
button at the bottom of this page does not function. Only clicking on the 
World Map will bring up the parcel map.  
 

b. The June Area Map Icon 

i. Clicking on the June Area Map icon (small circle in Figure 4.7) will take the 
respondent directly to the Segment Parcel Map. 

 

Figure 4.7: Survey Title on Ag Counts Websie 

 

http://www.agcounts.usda.gov/
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Figure 4.8: World Map Page 

 

4. When the respondent has completed his/her review of the map, instruct them to close it.  
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4.5 Aerial Photography/Map Problems 

1. Two or More Aerial Photos for a Segment 

If the same part of a segment appears on two photos, Some tracts will be too large for 
only one photo. In this case, part of the tract boundary will have to be drawn on one 
photo and part on the other photo. When tracts have to be marked on two photos, 
show the tract codes and field numbers on both photographs. 

2. Boundaries of SegmentNot Identifiable on Ground 

Occasionally, a segment boundary will not be identifiable on the ground. This may be 
due to changes since the photo was made. A fence row may have been removed or a 
crop may be planted continuously across an old field boundary or fence line. Ask the 
respondent to identify exact field boundaries. Use your ruler or acreage grid to 
determine the acreage of the field(s) inside the segment boundaries. 

 
A segment boundary may run through a pasture or open range where livestock may 
roam back and forth across the segment boundary. Make a note of this on the last 
page of the Screening Questionnaire. Show the boundary of fields extending outside 
the segment with a dashed red line. 

3. Boundaries of Segmenton Aerial Photoand County Map Do Not Agree 

Sometimes, you may find the segment boundary on the photo does not agree with 
the boundary outlined on the county map. When this happens, use the aerial photo 
as your guide. If this is still a problem, contact your Supervisor for assistance. Report 
the inconsistency on the back of the Area Screening Form . 

4. Aerial Photos Not Provided for a Segment 

Some segments, such as grazing areas in western States, may only be shown on a 
quad or county highway map. Proper tract identification is a problem when a crop is 
present. Many times the crop will be hay. For the June Area survey, if the area where 
hay was cut cannot be marked off easily, get the total acres harvested. If the planted 
acreage is an Objective Yield crop, (corn, cotton, soybeans, wheat,) an enumerator 
sketch may be helpful to account for the proper land in the proper tract. The Regional 
FieldOffice may request supplemental photography for the segment next year if the 
tract boundaries are a serious problem. 

5. SegmentBoundariesExtend into a Neighboring State 

Segmentboundaries are supposed to stop at the State line. You should only collect 
data for operators of land in your State. If a field boundary crosses the State line, 
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collect only the information for the portion of the field located in your State. If this is 
too difficult, collect data for the land in both States. The Regional FieldOffice will divide 
the information. 

Important: Procedures for List surveys are different. Refer to Chapter 7, Interviewing 
Procedures for the June Agricultural List Surveys
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5 The June Area Screening Form  

This chapter provides detailed instructions for completing the Area Screening Form . At least 
one Area Screening Form must be completed for every segment. 
 
The area screening form  is a tract directory used to: 

1. Record the name and address of all tract operators. 

2. Determine if a tract operator qualifies for an Area Tract questionnaire. 

3. Record full name, address, phone number and acreage for the non-agricultural tracts. 

4. Enter the information into the June Area CAPI instrument. 

5.1 Screening Purpose and Importance 

The June Area Survey provides State and National level indications of crop acreage, livestock 
inventory, land values and number of farms. The screening process is used to decide when a tract 
questionnaire is necessary to capture detailed data on any or all of these items. A tract 
questionnaire is necessary for all operations that have the potential to qualify as a farm. 

 
 
It will often be obvious during the screening process for a production crop farm, hog or cattle 
operation that a tract questionnaire is necessary based on visible agriculture activity or prior 
knowledge of the operator. However, the screening process for other unique operations with 
cut hay, equine, nursery, vegetable or fruit production, only a few head of livestock or acres 
enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) may not be so obvious. In these cases, the 
screening questions are critical to ensure that a tract questionnaire is completed when the 
operating arrangement has the potential to qualify as a farm. 
 
It does require extra effort to ensure that all farms are screened properly and have a completed 
tract questionnaire. 

 

Farm: ! ŦŀǊƳ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŀƴȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ from which $1,000 or more of 

agricultural products were sold or would normally be sold dǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊέΦ  

Government payments are included in sales.  Institutional farms, experimental 

and research farms, and Indian Reservations are included as farms.  Places with 

their entire acreage enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program, set aside, or 

other government programs are considered operating. 
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5.2 Screening Segments  

The Area Screening process occurs in two phases. Pre-screening is done prior to the official data 
collection period and is usually reserved for new segments rotating into data collection and/or 
agri-urban type segments. Its purpose is to identify the segment boundaries, segment layout, 
non-agricultural areas within the segment and the names and addresses of possible contacts.  

The Regional Field Office Staff worked to identify potential operators prior to pre-screening using 
data from outside sources. Data from two sources, AcreValue and Report All, were obtained 
through a contract, and FSA data were gained through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 
You will be provided maps with FSA common land units (CLU) displayed, as well as listings from 
FSA with names and contact information. Respondents will not be sent maps with the FSA CLUs, 
but you can use them as a guide when talking to respondents by phone. Parcel maps mailed to 
respondents prior to prescreening and data collection will be generated using county assessor 
data, which is public information. 

Remember that possible contacts include all partners and/or associated operation names.  No 
interviews or data are collected at that time. However, the advanced planning and identification 
reduces the time required to complete the segment during the actual data collection period. The 
second and largest screening phase is done during the official data collection period. 
 
All land inside the segment must be screened for agricultural activity. All of the land inside the 
segment must be accounted for, even land that is considered non-agricultural. Screening 
questions apply to all land in the identified operating arrangement, including land outside the 
segment. The ½ acre screening rule (explained in Section 5.3) should be used to screen residential 
or built up areas. 
 
All tracts with agricultural inventory or production inside the segment, regardless of size, must have 
an Area Tract questionnaire completed. Follow these steps when screening segments: 

1. All contiguous non-agricultural, nonresidential areas can be drawn off and 
assigned one tract letter on the aerial photo or map. 

2. Residential areas with lot sizes less than ½ acre with no visible crop production, 
livestock inventory, or crops stored, can be drawn off as one tract. However, 
residences with obvious agriculture potential should be assigned a separate 
tract letter in the Area Screening Form.  

3. When two or more farm operators live in the same house and both have 
agricultural production or livestock inventory inside the segment, each should 
be assigned a separate tract letter and complete an Area Tract questionnaire. 

4. For partnership operations where both the primary operator and the partner(s) 
live inside the segment - complete an Area Tract questionnaire including the 
ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  5Ǌŀǿ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜόǎύ όǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎƛȊŜύ 
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and record them as non-ag tracts. 

5. Land used for energy production should be accounted for in one of two ways.  If 
the operator has access to and makes management decisions regarding the 
land, it should be included in the farm operation.  If the operator does not have 
access (fenced off) or does not make decisions regarding the land, it should be 
drawn off and assigned a separate tract letter.  

 
The interview for a tract is ended on the Area Screening Form when: 

1. The person in charge of the tract does not have (or intend to have) crops, crop storage, 
livestock, hogs owned, equine or other related agricultural activities on the total acres 
operated. 

2. The only part of an agricultural operation located inside the segment is the operator's 
residence of ½ acre or less, and if (1) no crops are produced on the tract; (2) no livestock 
are located on the tract; (3) no crops are stored on the tract; and (4) no crop storage 
facilities are located on the tract. 

3. (AZ, CA, CO, ID, KS, MT, NE, NV, NM, ND, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, and WY only) If the tract 
is Public, Industrial, or Grazing Association (PIGA) land used on a fee-per-head or Animal 
Unit Month (AUM) basis. (Refer to Special Screening Situations for instructions on the 
types of PIGA land and specific screening rules that apply for each type). 

5.3 The ½ Acre Screening Rule 

You may be asked to screen residential areas for farm operators before the actual survey. You 
may complete the Area Screening Form and identify possible farm operators, but do not complete 
Area Tract questionnaires before the survey start date. 
 
Visually inspect residential areas of ½ acre or less per parcel for agricultural activity: 

1. If the residential parcel is ½ acre or less and agricultural activity or equine is present, 
assign a tract letter and complete a tract questionnaire. 

2. If the residential parcel is ½ acre or less and no agricultural activity or equine is 
present, assume it is a non-agricultural tract. 

3. If the residential parcel is over ½ acre with no agricultural activity present, interview 
the operator to determine if they operate a farm. 

4. If the residential parcel is over ½ acre and a farm operator lives on it, assign a tract 
letter and complete a tract questionnaire. 
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5.4 Assigning Tract Letters 

This section provides guidelines for assigning tract letters as you identify tracts within a segment. 
 
Guidelines 

1. For segments enumerated the first time, assign letters A, B, C, etc., as you screen them. 
For example, if John Jones is the first person interviewed, assign him tract letter A. If Bill 
Riggs is the second operator interviewed, assign him tract letter B. Continue through the 
alphabet as necessary, without skipping any letters. If all 26 letters are used, start using 
double letters: AA, BB, CC, etc. (see the side of Page 3 of the Area Screening Form for a 
listing of letters). 

2. For segments enumerated last year, use the same tract letter if the tract operator did not 
change. You should be able to identify the tract letter for previously enumerated tracts on 
the label on Page 2 of the Area Screening Form. 

 

 

 Figure 5.1: Use the same tract letters used last year if the operator is the same. 
 

3. If a different person is now operating a tract enumerated last year, cross out the old name 
and tract letter in the Area Screening Form. If the new operator is new to the segment this 
year, enter the new operator's name and address on a new line in the Area Screening 
Form, and assign the next unused tract letter to the new operator. Erase the old tract 
letter on the map or photo, and write in the new letter. A tract letter can never be used 
twice. In the example below, tract B will never be used again for this segment. 
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 Last Year     This Year 
 

 
 
 
  

 
Figure 5.2: Assign the next unused tract letter if someone different operates the tract this year, 
and the new operator is new to the segment. 

5.5 Special Screening Situations 

Possible Screening Results 

There are many references in this discussion regarding whether the tract acres in question 
should be included or excluded in Land in Farms. These are important points to understand. 

The Area screening process produces one of three results for Western States (AZ, CA, CO, ID, 
KS, MT, NE, NV, NM, ND, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, WY) and one of two possible results in 
Eastern States (all other states). 

 
1. Non-Ag Tract (All States) 

a. The screening result which identifies a tract of land inside the segment 
boundaries as non-agricultural. These acres are coded on the screening form in 
Column 18. This acreage will not be included in Land in Farms. 

2. PIGA Tract (Western States)  
a. The screening result which identifies a tract of land inside the segment 

boundaries as Public, Industrial or Grazing Association (PIGA) land which does 
not meet the definition of Land in Farms. This acreage is recorded in Column 21 
of the Area Screening form and will not be included in Land in Farms. 

3. Ag Tract (All States) 
a. The screening result which identifies a tract of land inside the segment 

boundaries which qualifies for a tract questionnaire based on a Yes or DK 
response in Columns 8-16. The data collected on the Tract Questionnaire 
will be included in Land in Farms provided the operation meets the 
definition of a Farm (See Page 501 for the definition). 

The following pages include a discussion on whether a tract of land will be included in Land in 
Farms or excluded from Land in Farms. Remember that this decision relates to these three 
possible outcomes of the screening actions taken for the tract. 

 

John Jones 

 

A 

 

Bob White 
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Grazing Land 

There are a number of grazing situations that require specific screening instructions and most 
likely additional probing to gain more information about the type of grazing arrangement. The 
Area Screening Form cannot include specific questions to identify all of the unique details of 
various grazing arrangements. The following information discusses several different types of 
land that may be grazed and the resulting screening results that are required to ensure that 
the Number of Farms and Land in Farms criteria are followed. 

Western States: (AZ, CA, CO, ID, KS, MT, NE, NV, NM, ND, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, WY) 

Western States have specific screening requirements for Public, Industrial or Grazing 
Association land. There are a number of different types of arrangements and 
terminology. The following is a description of the most common types, screening 
instructions and tract assignment explanations for grazing arrangements in these 
states. 
 
Eastern States: (All remaining States) 

Eastern States have a less likely chance of encountering special grazing arrangements 
although it does occur. Any specifics which concern Eastern States are also noted. 

 
Grazing Land Types 

 
Federal Public Land: 

Public land is defined as land owned and regulated by a publicly controlled organization or 
government. A large portion of Public Land is owned and managed by the Federal 
Government. State, County, City and Local governments also own and manage land. 
Other publicly held land may include School Land, Public Utility Land or others. The most 
common types are documented in this section. 

The following text and tables are excerpts from a report from the Congressional Research 
Service, Library of Congress in a report titled άCŜŘŜǊŀƭ [ŀƴŘ Ownership: Overview and 
Dataέ (February 21, 2020). The Congressional Research Service is a Branch of the Library 
of Congress which produces non-partisan research reports to members of the House and 
Senate. This report provides an excellent overview of the federally owned Public Land 
structure in the United States. 

The United States Federal Government owns approximately 640 million acres of 
land in the United States. This accounts for approximately 28% of the total 2.3 
billion acres of land area in the U.S. Approximately 606.5 million acres of the land 
owned by the Federal Government is managed by four Federal Agencies: the 
Forest Service in the Department of Agriculture, and the Bureau of Land 
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Management, Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Park Service, all in the 
Department of the Interior. The majority of the land is located in the West and is 
managed for a variety of purposes. 

Forest Service (FS) administers 193 million acres for multiple purposes which 
include timber harvesting, recreation, grazing, watershed protection and fish and 
wildlife habitats. The Forest Service includes several types of land. The National 
Forest System includes 154 national forests totaling 188.4 million acres (97.6%). 
The National Grasslands System includes 20 national grasslands covering 3.8 
million acres (2.0%). There are 110 other areas which include land utilization 
projects, purchase units, and research and experimental area with 0.8 million 
acres (0.3%). 
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 National Forest Service Lands

 
Figure 5.9:  2021 Land Areas Report. National Forest Service Lands by unit and acres. 

https://www.fs.fed.us/land/staff/lar/LAR2019/LARTable01.pdf
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The Forest Service allows grazing by permit on over 102 million of the 193 million 
acres total. This area equals 6.9 million head months (HM). The unit head month 
represents the amount of time an animal spends on National Forest System land. 
This unit equates to Animal Unit Month (AUM). (Grazing Statistical Summary, FY 
2016) 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administers 244.4 million acres of land with 
an additional 700 million acres of subsurface mineral resources. BLM has a multi-
use mandate with support programs including energy development, timber 
harvesting, recreation, grazing, wild horses and burros, cultural resources and 
conservation. Livestock grazing is permitted on an estimated 164 million acres of 
BLM land. 

BLM was created in 1946 by merging two agencies - the General Land Office 
(established by Congress in 1812) and the U.S. Grazing Service (established in 
1934 to manage Public Land in accordance with the Taylor Grazing Act of 1934). 
The Taylor Grazing Act was enacted by Congress in 1934 to remedy the 
deteriorating condition of public rangelands due to overuse, the drought of the 
1920's and the depression in the 1930's. The Taylor Grazing Act converted the 
public rangelands from a system of open grazing in common to one of exclusive 

permits to graze allotted lands. 

 

Federal Public Land Screening: 

The Federal Land administered by the Forest Service (FS) and Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) is largely excluded from the NASS definition of a Farm and Land in 
Farms. However, portions of the land do apply. The following paragraphs describe the 
specific types of FS or BLM land that are considered when determining Land in Farms. 

There are two key concepts in determining if Public Land should be included or excluded 
from Land in Farms. First, does the rancher have exclusive use of the Public land, 
meaning one operator with decision or management rights for the land, or is it multiple 
use land, meaning more than one operator with decision or management rights for the 
land or none of the operators have actual management rights for the land. Second, is the 
payment method based on Animal Unit Month (AUM) or Head Month? In order for 
Public land to be included in NASS Land in Farms, the land must be considered with a 
payment method other than AUM or Head Month. Any Public Land obtained with a 
payment method of AUM or HM should be excluded from the NASS Land in Farms. 

https://www.fs.fed.us/rangeland-management/documents/grazing-stats/2010s/GrazingStatisticalSummaryFY2016.pdf
https://www.fs.fed.us/rangeland-management/documents/grazing-stats/2010s/GrazingStatisticalSummaryFY2016.pdf
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National Forests and National Grasslands: 

Forest Service (FS) land is permitted on a Head Month (HM) basis whether it is National 
Forest Land or National Grassland. This land is not included in NASS Land in Farms. The 
ǊŀƴŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ΨǇŜǊƳƛǘΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ Service for a given number of 
Head Months (HM). These acres are primarily multiple use but some single use permits 
may be issued. No individual ranchers have management authority over the land. 

¶ Screening Action (Western States): If a segment is located in a National Forest 
or National Grassland grazing area, the land should be drawn off as a separate 
tract and recorded as a PIGA tract on the June Area Survey screening form. By 
coding these tracts as PIGA, the land will not be counted in Land in Farms. 

¶ Screening Action (Western States): The National Forest Service Lands table, 
included earlier, explains that a portion of the land inside the National Forest and 
National Grassland boundaries are privately owned and not regulated or 
managed by the Forest Service. If this is found in a June Area segment, the PIGA 
tract assigned for the FS land must not include acres operated by the others 
inside the boundary. A separate tract must be assigned for each private operator 
inside the boundaries of the FS land. 

¶ Screening Action (Eastern States): If a segment is located in a National Forest or 
National Grassland grazing area, this land should be drawn off as a separate tract 
and recorded as a Non-Ag tract on the June Area screening form. By coding these 
tracts as Non-Ag, the land will not be counted in Land in Farms. 

¶ Screening Action (Eastern States): The National Forest Service Lands table, 
included earlier, explains that a portion of the land inside the National Forest and 
National Grassland boundaries are privately owned and not regulated or 
managed by the Forest Service. If this is found in a June Area segment, the Non-
Ag tract assigned for the FS land must not include acres operated by the others 
inside the boundary. A separate tract must be assigned for each private operator 
inside the boundaries of the FS land. 
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 Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Grazing: 

The Taylor Grazing Act (1934) allowed the issuance of exclusive use grazing 
arrangements with ranchers. The two types of BLM arrangements are Section 3 land 
which is multiple use land inside a Grazing District with payment type of AUM and the 
other is Section 15 land which is exclusive use land outside of a Grazing District. There 
are BLM arrangements which qualify as Land in Farms. 

There are a series of official BLM terms used to describe the difference between the 
exclusive use land (Section 15) and the multiple use land (Section 3). There may be 
others used by respondents that are not specifically documented here. In some cases, 
the respondents may not recognize any of these specific terms. When that occurs, it is 
necessary to probe for the information needed to determine if the requirements for 
b!{{Ωǎ [ŀƴŘ ƛƴ CŀǊƳǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜen met. 

SECTION 3 BLM Land Terms: 

ά{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ о [ŀƴŘέΥ Commonly used to describe the type of land defined in 
{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ о ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ DǊŀȊƛƴƎ !ŎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ άƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ 
ǳǎŜέ and the payment type is AUM. 

Grazing District: An administrative subdivision of the rangelands under 
jurisdiction of the BLM established pursuant to Section 3 of 
the Taylor Grazing Act. The Secretary must provide for the 
protection, administration, regulation and improvement of 
the grazing districts. 

Grazing Permit: An authorization that permits the grazing of a specified 
number and class of livestock on a designated area of 
grazing district lands during specified seasons. Grazing 
privileges are safeguarded but this permit does not create 
any right, title, interest, or estate in or to the land on behalf 
of the rancher. Improvements such as fences, wells, and 
reservoirs may only be made with the approval of the 
Secretary. In some cases the permittees are required to 
cost share the upkeep and maintenance of partition fences. 

All three of these terms refer to Section 3 grazing arrangements. All Section 3 
ƭŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ b!{{Ωǎ [ŀƴd in Farms. 
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Screening Action  

¶ Western States: When a segment includes Section 3 BLM land, that 
Section 3 land area must be assigned a separate tract and coded as a 
PIGA tract on the June Area screening form. 

¶ Eastern States: When a segment includes Section 3 BLM land, that 
Section 3 land area must be assigned a separate tract and coded as a 
Non-Ag tract on the June Area screening form. 

 
SECTION 15 BLM Land Terms: 

ά{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мр [ŀƴŘέΥ  Commonly used to describe the type of land defined in 
Section 15 of the Taylor Grazing Act. This land is exclusive 
use land and the payment type is on a Per Acre basis. 

Lease: The authorization to lease for grazing vacant, 
unappropriated and unreserved lands. Preference is given 
to owners, homesteaders, and lessees of contiguous 
(adjoining) land. A lease is usually held for a long period of 
time because of the preferences given to adjoining land 
operators. The lease holder is allowed to make land 
management decisions including improvements.  

 
In general, Section 15 land is not part of a Grazing District; however, the Secretary 
does have ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ άƭŜŀǎŜέ ŜȄǘŜrior boundaries of a grazing district to 
promote the orderly use of the district. It is possible that while legally inside a 
Grazing District (Section 3), some land may be classified as Section 15 land and 
leased on a per acre basis. 
 

¶ Screening Action (All States): Section 15 public land grazing arrangements 
should not be coded as a PIGA or Non-Ag tract automatically, but rather 
the ranchers with the lease must be screened for agricultural activity. 
Based on the screening result, the tract will either be coded as a Non-Ag 
Tract or will require a tract questionnaire. If a tract questionnaire is 
completed, the Section 15 land should be included as land rented from 
others in the June Area tract questionnaire for the operator holding the 
lease. 

¶ Privately Owned Land inside the Federal Public Land Boundaries: All 
privately owned land, crop fields or residences that may be located 
inside the boundaries of a Federal Public Land area should not be 
considered part of the Federal Public Land. A separate tract should be 
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assigned for each separate instance and each must be screened using 
the Area Screening questionnaire (Columns 8-16). 

 Non-Federal Public Land: 

There are many instances where State, County and Local governments, Public Utilities, 
Schools Districts or other non-federal public organizations have grazing land that is leased 
or permitted to ranchers. This land is subject to the rules and conditions set forth by each 
locality. No two sets of rules are standard. Examples of non-federal public land include the 
Public Utilities, Railroads, Highway Departments or others which issue permits to graze 
livestock or horses. 
 
The screening action for this type of land involves asking the following two questions:  

1. Does the renter, permittee or lessee have exclusive use of the land? 
2. Is the payment type Fee per Acre or something other than AUM? 

 
If one or both of the answers is NO, then the tract should be coded as a PIGA tract 
(Western States) or a Non-Ag tract (Eastern States). 
 
If both questions are answered YES, then the remaining screening questions (Columns 8-
16) must be completed to deterƳƛƴŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ bƻƴ-Ag tract or if an Ag Tract Questionnaire 
should be completed. 
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Privately Owned Grazing Land: 

Privately owned grazing land leased on an AUM basis is considered Land in Farms and 
should not be recorded as a PIGA tract (Western States). A separate tract for the Land 
Owner must be assigned and screened using Columns 8-16 of the Area Screening 
Questionnaire. If an Ag Tract questionnaire is required, the land must be reported on the 
[ŀƴŘ hǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŦƻǊƳΦ 

Privately owned grazing land rented on a per acre or free-of charge basis (anything 
other than AUM) is considered Land in Farms and must be screened using Columns 8-
16. If an Ag tract questionnaire is required, the land must be reǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ 
form. 
 
Reservation Land: 

All land in Indian ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ 
operated are quite different from Reservation to Reservation although all land should 
be considered private land. Land inside the Reservation boundaries may be leased, 
rented, permitted, or owned by Native American or non-Native American operators. A 
great deal of land area will be operated by Tribal Governments or Tribal Councils.  

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƻŎŎǳǇȅΩ ǿƘŜƴ speaking to land owners and/or operators 
inside a Native American reservation. This term may be more meaningful in this 
situation, compared to using own, operate, lease, or trustee; in non-Native American 
reservation tracts. 

¶ Land Operated by the Tribal Government or Tribal Council: A separate tract 
should be assigned for the Tribal Government or Tribal Council and it should 
be considered a Managed operation. Remember, all reservation land is 
considered private land and is subject to the screening procedures. If the 
screening questions in Columns 8-16 of the Area screening questionnaire 
indicate a tract questionnaire is required, all agriculture (crops, hay, livestock) 
operated by the Tribal Government or Tribal Council should be included in the 
wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩs report. This land area will be included in Land in Farms. 

¶ Reservation Land Leased, Rented or Permitted (Exclusive Use): All land that is 
leased, rented or permitted by a Tribal Government for agricultural use by 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀƴ άŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǳǎŜέ ƻǊ ǇŜǊ ŀŎǊŜ ōasis (anything other than AUM) 
should be assigned a separate tract. The operator of that land should be 
screened using Columns 8-16 of the Area Screening Questionnaire. The 
operator of this land should report the acreage and livestock data rather than 
the Tribal Government or Tribal Council. 
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¶ Reservation Land that is Leased, Rented, or Permitted (Multiple Use): All land 
that is leased, rented, or permitted on an AUM basis must be reported by the 
Tribal Government or Tribal Council. Any livestock located on this land must be 
reported by the livestock owners. Only livestock owned by the Tribal 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘǊŀŎǘ 
questionnaire. 

¶ Allotted or Privately Operated Land inside Reservation Boundaries: All 
allotted or privately operated land (Native American or non-Native American 
Owner) inside the Reservation boundaries should be considered a separate 
tract. Each tract must be screened using the Area Screening Questionnaire 
(Columns 8-16). This land will be subject to the Area screening rules and 
procedures and will not automatically be considered Land in Farms. 

 
Industrial Land: 

Industrial land includes large land holdings of corporations or businesses such as paper 
mills, railroads, utility companies, mining operations or other types of privately held 
organizations. Depending on the State, some of these examples may be covered by the 
Non-Federal Public Land descriptions. Industrial land can be leased, rented or permitted 
for grazing in a similar manner as the Non-Federal Public land. 
 
The screening action for this type of land involves asking two questions: 

1. Does the renter, permittee or lessee have exclusive use of the land?  

2. Is the payment type Fee per Acre or something other than AUM? 
 
If one or both of the answers is NO, then the tract should be coded as a PIGA tract 
(western states) or a Non-Ag tract (eastern states). 
 
If both questions are answered YES, then the remaining screening questions 
(Columns 8-16) must be completed to determine if it is a Non-Ag tract or an Ag Tract 
Questionnaire should be completed. 
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5.6 Special Operation Types 

Grazing Associations 

A Grazing Association is a member owned, operated, and managed nonprofit association of 
farmers and ranchers, organized to provide shared seasonal grazing for their livestock. The land 
managed by a Grazing Association may be privately owned, industrial land, non-federal public 
land or federal public land. These distinctions are important when determining if the land 
involved should be included in Land in Farms. Not all Grazing Association land should be coded 
as PIGA (Western States) or Non-Ag (Eastern States). 
 
In order to make the decision making process easier, think of a Grazing Association as simply 
another type of operating arrangement (a managed operating arrangement). A separate tract 
should be assigned for the Grazing Association. The type of land operated by the Grazing 
Association dictates what type of rules should be applied when screening for and accounting for 
Land in Farms: 

Federal Land:  If Forest Service or Bureau of Land Management land is leased or 
permitted by the Grazing Association, the screening rules discussed for those types of 
ƭŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ C{ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ΨǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ the Grazing Association does not have 
management authority over that land. Therefore, it should not be considered Land in 
Farms. BLM land should only be included as Land in Farms if it qualifies as Section 15 land 
(exclusive use to the Grazing Association and the payment method is not AUM). If Section 
3 land is identified, the association should be recorded as a PIGA tract (Western States) or 
a Non-Ag tract (Eastern States) on the Area Screening Questionnaire. 

Non-Federal Public Land:  If Non-Federal Public land (State, County and Local 
governments, Public Utilities, Schools Districts or other non-federal public organizations) is 
leased, permitted or rented by a Grazing Association, the following rules for this type of 
land must apply: 

1. Does the Grazing Association have exclusive use? 
2. Is the payment type something other than AUM or Head Month? 

Reservation Land:  If Reservation land is leased, permitted or rented by a Grazing 
Association from a Tribal Government on an AUM basis, a separate tract must be assigned 
to the Tribal Government and the land must be screened and recorded on the Tribal 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘǊŀŎǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜΦ 

Institutional Farms 

Prison farms, Land Grant University Research Stations, Land Grant University Experiment Stations, 
Religious Organizations or other semi-private organizations which operate land inside the 
segment boundaries should be assigned a separate tract and screened for agricultural activity 
using Columns 8-16 of the Area Screening Questionnaire. These operations are considered farms 
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and the land will be included as Land in Farms. 
 
Ag Businesses 

There are several situations where agricultural businesses have unique circumstances which 
make the screening process difficult. The following are some of the more common situations: 

Slaughter Houses, Auction Barns, Stockyards, or Order Buyers:  These agricultural 
businesses have livestock committed for slaughter. The land inside the segment 
boundaries should be assigned a separate tract and should be coded as a Non-Ag tract. 
The livestock on that land have been committed to slaughter and should not be included 
in the cattle inventory that the June Area Survey supports. 

If the operator of the Ag business also has another operation (order buyer also has a 
ranch and cattle), independent of the business venture, and includes land inside the 
segment boundaries, and this will require another assigned tract. The screening process 
should be completed on this tract using Columns 8-16 to determine if that requires a 
Tract questionnaire. 

Livestock Dealers, Speculators:  These operators with land inside the segment boundaries 
may own livestock which are not yet sold for slaughter. This type of operation should be 
assigned a separate tract and screened using Columns 8-16 of the Area Screening 
questionnaire. These operations will likely qualify as a farm and the land will be included 
in Land in Farms. 

Bonded Elevators and Seed Dealers:  These operations will have grains and oilseeds in 
storage. They are bonded for public storage and are included in the Off Farm Grain Stocks 
sample and survey. These operations with land inside the tract boundaries should be 
considered an Ag business, assigned as separate tract and coded as a Non-Ag Tract on the 
Area Screening Questionnaire. 

Although it may seem like we are ignoring a large amount of grain and oilseed stocks, 
those crops in storage are being accounted for on the Off Farm Grain Stocks Survey. 
These data are not being ignored. 

Private Seed Dealer:  Many seed companies hire farmers as the local seed dealers and 
representatives of the company. In most cases, those farmers do not have the seed stock 
on the property that they operate as a farm and it will not become a data collection issue. 
However, if a farmer does report seed on hand for distribution, and he considers it to be a 
separate business from the farming operation, assign a separate tract for that seed 
business. Complete the screening process and make notes describing the situation on the 
screening questionnaire and/or Ag Tract questionnaire. The Regional Field Office will 
decide how to handle the seed stock data. 
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Timber Tracts:  The North American Industrial Classification System designates the types 
of timber tracts which should be included under the farm definition (Agriculture) and 
those that are included under Forestry. The basis for the definition is the duration of 
growing time the timber is allowed. The timber which should be included as Agriculture 
(farms and Land in Farms) is defined as short rotation woody crops; those timber tracts 
which are allowed a growth cycle of 10 years or less. This includes all timber types like 
pine, cotton wood, Christmas trees and others. The short rotation timber tracts are used 
for pulp, pallets, cut Christmas trees or other uses. Timber tracts in a re-forestation 
program will generally have a growth cycle of more than 10 years and would be recorded 
as non-ag woods. 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) land planted to trees may in the future create 
problems with the timber definition. This land will resemble timber tracts in a few years. 
However, government payments are paid on those acres. This fact automatically includes 
those acres under the farm definition even though the growth cycle of the timber may end 
up being longer than 10 years. These acres are included in the Land in Farms definition 
because of the government payment received not because of the trees. 

If a timber tract is inside the segment boundaries, ask enough questions to determine the 
intended growth period of the timber and the intended utilization of the timber. If the 
description meets the definition of a short rotation woody crop (above) then it should be 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ [ŀƴŘ ƛƴ CŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ά¸Ŝǎέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŎorded in Column 15 of the Area 
Screening form. If it does not meet the definition of short rotation woody crops (and no 
other agriculture is found), the tract should be coded as a Non-Ag Tract on the Area 
Screening questionnaire. 

 
Equine Operations (Horses, Mules, Donkeys, Burros) Exclude wild horses and zebras 

Equine operations present a unique challenge in the effort to account for farms and Land in 
Farms correctly. The equine industry is extremely varied and includes everything from families 
with a single horse and one acre to multi-million dollar thoroughbred racing operations with 
thousands of acres and hundreds of horses. This industry also includes many niche service 
industries which include riding stables, boarding operations, training operations, stud, and 
semen services. 
 
The varied operation types in this industry require a specialized effort to ensure that only those 
operations which meet the Farm definition are counted in the data summarization process. 
Rather than require the enumerator to complete an extensive and separate screening 
questionnaire for equine, all tracts with equine (1 or more equine) will screen into an Ag Tract 
Questionnaire and data will be collected. If the screening process reaches Column 13 on the Area 
Screening form, all operations with 1 or more eǉǳƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ά¸Ŝǎ.έ This procedure, 
although seemingly burdensome, will allow the operator to define the type of operation they 
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have in Section K of thŜ !Ǝ ¢ǊŀŎǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜΦ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Ŝǉǳƛƴe on 
the operation will bŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ b!{{Ωǎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ [ŀƴŘ ƛƴ CŀǊƳǎΦ 
 

5.6.1 Example Situations 

Below are examples of a few situations an enumerator may encounter during prescreening 
and data collection and the recommended ways to handle them.    

NOTE:  These examples do not include all possible situations that may be encountered during 
prescreening and data collection.  They are only intended as a guide for the most commonly 
miscoded instances.   

Enumerators should make every effort to follow the procedures documented in this manual when 
completing the Area Screening Form.  However, some allowances may have to be made during 
data collection due to the time and resources available.  If you encounter a situation that you are 
not sure how to handle, contact your Regional Field Office for instructions.     

 
Woods  

1. Woods interspersed with ag:  There are agriculture and residences in the segment in 
addition to wooded areas.  Most of the landowners are local and easily identified.  The 
enumerator should identify and speak with the owner/operator of the woods to 
determine how these acres should be accounted for.  If the woods are part of an 
agricultural operation, they should be ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘract questionnaire.  If 
the woods are not part of an agricultural operation (columns 8-16 are all answered no), 
they may be recorded as non-ag woods on the Area Screening Form. 

2. Woods, no ag activity:  The enumerator has driven around and through the segment.  The 
entire segment is woods with old logging roads running through the segment.  There are a 
lot of different land owners, both in state and out of state.  There is no agriculture present 
or potential for agriculture.  The land is used for hunting, recreation, or vacation and is 
obviously noǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǊƳΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƴƻƴ-ag woods on the Area 
Screening Form. 

 
Residential 

1. One acre lots, some have horses:  All residences would be assigned a tract letter and 
screened individually to determine if there is agricultural activity.  A tract questionnaire 
should be completed for those tracts that have agriculture and are potentially a farm (in 
this case, horses). 

2. City lots, all less than ½ acre:  The enumerator has driven around and through the 
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segment/tract and determined that all lots are less than ½ acre and there is no evidence of 
agriculture.  This residential area can be drawn off as one tract and assigned a tract letter.  
However, if there is evidence of agriculture at one of the houses, that residence must be 
drawn off separately and assigned its own tract letter.  A tract questionnaire would then 
need to be completed for that tract. 

 
Segments with More Than 99 Tracts 
A segment cannot have more than 99 tracts. During prescreening, if you have a segment with 
more than 99 tracts, non-agricultural tracts can be grouped and coded with the same tract letter. 
Begin with combining the non-agricultural tracts that have column 18 of the screening form 
coded with the following: 

¶ 5 ς Water 

¶ 6 ς Reported non-agricultural by respondent 

¶ 7 ς Vacant houses 

¶ 8 ς Obvious non-agricultural 

¶ 11 ς Government land 
 

If there are still too many tracts in the segment, contact your Regional Field Office for additional 

guidance. 

 

Other 

1. Swamp or waste land:  If there is an area of swamp or wasteland in the segment, the 
owner of this land must be contacted and the screening questionnaire completed.  
Although this land would not be considered agriculture, it may be part of an operation 
that is outside the segment. 

 
NOTE:  When drawing off large areas of woods and residences to group together under one tract 
letter, all land should be contiguous.  Do not draw off several areas throughout the segment and 
assign all areas the same tract letter.
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5.7 Operating Arrangement Situations 

[ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ άw9b¢ Cw99έ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ other than the tract operator: άwŜƴǘ ŦǊŜŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
an arrangement where no cash or commodity share is exchanged as payment for land use. The 
person with operating control over land should be handled as a separate tract and should report 
that land in Land Rented From Others in Section E of the Ag Tract questionnaire. 

Out-of-State Operations: Complete the segment like any other if the operator's residence or 
part of the operation's land is in another State. Collect information on the tract and the entire 
farm as directed by questionnaire instructions. 

Operator with Land in More Than One Segment: The operator should be listed on the Area 
Screening Form for each segment in which they operate land. Complete an Area Tract 
questionnaire for each segment if the respondent qualifies as a farm operator. Questionnaire 
items referring to the entire farm will be the same in each questionnaire. In each questionnaire, 
enter all information required for the appropriate tract and for the entire farm. 

Each report will be summarized using a weighting system. The entire farm data summarized for 
each segment are prorated based on the proportion of the land operated in each segment. 
Thus, correctly identifying the operator and the tract and total farm acreage is critical. 

Landlord Rents Out Cropland But Keeps Control Of Grain Storage Facilities: The landlord is the 
operator of the land where these structures are located. The άƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘϥǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
any land rented out to others. 

Two or More Renters of Same Parcel During Year: You may find a situation where one renter 
has winter wheat planted on June 1, and another renter will plant soybeans in the same field 
after the wheat is harvested. In June, both renters must be contacted because this survey is 
concerned with planted acreage of all crops. Use only one tract letter. The operator on June 1 
should be listed on the Area Screening Form. 
 
You may need to contact the second renter to be sure of the crop and acreage before including 
it in the Area Tract questionnaire. Make notes about this situation and how it was recorded. 
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5.8 Observation ς Prescreening 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in-person enumeration is currently not allowed. If the status of 

in-person enumeration changes, guideance will be provided by your Regional Field Office. 

Observation, however, is still allowed during prescreening for the following segments: 

¶ New Segments 
o One visit is allowed to each new segment to observe landmarks, familiarize 

yourself with the segment, and to observe/confirm non-ag 

¶ Old Segments 
o One visit allowed to old segments identified by the Regional Field Office. Only old 

segments meeting pre-specified criteria will be included in prescreening. Your 
Regional Field Office will provide you more information on which old segments are 
included. 

 

Guidelines 

Enumerators should plan their segment visits efficiently to limit exposure. Personal contact with 

respondents in 2022 is not currently allowed, but if in-person contact changes during the year, 

guideance will be provided by your Regional Field Office. 

¶ Plan routes efficiently 
o Use all available resources (Google Earth, paper maps, etc.) to ensure travels are 

completed with cost efficiencies in mind 

¶ Limit exposure/contact with others 
o Do not get out of the car to talk to anyone 
o Do not visit any USDA Service Centers, County Assessor Offices, or any other 

offices or businesses for the purpose of identifying operators 

¶ Utilize Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
o Wear a mask if stopping at a gas station or restaurant 
o Wash hands thoroughly or use hand sanitizer after visit and outside contact 
o Pull over to jot down notes 
o Note landmarks and road names that could help with identifying tracts operated 

over the phone 
o Document Non-Ag tracts with good descriptions 
o Take note of agricultural production (Ex. the wheat field, the corn stubble, etc.) 
o Note any landmarks within the tracts (Ex. Ditches, tree lines, waterways, etc.) 
o May need to note addresses on mailboxes or houses 
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5.9 Completing the Area Screening Form  

Segment Identification 

The 2 digit State code, 4-digit stratum code, 6-digit segment number, and County will be pre-
printed in the identification box. If you need to use additional Area Screening Forms when 
completing a segment, you should transfer the State, Stratum, Segment number, and County 
name to the new form. 

If multiple Area Screening Forms are used for a segment, you should number the forms as 
shown in the following example: 

Example: For 3 Screening forms, number each as follows: 

1st Area Screening Form.... Part 1 of 3 
2nd Area Screening Form.... Part 2 of 3 
3rd Area Screening Form.... Part 3 of 3 

Introductory Paragraphs 

Introductory paragraphs appear on the Face Page of the Area Screening Form. These paragraphs 
provide information to help you introduce yourself to respondents, explain what you are doing, 
and why you are interviewing them. Read the introduction on the Face Page aloud several times 
before starting work. Rephrase the introduction into your own words, until you feel comfortable 
explaining the information to a respondent. Tell the respondent that the information you are 
collecting is confidential and will only be used with other reports to prepare State and National 
crop and livestock estimates. 

Item 1 - Operate Land 

This question determines if the respondent operates land inside the segment. If the respondent 
owns land in the segment, but there is no agricultural activity, they are still considered the 
operator (for example woods).  The exception to this rule is if the owner is a landlord only.  A 
landlord is an example of a person involved with a parcel of land but not considered the operator. 
Landlords are owners of land rented to someone else. Although the landlord may have some say 
in the way the land is operated, the renter is usually responsible for the day-to-day decisions 
affecting the land and is considered the operator. 
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Item 2- Boundaries of Operation 

If the respondent operates land inside the segment (Item 1 is yes), determine tract boundaries 
by asking Item 2. This may require considerable probing if the respondent is not familiar with 
aerial photographs or maps. Take as much time as needed, until both of you are sure about the 
tract's location and boundaries. If the segment was enumerated last year, tract boundaries will 
already be on the photo or map. However, you must determine if any changes occurred in the 
tract boundaries since the previous survey. Draw tract boundaries on paper maps with a blue 
pencil. Use the special blue pencil (Staedtler Lumocolor) provided by your Regional Field Office 
for drawing tract boundaries on aerial photos. 

Item 3- Land Operated by Others 

This item is used to determine if any land inside the tract identified with Item 2 is operated by a 
renter, share tenant, hired manager, or someone else. For example, you may be talking to the 
owner of the land and draw in boundaries of land owned. When Item 3 is asked, the owner says, 
"I rent out the 100 acre corn field to Bob Parker." Draw off the corn field in blue on the photo. If 
Bob is not already identified as operating land in the segment, assign him the next unused tract 
letter. 
 

Item 4- Fee-per-head or AUM Land (AZ, CA, CO, ID, KS, MT, NE, NV, NM, ND, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, 
WA, and WY Only) 

This question will provide an indication that extra care must be taken with land that is rented on 
an AUM basis. There are many different types of land that may be rented on an AUM or fee-per-
head basis. The type of land rented (Federal Public Land, Non-Federal Public Land, Privately 
Owned grazing land, Reservation land, or Industrial Land) will dictate the exact information that 
you will need to make an informed choice between coding a PIGA tract, Non-Ag tract or Ag Tract. 
(Refer to the Special Screening Situations, found earlier in this chapter). 
 
In most cases, the land area should be drawn off in blue on the aerial photo or map. Assign a 
separate tract letter to this land, and complete a new line on Page 2 of the Area Screening 
Form. You will interview the agency controlling or administering this allotment or grazing unit 
to screen for crops and residences located inside the PIGA tract boundaries. 

Residences and crop fields should not be included inside the PIGA tract boundaries. You 
should draw separate tracts, if possible, to identify residences and crop fields separate from 
the PIGA tract boundaries. 

Column 5- Tract Letter 

Enter the tract letter you assigned to the tract drawn on the map or photo. (The label has been 
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adjusted to allow for longer Tract letter strings, such as AAAA) 

Column 6- Operator Name, Address, and Phone Number 

Record or verify the full name of the tract operator. Be sure the spelling is correct, since many 
names are not spelled the way they are pronounced. Enter the complete mailing address, 
including route and box number or street address, city, State and zip code. A complete and 
accurate mailing address is required for all tracts (Non-Ag Tracts, Ag tracts and PIGA tracts). 
Record the phone number for all tract operators, in case a call back is needed on a later survey. 

For non-agricultural tracts without an identifiable operator, record the name and complete 
address of the organization or business using the land. A complete name, address and phone 
number (if available) for non-agricultural tracts is required, because some non-agricultural tracts 
are selected for future surveys. 

Column 7- PIGA Land (AZ, CA, CO, ID, KS, MT, NE, NV, NM, ND, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, and WY 
Only) 

Remember, PIGA land located inside the segment will most likely be drawn off as a separate 
tract. The Regional Field Office may have completed Column 7 for grazing tracts enumerated on 
previous surveys. Tracts containing PIGA land will be identified when you complete screening 
questions 1 through 4 on the Face Page. If the type of land and operating specifics require that 
the tract be coded as PIGA land, you will enter the total acres of the PIGA tract in Column 21, 
and go to the next tract. 

Important: Check for residents and verify no crops will be produced in PIGA tracts this year. If 
there are residents or crops on PIGA land, draw these as separate tracts. 

Columns 8 through 16- Screening for Agricultural Activity 

These questions refer to the entire operation associated with the tract, both inside and outside 
the segment. 

When the first YES or DK (don't know) is checked, continue the interview with an Area Tract 
questionnaire. If all NO's are checked, continue with Column 18 and code the tract Non-Ag. 

Column 8- Crops, Livestock or Poultry 

Check YES if the tract operator grows crops or plants, cuts hay, or raises cattle, hogs, sheep, goats, 
equine, poultry, honey bees, aquaculture, or any other livestock on the total acres operated. 
Include livestock or poultry on the total acres operated, even if they belong to someone else. 
Include hogs owned anywhere and sheep and goats owned anywhere in the western states (AZ, 
CA, CO, ID, MT, ND, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, and WY). If the respondent grew crops or had livestock 
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or poultry earlier in the year, but has none now, Column 8 should still be checked YES and an Area 
Tract questionnaire completed. Also, you will check YES if the operator intends to grow crops or 
have livestock or poultry before December 31. If the respondent is not certain at the time of the 
interview whether any crops will be grown or livestock present on the total acres operated this 
year, check DK and complete an Area Tract questionnaire. If you already know the operator grows 
crops or has livestock or poultry, you can check Column 8 YES and complete an Area Tract 
questionnaire without asking the question. 

To qualify as growing a crop, the respondent must decide on the planting, caring for, and 
harvesting of the crop. Crops or livestock received as share rent from land rented to someone 
else should not be considered grown by the land owner. 
 

Crops Grown  

 Include: 
 

1. Field Crops of All Types 7. Fruits, Vegetables and Tree 
2. Mushrooms  Nuts 
3. Flowers 8. Christmas Trees 
4. Nursery Stock 9. Maple Syrup 
5. 
6. 

Greenhouse Crops 
Hay 

10. Short - Rotation woody crops 
(hybrid poplar, cottonwood, 
pines, etc.) 

 

Exclude: 
1. Home Gardens 
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Livestock and Poultry 

Include: 

1. Cattle & Calves 
2. Hogs & Pigs 
3. Sheep, Lambs, & Goats, Kids 
4. Chickens, Turkeys, & Other Poultry 
5. Bee colonies 
6. Rabbits 
7. Mink & Other Fur Bearing Animals 
8. Ratites 
9. Fish for Consumption (Commercial or Home Use) 
10. FFA Livestock Projects 
11. 4-H Livestock Projects 
12. Exotic Livestock 
13. Horses, Ponies, and Other Equine 

 
Important: Although a tract may be idle at the time of interview, livestock may be put 
on the land later. This is why it is important to interview the tract operator for 
information on future intentions. 

 
Column 9- Agricultural Sales or Government Payments 

Column 9 determines if the tract operator has sold, or expects to sell, any agricultural products 
or receive government agricultural payments this year. Include sales of crops, livestock, and 
miscellaneous agricultural products from the total acres operated, both inside and outside the 
segment boundaries. Include as government farm payments any funds received for participation 
in various conservation programs. Government payments should include Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), load deficiency, market assistance, production 
flexibility, oilseed program payments, and other similar government payments.   
 
NOTE:  For WRP the individual usually receives a lump sum in the first year and no money the 
following years.  This land still needs to be accounted for and should be included.  
 
Check this column NO if the respondent is a landlord who only sold agricultural products or 
received government payments from land rented out. 

Column 10- Crop Storage 

Check YES if any crops (including hay), regardless of ownership, were stored on the total acres 
operated. Check YES if the operator intends to store crops or hay prior to next June 1. 
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Important: Be sure the respondent understands this question refers to land both inside and 
outside the segment operated on the survey reference date. It does not refer to land farmed in 
the past year but not part of the operation on the reference date. For example, you should 
exclude land operated during the previous year but sold or rented to someone else before the 
survey reference date. 
 
Landlords may rent out cropland, but still have grain stored in facilities on their farmstead. In 
these cases, check Column 10 YES for the landlord, and continue the interview on an Area 
Tract questionnaire. 
 
For screening purposes only, do not include hay or grains on hand to feed animals kept only for 
pleasure. 
 
Column 11- Hogs and Pigs Owned 

Check YES if the operation has (or will) own or raise hogs or pigs, at any location, this year, and 
complete an Area Tract Questionnaire. 
 
Column 12- Sheep or Goats owned or custom fed (AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, ND, NV, OR, SD, UT, 
WA, and WY Only) 

Information for sheep and goats are collected on an ownership basis in most Western States 
(AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, ND, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, and WY). In these States, check YES if the operator 
has or will own or custom feed sheep or goats at any location this year, and complete an Area 
Tract questionnaire. 
 
Column 13- Horses, Ponies and Other Equine (All states) 

Determine if any equine (including horses, ponies, mules, donkeys or burros) were on the total 
acres operated on the survey reference date. The type of operation (personal use, breeding 
operation, boarding stable, etc.) should not enter into the screening decision. The Ag Tract 
questionnaire will allow the respondent to describe the type of operation and that will be used 
to determine how the equine data should be used in the farm and Land in Farms definitions. 

Column 14- Vegetables, Melons, Fruit, Nuts or Berries 

Verification of specialtȅ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŎǊƻǇǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ά/ǊƻǇǎέΦ This question is targeting operations which have production of 
these items. With only a few exceptions, wild fruit and berries and any home use production 
like gardens should be excluded. 
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Column 15- Nursery, Greenhouse, Floriculture, Sod, Cut Christmas Trees or Other 
Woody Crops 

Verification of other agricultural activities not normally ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ά/ǊƻǇǎΦέ 
This question is targeting operations which have production of these items. The key is to isolate 
operations that are in business to produce goods for sale rather than home use. It is possible 
that an operation is currently growing these items for sale in the future but the production will 
not be ready for sale during this calendar year. This is an important comment and you should 
contact your Regional Field OfŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǘǘƻΣ ά²ƘŜƴ in 
Řƻǳōǘ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΣέ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǿƛth enumerator notes. 
 
Column 16- Idle Cropland or more than 99 Acres of Pasture 

This screening question was added to screen for operations with idle cropland or with pasture 
of 100 acres or more. These two items are included in the definition of a farm and the 
definition of Land in Farms. The definition of cropland and pasture land is documented in 
Chapter 9 of this manual. 
 
If Columns 8 - мс ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ άbƻΣέ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Column 18. 
 
Column 18- Acres of Non-Agricultural Land Use 

For non-agricultural tracts, enter the respondent's estimate of the number of acres in the tract. 
If necessary, use your acreage grid or ruler to determine tract acreage. Enter the land use of the 
tract. Non-agricultural uses may include: lakes, woods, commercial, church, warehouse, vacant 
houses, highways, railroads, residential, etc. Careful observation and screening of these tracts is 
important to make certain they will not be used for agricultural purposes at any time this year. 
 
Column 20- Observed Agricultural Potential 

This item identifies non-agricultural tracts with potential for crops or livestock. These tracts may 
be sampled for the follow-on Agricultural Surveys. Potential for crops means that a crop could be 
seeded without having to improve or clear the land. Abandoned cropland and cropland pasture 
are good examples. A fenced pasture, barn, pen, or chicken house is a sign of potential for 
livestock or poultry. You will complete this item by observation. Use your best judgment to code 
whether the tract reasonably has agricultural potential before June 1 of next year. 

Column 20a- Type of Non-Agricultural Land 

This item records a code for the type of non-agricultural land in the tract.  This information will be 
used to evaluate the types of non-agricultural land contained in segments and used to address 
possible misclassification.  Careful observation and screening of these tracts is important to make 
certain they will not be used for agricultural purposes at any time this year. 
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Enter the code that corresponds with the land use recorded in Column 18. 

Codes to be used in Column 20a are: 

1. Residential 

2. Woods 

3. Idle Open Land (This is not idle cropland.) 

4. Pasture (Less than 100 acres. Not hayed or grazed. If hayed or grazed, then should 
have accounted for as an Ag. Tract earlier in the screening process.) 

5. Water (lakes, rivers, etc.) 

6. Reported Non-Ag by Respondent 

7. Vacant Houses 

8. Obvious Non-Ag (schools, cemeteries, prisons/penitentiaries, roads/interstate 
highways, railroads, airports, hospitals, electrical substations, state/county/local 
transportation facilities, waste or water treatment facilities, churches, etc.) 

9. Grassland (Not hayed or grazed.  If hayed or grazed, then should have accounted for as 
an Ag. Tract earlier in the screening process.) 

10. Hunting Preserve or Private Land Managed for Wildlife 

11. Government Land (i.e. Dept. of Conservation, Dept. of Natural Resources) 

12. Other - Explain the land use in the shaded box below Item Code 783 

Column 21- PIGA Acres (AZ, CA, CO, ID, KS,  MT, NE, NV, NM, ND, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, and 
WY Only) 

Enter the administrator's (agent, resource area manager, ranger, or overseer) estimate of the 
number of PIGA acres inside this tract. It may be helpful to determine the total acres in the 
grazing district or unit and estimate the percentage inside the tract. 

5.10 Back Page - Segment Review 

When you have finished all interviews and accounted for all the tracts inside the segment, 
complete the items at the top of the Back Page of the Area Screening Form.  This consists of items 
1 through 6 for states with PIGA acreage (column 21) and items 1 through 5 for states without 
PIGA acreage. If more than one Area Screening Form was used, complete the items  only on the 
first Form used for this segment. 
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Item 1- Tracts Listed in Screening Questionnaire 

¶ Enter the number of tract letters listed in Column 5, Page 2 of all Area Screening 
Forms used for this segment. 

 
Item 2- Tracts Labeled on Photo or Map 

¶ Count the number of tract letters on the aerial photo or map. The totals in Items 1 
and 2 must agree. If they do not, recount the letters  to determine if you are 
missing any tracts. You must determine why there is a discrepancy; you want to 
have all tracts from the photo listed in the Area Screening Form, and all tracts on 
the Form need to be noted on the photo.  

Item 3- Area Tract Questionnaires Used 

¶ Count the number of Area Tract questionnaires used for the segment. 
 
Item 4- Non-Agricultural Tracts 

¶ Count the number of lines containing an entry in Column 18 on Page 3. Tracts with 
an entry in Column 18 should not have an Area Tract questionnaire completed. 

 
Item 5- Non-PIGA States Balance 

Add Items 3 and 4, and enter the total in Item 5. The values  in Items 1, 2 and 5 must be the 
same. If they do not agree, recheck until you have corrected all errors. 
 
Item 5- PIGA Tracts (AZ, CA, CO, ID, KS, , MT, NE, NV, NM, ND, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, and WY 
Only) 

¶ Count the number of lines with an entry in Column 21 on Page 3. 
 
Item 6- PIGA States Balance 

¶ Add Items 3, 4, and 5, and enter the total in Item 6. The totals in Items 1, 2 and 6 must be 
the same. If they do not agree, recheck until you have corrected any errors. 
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Reported and Digitized Acres 

You must account for all land inside the red segment boundary on your map or photo. 
Digitized acres (DA) in the segment have been pre-printed. This is a machine measurement 
made from the map or photograph.  
 
Add the reported acreage of all tracts (the acreage reported in Columns 18 and 21 of the 
screening form, and acreage reported in Section D of each Area Tract questionnaire), and enter 
the total reported acres (RA) in the designated box. Divide the sum of the reported acres (RA) 
by the digitized acres (DA), and enter the resulting value in the designated box (RA/DA). If the 
result is less than 90 percent or greater than 110 percent, use your acreage grid to recheck the 
reported acreage.  
 
Determine if land outside the segment was included, or if some land inside the segment was 
missed. Correct any mistakes that were made. In a few cases the scale of the photograph may 
be incorrect. If you can determine the correct scale, note the correct scale in the comments 
section on the back of the Area Screening Form and enter your comments into the CAPI 
instrument for that segment. If you cannot identify the reason for the discrepancy between 
digitized and reported acres, make notes describing the situation in the comments section. 
 
To help compare reported and digitized acres, a worksheet has been added to the back of the 
screening form. You can use this worksheet to keep track of the tract letter and corresponding 
acres of Ag Tracts, Non-Ag Tracts, and PIGA Tracts (if applicable for your state) so that the 
number of tracts and acres can be easily added up. 
 
Comments 

Space is provided on the back of the Area Screening questionnaire to document problems you 
encounter completing the segment. These problems may be caused by poorly marked segment 
boundaries, fields split by segment boundaries, outdated photos, or inadequate maps. Write 
comments to alert the Regional Field Office about these problems. Also note the number of 
hours required to complete a segment containing a large number of agricultural tracts. Enter 
your comments into the June Area CAPI instrument. 
 
Your Name and the Date 

Write your name in the designated space. Enter the date the last interview for this segment 
was completed on the indicated line. 
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6 Completing the June Area Tract Questionnaire 

6.1 General 

An Area Tract questionnaire must be completed for each tract operator who qualifies as a 
possible farm operator. This includes any operator with YES or DK checked in any one of Columns 
8-16 on Pages 2 and 3 of the Area Screening Form. 
 
Each Regional Field Office uses its own version of the Area Tract questionnaire.  Since each 
State's version is unique, some of the instructions in this chapter may not apply to your State. 
 
Beginning in 2021, data collected on each Area Tract questionnaire must be entered into the 
June Area CAPI instrument on the iPad. Data can be entered and submitted as each Tract 
questionnaire is completed. The Regional Field Office will provide ore information on iPad data 
entry. 
 
Observation 
For the 2022 survey, tract questionnaire data will be collected by phone, but observation will be 
allowed, where needed. Prior to data collection, one visit is allowed if: 

¶ The segment was not previously observed during prescreening 

¶ You are new to the assigned segment (it was not assigned to you in the previous survey 
year) 

¶ There are large changes in the segment 
 

When observing segments prior to data collection, document what you can. Observe and note 

crops planted, if able, in Section D. Note any livestock observed within the segment. These notes 

will help at the end of data collection for tracts that are inaccessible or refusal. 

A second observation visit may be required for tracts that are inaccessible or refusal during the 

data collection period. A second visit to the segments may be made if: 

¶ You were unable to identify crops planted in the tract (Section D) during the initial 
observation visit 

¶ Crops were unplanted during the first observation 

¶ A weather event occurred after the first visit that may impact the crop acreage initially 
identified  

 

NOTE: Segments should only be visited a maximum of two times during the 2022 June Area 

Survey between both prescreening and tract data collection. If these rules change, guidance will 

be provided by your Regional Field Office. 

See Section 5.9 for guidelines to follow during June Area observation. 
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6.2 Face Page ς Area Tract Questionnaire 

Purpose 

The Face Page provides space for the name of the operation and the operator's name and 
address. 
 
Important: All information obtained in the Area Tract questionnaire applies to the farming or 
ranching operation associated with the Tract identified in the Area Screening Form. Some 
operators have more than one operation.  However, only data from the operation which has land 
inside the segment boundary (tract operation) should be included on the form. 

Segment, Tract, and County Identification 

The segment number entered on the Area Tract questionnaire must be the same as on the 
segment envelope, aerial photo or map, and the Area Screening Form. 
 
The tract letter must be the same letter assigned in Column 5, Page 2 of the Area Screening 
Form. Be sure to use the same letter on the aerial photo or map. 
 
If the Regional Field Office did not provide a label with the county name, enter the name of the 
county where the segment is located in the space provided. 
 
Item 1- Record or Verify Name(s) and Address 

For segments enumerated last year, the Tract questionnaire will be labeled with the operator 
information This label provides the operation name (if one was reported last year), and the 
operator's name and address. Read Item 1 to the respondent. If necessary, make corrections in 
the spaces provided to the right of the label(s). If no changes are needed, enter a check mark in 
the verification box to show information on the label is correct. 
 
Labeled questionnaires will not be available for new operators in old segments, operators of 
tracts determined to be non-agricultural last year, or operators of tracts in new segments. 
 
If this is a new agricultural tract in the segment,  enter the operation name (if one is used) and the 
operator's name and address in the spaces provided. Your entries must be clearly written, 
complete, and accurate. The National Operations Division Frames Maintenance Group checks 
these names for duplication with the List Sampling Frame. The addresses are also used to mail 
survey results and future survey questionnaires to the tract operator. Correct mailing addresses 
are important. 
 
Operation Name: Enter (or verify) the farm or ranch name, institution name, corporation name, 
or partnership name if the operation uses one. The operation name is important for correctly 
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checking names against the List Sampling Frame. If the operation does not use a business name, 
enter a dash in the space for the operation name. 
 

Important: Managed operations must have an operation name. If the tract is a managed 
operation without an operation name, enter the landowner's name as the operation 
name. 

 
Example: John L Brown - Owner 

 
Operator Name: Enter (or verify) the full name of the tract operator, including middle name or 
initial. If the tract is operated by a partnership, enter the name of the partner determined to be 
the operator. 
 
Follow these guidelines to determine who to record as the operator of a partnership: 

1. Who makes most of the day-to-day decisions?  

If one partner makes most of the day-to-day decisions for the partnership, this partner 
should be listed on the Face Page as the operator. 

If partners share equally in decision-making, the oldest partner should be listed on the 
Face Page as the operator. 

2. You will also record (or verify) names and addresses of the other partners in Section A on 
Page 2 of the questionnaire. 

3. For corporations or institutions, enter the name of the person in charge of the farming or 
ranching operation. If the tract is managed land, enter the manager's name as the 
operator. 

Mailing Address: Enter (or verify) the complete mailing address of the operator, including 
Zip Code. The Regional Field Office may contact this operation for future surveys. Some 
Regional Field Offices will send a letter to each respondent thanking them for their 
cooperation. Your Regional Field Office will also use this address to mail survey results to 
respondents. 
 
If the operator has an out-of-State mailing address, probe to determine in which State the 
operator lives. Operators of land in segments located near State boundaries may live in your 
State, but have a mailing address for a Post Office across the State line. Write a note on the 
questionnaire to inform the Regional Field Office of the operator's State of residence if it is not 
the same as the mailing address. 
 
Telephone Number: The operator's telephone number is important. You may discover after your 
interview that you missed some items of the questionnaire, and a telephone call would allow you 
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to get this information. Telephone numbers are also used on future surveys. Enter (or verify) the 
telephone number (including area code) of the tract operator in the space provided. 

 

6.3 Section A ς Operation Description 
 
Purpose 

Identifying the tract operating arrangement is needed to help prevent duplicate reporting. This 
section is used to verify that you identified the correct operator for partnership operations, and 
to record names and addresses of other partners. 

Item 1- Operating Arrangement 

Check the box describing the type of operation for the tract, and enter the appropriate code in 
the 9921 Code Box. 

Important: You can only check one type of operation on a questionnaire. Each questionnaire 
applies to only one land operating arrangement. Different operating arrangements within the 
segment must be assigned separate tract letters in the Area Screening questionnaire and each 
one of those that qualify for a tract questionnaire (screening) should have a separate Tract 
questionnaire completed. 
 
For partnerships, determine the number of partners and enter the count in the 9921 Code Box. 
The number of partners recorded should include the operator identified on the Face Page, plus 
the number of partners listed on Page 2. 
 
Landlord-tenant, cash rent, share cropping, and managed land are not considered 
partnerships. 
 
Family corporations must be handled carefully. When the respondent reports a family 
corporation, probe for the members who make day-to-day decisions for the corporation. 

Item 2- Operator Identification 

Ask Item 2 only if you checked PARTNERS in Item 1. This question verifies the correct operator 
is identified on the Face Page. If the wrong partner is identified as the operator on the Face 
Page, correct the Face Page to identify the correct operator. 
 
Item 3- Partner Names and Addresses 

Enter (or verify) the full name (including middle names or initials) and complete mailing 
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address for each partner. Silent partners and family members should not be listed if they do 
not participate in the day-to-day decisions of the operation. If more space is needed for 
additional partners, use a blank page in the questionnaire. If no changes are needed to partner 
names and addresses printed on labels, enter a check mark in the verification boxes to show 
the information on each label is correct. 
 
Why is a complete and accurate accounting of all partners necessary? 
 
A critical responsibility of the office staff is to eliminate duplication of reported information 
between the June List data collection and the June Area data collection. The only way this can 
be done is through a positive match of information by name and address. Your diligence in 
documenting that information is the key to making a positive match, eliminating duplication of 
reported information and significantly improving the quality of the survey results. 
 
Granted, it can be difficult to get specific partner address and phone information from the 
respondent. However, keep in mind that it is the combination of name and/or address and/or 
phone which provides enough evidence to make a confident match. Care should be taken 
with the following issues: 

1. Surnames and Initials (Mr. Anderson, J. Anderson) 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǎŜǾeral different people that match 
with the last name Anderson. A positive match is difficult without the first name. If the 
partner would like to have the Initial used, document the name like J (Joseph) Anderson. 

2. Jr. and Sr. (Jim Johnson Sr. and Jim Johnson Jr.) 

Father/son partnerships can be difficult if not documented. In some cases both will have 
the same proper name, address and phone. The middle initial is important to distinguish 
between the two people. Documenting which is Jr. and which is Sr. is also helpful. 

3. Middle Initial 

There are many commonly used first and last names. Often, only the middle initial may 
provide enough information to correctly distinguish between people on the list of 
operators. If possible, ask for the middle initial. 

 
Item 4 & Item 5- Additional Questions (Census Years Only) 
We are interested in both other operation/business names and names of people, like spouses, 
that might be on the Census Mail List (CML) but are not actually operating the tract.  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎ since they will have already been reported on page 2.   All 
names/addresses collected will be used to search the CML for possible duplication.  The more 
complete this information is, the more likely the matching software will correctly identify any 
duplication. 
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6.4 Section C ς Sections to be Completed (June Area) 
 
Purpose 

Section C determines if additional questions for the entire operation are required. Entire farm 
information is needed for any operation not represented in samples selected from the List 
Sampling Frame. 
 
This section is important because it: (1) saves time when entire farm information is not needed, 
and (2) ensures questions are asked when entire farm information is needed. (3) reduces 
respondent burden by identifying questions that need to be asked. 
 
Your Regional Field Office reviews all previously known operations before the survey period 
and identifies any operations not represented on the List Sampling Frame (NOL or non-
overlap). The CROPS-STOCKS Box or the CATTLE Box in Section C may be checked before the 
survey. 

General 

This section contains a series of enumerator instructions. You will answer these items to 
determine if you will ask the operator for information about the entire farm. Your answers 
determine the possibility of the tract being NOL. 
 
Item 1- Boxes at Bottom of Page Checked 

The CROPS-STOCKS box or the CATTLE Box at the bottom of Section C may be checked before 
the survey if the operation identified on the Face Page and Section A of the questionnaire is 
known to be NOL. If both the CROPS-STOCKS Box and the CATTLE Box at the bottom of the page 
are checked, check YES and go to Section D. If either box is not checked, check NO and go to 
Item 2. 
 
Item 2- New or Previously Unknown Tract Operator 

The majority of the time, Regional Field Office cannot check the List Sampling Frame for tract 
operations in new segments or for new agricultural tract operators in old segments before the 
survey. In most cases, questionnaires for these operators will not have name and address labels. 
If a label is not present on either the tract questionnaire or screening questionnaire, check YES, 
check the CROPS-STOCKS and CATTLE Boxes at the bottom of the page, and go to Section D. If 
the tract questionnaire or screening form has a name and address label, check NO and go to 
Item 3. 

Important: If the operator of an individual or partnership tract this year is not the person who 
operated the tract last year, you should use a new, unlabeled questionnaire for this interview. Do 



Chapter 6 
Completing the June Area Tract Questionnaire 

 

!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ aŀƴǳŀƭ 
February 2022 

Page 619 
 

not reuse a questionnaire if the individual or partner identified on the Face Page label is no 
longer associated with the tract. This would be a case of the tract operator being new to the 
segment this year. Refer to Chapter 5 of this manual for instructions on assigning tract letters in 
segments enumerated last year. 
 
Item 3- Non-Agricultural Tract Last Year 

Tracts coded non-agricultural last year will have a label in Column 6 on Page 2 of the Area 
Screening Form, but will not have a pre-labeled Area Tract questionnaire. 
 
If a name and address label for the operation is on Page 2 of the Area Screening Form, but you 
did not have a pre-labeled Area Tract questionnaire, check YES, check the CROPS-STOCKS and 
CATTLE Boxes at the bottom of the page, and go to Section D. Check NO if the Area Tract 
questionnaire has one or more name and address labels, and go to Item 4. 
 
Item 4- Changes or Corrections to Face Page Labels 

Any changes or corrections made to the operation name or operator's name or address may 
affect the overlap status of the operation. 
 
If you made any changes or corrections to the names or addresses printed on the label(s) on the 
Face Page, check YES, check the CROPS-STOCKS and CATTLE Boxes at the bottom of the page, 
and go to Section D. If all names and addresses on the Face Page labels were correct, check NO 
and go to Item 5. 
 
Item 5- Partners' Label Changed, Corrected, or Deleted 

For partnership operations, name and address labels were verified or updated in Section A on 
Page 2. Changes to the names and addresses on the partner labels may change the overlap 
status of this tract. If you made any changes, corrections, additions, or deletions to the partners' 
labels in Section A, check YES, check the CROPS-STOCKS and CATTLE Boxes at the bottom of the 
page, and go to Section D. If no changes or deletions were made to the partner labels, check NO 
and go to Section D. If you added a partner to Section A on page 2, check NO and go to 
Section D. 
 
Important: If you change any name or address appearing on any pre-printed label, or if this is a 
new agricultural tract this year, you must check the CROPS-STOCKS and CATTLE Boxes at the 
bottom of Section C. 
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6.5 Section D ς Crops and Land Use on Tract 

Purpose 

Section D provides information for estimates of crop acreage and land usage. Planted acreage 
and harvest intentions for this year will be published in the June Acreage Report. This section is 
used to account for all acreage inside the tract boundary. 
 
Other uses of June tract acreage data include: 
 

1. Measuring incompleteness of the List Sampling Frame for crop acreage. 
2. Providing sample acreage for Cotton, Corn, and Soybeans Objective Yield Surveys. 

General 

All acreage entries in the Area Tract questionnaire must be recorded in tenths, with a minimum 
entry of  least one-tenth (0.1) of an acre. If the respondent reports whole acres, enter the 
number to the left of the decimal and a zero to the right. 
 

Example: 122 acres is entered as 122.0; 12 ½ acres is entered as 12.5. 
 
This section is designed as a recording form rather than an interview form. You are required to 
ask questions in your own words to get the necessary information inside the tract. You must 
use the aerial photo or map and Section D together. 
 
Do not include any land outside the segment boundaries in Section D. 
 
You should review Chapter 9 of this manual for instructions specific to crop production practices 
and land uses. 
 
Total Acres in Tract 

The tract should already have been drawn off in blue when you completed the Area Screening 
Form. The first question in Section D asks for the total tract acres operated inside the segment 
boundary. You should record the total tract acreage operated within the segment, even if the 
tract consists of two or more parcels. It may be necessary to identify landmarks on the map or 
photo to help the respondent understand the boundaries you have drawn. The minimum 
acreage for the entire tract is 0.1 acre. 
 
Be sure both you and the operator agree on all tract boundaries before you continue the 
interview. A little extra time spent studying the photo and discussing the tract boundaries will 
mean a more accurate job of interviewing and less time spent with the respondent completing 
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the questionnaire. 
 
Next, read the introductory statement at the top of the page. This leads into the land use of the 
tract. You must account for the entire tract in Section D. 
 
NOTE: Commodities included in Section D vary by state. 
 
Occupied Farmstead (Resident farm operators only)  
Line 2 is only used if the operator lives inside the segment. Record the farmstead acreage under 
question 2 (Item Code 843). 
 

Include: 

1. Lawn area around the operator's dwelling. 

2. Garden area, if used only for home use. 

3. Pens, buildings, and other structures around the operator's dwelling.  
 
Exclude: 

1. Unoccupied residences and vacant dwellings. Unoccupied dwellings should be 
accounted for on Line 3 ό²ŀǎǘŜΣ ǳƴƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΧύ. 

2. Cropland areas.  

3. Pasture areas.  

4. Woodland areas of any size. Record these areas on Line 4 (Woodland). 

5. Wasteland areas of any size. These areas should be recorded on Line 3. 

6. Dwellings occupied by anyone other than the operator. These residences should be 
assigned a separate tract letter in the Area Screening Form. 

 
Waste, Unoccupied Dwellings, Buildings and Structures, Roads, Ditches, Etc.  

This item (Item Code 841) includes areas of windbreaks, roads, swamps, vacant farmsteads, 
water, and other types of wasteland  
 

Include: 

1. Areas in crop fields taken up by ditches, roads, or other waste areas. 

2. Areas of feedlots, recreational fish ponds, stock tanks, and creeks. 

3. Areas of wasteland, roads, or ditches.  
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4. Aquaculture ponds.  

5. Unoccupied dwellings.  

6. (LA Only): Report crawfish ponds as waste. When crawfish/rice (dual purpose) are 
reported, report rice acres only. 
 

Exclude: 

1. Summer fallowed cropland. Record summer fallow land ǳƴŘŜǊ ά[ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
Ŧŀƭƭƻǿέ  if listed as a preprinted line on your questionnaire.  

2. Idle cropland. Record idle cropland under item code 857: Idle cropland ς idle all during 
YYYY (where YYYY is the current year). 

3. Woodland areas. Record woodland areas on Line 4. 

 
Woodland (Not Pastured, Pastured) 

Woodland is defined as all wood lots or timber tracts, natural or planted 
 
Important:   Woodland grazed or woodland with limited grazing potential should be coded as 
Woodland Pastured (Item Code 831) by recording it on the appropriate row under the Woodland 
question. All other woodland should be recorded under Not Pastured (Item Code 832). 

 
Include: 

1. Land covered primarily with trees. 

2. Woodland which may have limited grazing potential. 

3. Land diverted to Government programs planted to trees (including CRP). 

4. Timberland to be harvested for lumber or pulp wood. Cut-over and deforested land 
with young growth which has or will have value for wood products. 

5. Abandoned fruit orchards, groves and nut trees. 

6. Tapped maple trees. 
 

Exclude: 

1. Land planted for Christmas tree production (code in Other Crops). 

2. Bearing orchards and groves, nut trees (code in Other Crops). 

3. Clear cut, cut-over and deforested land specifically improved for pasture (code in 
Permanent Pasture Line 5). 
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Pasture 

See Chapter 9 for specific instructions for pasture. 
 
Land in Summer Fallow 

Summer Fallow is preprinted on questionnaires for some states. See Chapter 9 for specific 
instructions for summer fallow. (Only asked in certain states.) 

Idle Cropland 

See Chapter 9 for specific instructions for idle cropland. 

Crop or Land Use - Recording Rules 

Record acreage planted or to be planted, and acreage intended for harvest for grains, hay, 
tobacco, and sugarcane, etc. for crops preprinted on your questionnaire. If a crop or land use is 
reported but is not printed on your questionnaire, enter the acres of the crop under the Other 
Crops question (Item Code 848). Be sure to record the name of the crop and the acres in the table 
below the question.  
 
See Chapter 9 for recording rules for planted and harvested acres, as well as individual crop 
instructions. 
 
Acres Left to be Planted 

If planting of the crop is not complete at the time of the interview, enter the number of acres left 
to be seeded. Acres remaining to be planted cannot exceed the total crop acres, unless the 
planting intentions are for dual utilization. 
 
Other Uses of Grain Planted: 
The question άOther uses of crop plantedέ is included for some crops. The acreage entry for this 
items, plus the acreage to be harvested for grain or grain hay, must equal the acreage planted 
of the crop. 
 

Include: 

1. Acreage plowed under. 

2. Acreage abandoned. 

3. Acreage cut for silage or forage. 

4. Acreage used only for pasture (grazed off). 
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Soybeans Following Another Harvested Crop 

If double cropped acres reported are soybeans, record acreage of soybeans to be planted 
following another crop to be harvested (double cropped) in item code 602. If there is doubt 
whether the soybeans are double cropped, write a note in the margin and include a comment in 
CAPI. Most respondents are able to understand the meaning of double cropping, and report 
correctly. 
 
The terƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ άCƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘ ŎǊƻǇέ means following another crop which was 
harvested this year. For example, winter wheat planted in the fall of 2020 and harvested for 
grain in 2021. Soybeans are planted after the winter wheat is harvested and the soybeans will 
also be harvested in 2021. 
  

Exclude:  
1. Soybeans planted following a cover crop. This is not double cropped because the cover 

crop would not be harvested. The soybeans should be coded under the Soybeans 
Planted and to be planted question (Item code 600). 

Other Crops or Land Use 

Use ǘƘŜ άhǘƘŜǊ ŎǊƻǇǎέ ƭƛƴŜ to record acres in use or acres planted and to be planted  of any crops 
or other land use not pre-printed on your State's questionnaire. !ŎǊŜǎ άƛƴ ǳǎŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ 
planted to crops not replanted every year such as nut groves and Christmas trees. Write the name 
of the crop and the corresponding acres in the table below the question.  
 
If two or more crops will be planted on the same acres for harvest or other use this year, 
record the total acres for all plantings of the same crop under Other crops. 

Example: The respondent reports 10 acres of snap beans, followed by 10 acres of 
cucumbers, followed by 10 acres of snap beans. Record this in the Other crop workspace 
as: 20.0 acres of snap beans and 10.0 acres of cucumbers. Sum the acres and include the 
total in Item Code 848. 

 
Include: 

1. Small grain crops not preprinted on the questionnaire.  If harvested for hay, also 
record under Hay, Grain (Item Code 656). 

2. Grass silage, green chop, haylage, etc. (if not pre-printed on questionnaire). 

3. Oilseed crops such as sunflower, flaxseed, safflower, canola, rapeseed, and 
mustard seed, (if not pre-printed on questionnaire). 
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4. Fruit orchard acreage, whether bearing or non-bearing. However, exclude 
abandoned fruit orchards. Abandoned orchards should be recorded under 
Woodland. 

5. Vegetables for sale or commercial use. Exclude home gardens. 

6. Small plots of vegetable crops grown as truck crops. Exclude home gardens. 

7. Vineyards and nut groves. 

8. Nurseries, greenhouses, sod, and flowers. 

9. Flower and vegetable seeds. 

10. Cultivated herbs and berries. 

11. Christmas trees. 

12. Newly seeded hay crops (if hay will not be harvested this year). 

13. Summer fallow (if your questionnaire does not have summer fallow preprinted). 

 
Exclude: 

1. Any crop cut for hay this year, unless it is a small grain crop not preprinted in 
Section D. Enter these non-small grain crops under the Hay question. 

2. Any preprinted crop listed in Section D. 

3. Home gardens. 

4. Abandoned orchards. Record abandoned orchards Woodland. 

5. Maple syrup. Record areas of maple syrup trees under Woodland. 

6. Summer fallow, if your questionnaire has summer fallow preprinted.  

Review of Tract Acreage 

The acreage of land used in the tract can exceed total acres (Item 1) only if the tract will have dual 
utilization during this crop year. Acreage in item code 1844 must account for this difference.  
Make sure the total tract acres recorded in Item 1 are completely accounted for. 

 

Tract Cropland with Irrigation Potential 

Some ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άHow many of the cropland acres inside the red 
boundary have facilities and equipment available for irrigation? (include land that may not be 
irrigated this year.)έ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘe end of Section D. If included on your questionnaire, record the 
number of acres in the tract that could be irrigated with facilities and equipment now on hand, 
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even if the operator does not plan to irrigate the acres this year.  
 
If a crop in Section D is double cropped, please only account for actual acres of ground with 
irrigation equipment. 
 

Include: 

1. Cropland that will be irrigated this year. 

2. Cropland with irrigation facilities or equipment, even if the land is not irrigated 
this year. 

3. Ditches and land associated with the irrigation facilities.  
 

Dual Utilization and Double Cropped Acres 
άHow many acres inside the red boundary were or will be planted to two different crops 
(including soybeans reported in item code 602 box) or will have two uses of the same crop in 
the current crop year?έ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ 5Φ This question reminds 
the farm operator to consider all uses of the fields in the tract this year. This includes dual 
utilization and double cropping.  Dual utilization is when two (or more) different crops are 
grown or two different uses are made of the same crop in one growing season. Dual utilization 
refers to two or more uses of the same field, but not necessarily two crops for harvest.  Double 
cropping refers to two crops harvested from the same field during the same crop year.   
 
The term dual utilization has a broader definition than double cropping. For example, fall 
planted cover crops are a form of dual utilization, but are not considered double cropping, 
because the cover crop will not be harvested.   

Include: 

1. Soybeans, cotton, grain sorghum or other crops planted after a small grain crop is 
harvested. 

2. Early season vegetable crops followed by late season vegetable crops. 

3. Grasses or legumes harvested for hay during the early part of the season, and the 
regrowth harvested for seed, silage, or greenchop. 

4. Hay acres cut for both dry hay and haylage or greenchop. 

5. Any crop planted following a cover crop that was plowed under or abandoned where 
the second crop is not the same crop as the first crop. 
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Exclude: 

1. Acreage replanted to the same crop due to a poor stand, hail, flood damage, etc. 

2. The same acreage cut for hay two or more times. 

3. Any crop byproduct (such as straw and corn stalks), where no regrowth of the original 
crop occurs. 

4. Exclude acreage to be seeded this fall (for the next crop year). 
 

Example 1:  If 10.0 acres of early season vegetables are followed by 10.0 acres late season 
vegetables, enter 10.0 acres in the 1844 Code Box.  Account for the acreages of both vegetable 
crops by recording 10.0 acres for each vegetable crop in the workspace under Other Crops. 
 
Example 2: One hundred acres of fall seeded oat cover crop are plowed down in the spring and 
planted to corn for grain. Account for the oats by recording 100.0 acres under Oats Planted, and 
100.0 acres under Other Uses of Oats Planted. Account for the corn acreage by recording 100.0 
acres under Corn to Be Planted and 100.0 acres under Corn, Acres harvested for Grain.  Enter 
100.0 acres in Code Box 1844 to account for the dual utilization.  A note indicating that the oats 
were plowed down is also helpful. 
 
Office Use (Item Code 7793) 
An Office Use code is included in Section D to monitor the source of the data recorded in Section 
D. This code is to be completed by the enumerator only if Section D was reported (7793= 1) or if 
Section D was observed by the enumerator (7793= 2).  Please include notes in CAPI, regarding 
your observations, when necessary. 
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6.6 Section E ς Total Acres Operated and Land Use 

Purpose 

This section is used to determine the total land in the operation identified on the Face Page on 
June 1. You will ask all respondents for the total acres owned, rented, and considered cropland 
acreage. Depending on whether the CROPS ς STOCKS BOX is checked, some respondents will also 
be asked to report acres of specialty crops, and their intentions to plant small grains (wheat, oats, 
barley, or rye). Some respondents, depending on the state, will also be asked to report acres 
seeded to or to be seeded of new alfalfa or alfalfa mixtures . Cropland acres and small grain 
planting intentions are used to select samples for future surveys. 
 
State estimates of Land in Farms and Number of Farms are based on items in this section. These 
estimates are published in the Farm Numbers and Land in Farms report in February. 
 
Asking questions to determine total acres operated helps the respondent think of all land 
operated when accounting for crops, livestock, and poultry on the entire operation. 
 
Item 2- Total Acres Operated 

Total acres include the tract acreage inside the segment, plus any land outside the segment 
operated under the same land operating arrangement identified on the Face Page. Be sure the 
respondent understands that you are asking about all land operated under the operating 
arrangement identified on the Face Page. 
 
If a member of a partnership also has individually operated land, this is considered two different 
land operating arrangements. Any land operated individually must not be included on a 
partnership questionnaire; any land operated in a partnership operation must not be included in 
an individual operation. 
 
If the tract operator lives outside the segment, and the total farming operation is inside the 
segment, remember to include the operator's residence in the total acres operated. 
 

Include: 

1. Land owned by this operation. Land owned by this operation, but rented to 
someone else will be subtracted out of total acres operated. 

2. Land this operation rents from others. Land rented by this operation from 
someone else, and then rented to someone else by this operation will be 
subtracted out of total acres operated. 

3. All land (cropland, woods, waste, pasture, idle and government program land) 
regardless of location, provided the operator makes day-to-day decisions for that 
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land. Include land across State lines if the operator located in your State makes the 
day-to-day decisions for the land located in the other State. 

4. Land worked by sharecroppers. Sharecropper operations are considered to be a part 
of the landlord's overall operating unit. Sharecroppers are defined as workers who 
furnish only their own labor (and possibly that of their family) for a share of the crop. 
They do not furnish machinery or any other production materials. 

5. Land used by a son or daughter for 4-H or FFA projects when the parent's 
equipment or facilities are used. 

 
Exclude: 

1. Separate parcels of non-agricultural land permanently withdrawn from 
agricultural use. This includes land in subdivisions and commercial buildings. 

 
Item 2a- Acres Owned  
 

Include: 

1. All land owned by the operation identified on the Face Page as of June 1. 

2. Land owned by this operation but rented, leased, managed, or administered by 
others. 

3. Land owned by the operator, spouse, or dependent children under title, purchase 
contract, homestead law, or as an heir or trustee of a divided estate. 

4. Cropland, pasture, orchards, woods, waste, idle land, and land enrolled in 
government programs. 

5. Land currently considered non-agricultural, but having potential to have livestock or 
crops in future years. 

6. Land rented out on a fee-per-head or Animal Unit Month (AUM) basis. This 
privately owned land must be reported by the land owner rather than the 
operator. 

 
Exclude: 

1. Separate parcels of non-agricultural land permanently withdrawn from 
agricultural use. This includes land in subdivisions and commercial buildings. 
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Item 2b- Acres Rented From Others  

Renters might report only cropland acres rented, and forget to include areas of woodland or 
wasteland in the rented parcel. This often happens if the rent is based on the acres of cropland. 
If the renter has the responsibility of looking out for the owner's interest on the woodland and 
wasteland, this acreage should be included as part of acres rented from others. 
 

Include: 

1. All land the operation identified on the Face Page rents from others as of June 1. The 
respondent may not know the total acreage rented from others, but may be able to 
provide the acres in each rented unit. In this case, add the units together to 
determine the total acres rented from others. 

2. Land rented from others (private individuals, partnerships, corporations, and 
Federal, State or local governments) for which the operation: 

a. Pays cash rent on a per acre basis. 

b. Pays for the land with a share of the crop (either standing or harvested). 

c. Uses rent free. 

Exclude: 

1. Grazing land rented on a fee-per-head or Animal Unit Month (AUM) basis, 
including public lands the operation has grazing rights, sole use, or year-round use 
of. 

2. Land operated by someone else where the operation's livestock are being fed 
under contract (such as a commercial feedlot). 
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Item 2c- Acres Rented to Others 

Include land this operation owns or rents from others rented or subleased to another operation 
on June 1. Be sure this land is also included in Items 2a or 2b. 
 

Include: 

1. Land rented to others for cash, a share of the production, or other proceeds. 

2. Pasture or grazing land rented to others on a per-acre basis. 

3. Land this operation allows others to use rent free. 

4. Land managed for a fee or salary by someone else. 

5. Privately owned land administered by a Public, Industrial, Or Grazing Association 
agency as part of a range grazing unit on a fee-per-head or Animal Unit Month basis 
through exchange-of-use. 

Exclude: 

1. Land enrolled in a government program; Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), and 
other diverted lands. 

2. Land worked by sharecroppers on this operation. 

3. Land used by a son or daughter for 4-H or FFA projects when the parent's 
equipment or facilities are used. 

4. Land used for a crop grown under contract, if the land owner furnished 
machinery or controls the seeding, growing, and harvest of the crop. 

5. Land used for pasturing someone else's livestock when payment is made on a fee-
per-head or AUM basis. 

6. Land used by the operation to feed livestock under contract for others, such as a 
custom feedlot. 
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Item 3- Total Acres Operated 

Add acres owned (Item 2a) and rented from others (Item 2b). Subtract acres rented to others 
(Item 2c), and record the balance in the 900 Code Box (Item 3). 
 
Item 3a- Total Acres Check Question 

This question verifies the respondent included the farmstead, pasture, woods, and waste in the 
Item 3 total acres. If respondent omitted any of this land, make appropriate corrections, and 
then go to the next item in your questionnaire. 
 
Item 4- Screening Question for Fee-Per-Head or Animal Unit Month (AUM) Land 

Ask this question to verify whether or not this operation used any land on a fee-per-head or 
AUM basis on June 1. 

Important: Total acres operated recorded in Item 3 must not include any land administered on an 
AUM or fee-per-head basis, including exchange of use land. Exchange of use land should be 
treated as acres rented to others. 
 
Item 5- Acres of Fee-Per-Head or AUM Land 

If the respondent answered YES to item 4, you will then need to record the number of acres this 
operation used on a fee-per-head or AUM basis 

Examples of Completing Section E, item 2 for PIGA Operations (AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, NM, NV, 
OR, UT, WA, and WY Only) 

The following pages contain examples to help you complete Section E for operations using PIGA 
land on June 1. Remember, the type of land dictates the exact rules for defining land as PIGA. 
Once the land is defined as PIGA, the following examples illustrate the methods used to account 
for the acreage in Section E. It is especially important to note how to handle exchange of use 
grazing arrangements to ensure acreage is accounted for correctly. 
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Example 1: Boundary of operation as the respondent 
thinks of it. The parcel includes 40,000 acres of 
privately owned land, plus 20,000 acres of PIGA land 
administered as an allotment or grazing unit. 

- - -  = PIGA Allotment Boundary 

 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

40000.0 

40000.0 
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Example 2: The residence (ranch headquarters) 
is     located inside the allotment or grazing unit. 
Private lands are mixed with PIGA lands, and 
administered with the PIGA land through 
exchange-of-use. 

- - -  = PIGA Allotment Boundary  

   X     = Land owned by a PIGA agency. 

  

  

 
 
 

 
 

30000.0 

29990.0 

10.0 

0.0 
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50000.0 

0.0 

10000.0 

40000.0 

Example 3:  This example is similar to Example 1, 

except private land is mixed with PIGA land, and 

administered as an allotment or grazing unit on an 

UM basis through exchange-of-use. 

 - -  = PIGA Allotment Boundary  

X  = Land owned by a PIGA 

agency 






















































































































































































































































































































