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History

 The first was conducted in 1998, then 2005, 2013 and most 

recently 2018. Limited aquaculture statistics from the Census 

of Agriculture have been published since 1974.

 Mississippi #1 Aqua sales in 2018:  $216 million

Louisiana #3

Arkansas #10

 Largest sales increase from 2013 to 2018

Sportfish +65%

 Biggest drop in sales from 2013 to 2018

Food fish -2%



Background 

 Census of Aquaculture is a follow-on to the 2022 Census of Ag

 Mandatory under same authority as the Census of Ag

 Producers provide information on topics such as: 

 aquaculture production methods, surface water acres and 

sources, production, sales, and point of the first sale outlets, and 

aquaculture distributed for restoration, conservation, 

enhancement, or recreational purposes

 Aquaculture is defined as the farming of aquatic organisms, 

including: 

 baitfish, crustaceans, food fish, mollusks, ornamental fish, sport 

and game fish, and other aquaculture products (alligators, turtles, 

etc)



Data Collection
Project code 658



Instruction Sheet & Questionnaire

Data to be entered into CAPI



Questionnaire Update/Improvements

 Artificial saltwater is water converted to saltwater by adding chemicals. 

 In Section 2, report the SOURCE of the water (Groundwater/well water, On-farm 

surface water, or Off-farm water). Do NOT select Saltwater in Section 2. 

 In Section 3, report artificial saltwater as saltwater acres/surface area square feet 

in Item 2.

 Point of First Sale Outlet

 In Section 4, question 8 only pertains to question 7a. thru 7d.

 Same thing with trout in Section 5, question 3 only pertains to questions 2a thru 

2c.

 Exclude Statements

 Section 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, Question 1. Updated exclude statements to be more 

concise.

 Oysters

 Section 8 replaces Code 12 Oysters, Eastern with Code 12 Oysters, Eastern/Gulf Coast



Questionnaire Overview
-Follow along-



 Screener:  Produce and/or raise! Exclude wild caught!

 Section 2:  Sources of Water.  Check all that apply

 Section 3:  Methods of Production.  Acres to tenths OR surface sq ft.

 Crawfish can go in Ponds or Cropland (rice).

 Cages are NOT crawfish traps!  Farmers often call crawfish traps ‘cages’.

 Mollusks are oysters

 Section 4:  Catfish.  Same as bi-annual

 Acres, inventory, sales, point of first sale outlet.

 Section 5:  Trout.  Similar to catfish

 Section 6: Food and/or Sport Fish. Complete all columns.  Column 1 ‘codes’ located 
at bottom of page.

 Section 7:  Baitfish.  Like Section 6, complete all columns.

 Section 8:  Crustaceans and Mollusks.  Like Section 6, column 1 codes are at the 
bottom of the page.

 Section 9:  Ornamental fish.  Again, codes at bottom of page

 Section 10:  Miscellaneous Aqua.  Complete all columns.

 Section 11:  Sales outlet by species.  Each column should add to 100%

 Section 12:  Aqua distributed NOT SOLD

 Section 13 & 14:  Basic conclusion information



Key Information and Dates

 Sampling Population 

• $1000 or more of agriculture products produced or sold 

during the 2022 ag census year (farm in CoAg) 

• $1 or more of aquaculture products produced and either 

sold or distributed during the ag census year

 Publication Population

Operations with aquaculture product sales greater than or 

equal to $1,000 or with an estimated value of aquaculture 

products produced or distributed of $1,000 or more.

 Like COA, we do have MUST records that we will be pushing 

since they HAVE to be completed or manually estimated.  

Possible PE; budget.



Key Information and Dates – continued

Questionnaires were mailed Dec 18.  Three follow-up 

reminders will be mailed.

Calling from the DCC and the field will begin Dec 26.

 Focus will be on Catfish first, then later on, Trout, then finally, 

all other Aqua.

Catfish Records will be due Jan 9th

 Heavy aqua data collection will be mid February. 

Clean date for 2023 Census of Aquaculture is April 30, 2024.

 Results/Data Release will be Dec 16, 2024



Key Information and Dates – continued

 2 HOURS study time for enumerators

 Poids for training will be in CAPI training

Slides, questionnaire, IM on NASDA/Delta website

More time on case-by-case basis

 Project code 658



Questions?
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