
Before we get started: Screen Name
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• Click on “Rename”.

• “State Fips” “First” “Last”

• Touch your screen to see the menus then 
click on “Participants”.

• Your name followed by “(me)”, towards top

• If your full name is not displayed, then click 
on what is currently being displayed. 



Before we get started: Audio On

• Touch your screen to see the menus.  If you see “Join Audio” then click on it.

• Click on “Call using Internet Audio” [this is the preferred method]  or if you select 
"DIAL IN".. you will be presented with phone numbers to call.
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2024 March Regional Zoom Conference

February 29, 2024

Project Code – 122
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Zoom Conference

We are recording this session and will load to the NASDA website so 
those unable to join have the opportunity to review and allow those 
attending to review as well, if needed.

Our local video expert in the RFO will edit to enhance or remove any 
statements not allowed for non NASDA\NASS consumption (PII) and to 
remove our conversations before the formal session begins.
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Zoom Conference

• Reminder to attendees:
• Please keep microphone muted to prevent background noise.

• Be aware of your surroundings if you have your camera turned on.

• If you have an issue, contact your NASDA coordinator for help, or make a note 
in the chat box.

• Questions at end:
• Use Raise Hand feature in zoom or put question in chat box.

• When called on, be sure to unmute your microphone.

• Will look at chat box and raised hands before we end the meeting.
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Zoom Conference Agenda

• Management Welcome and Comments

• March – May Surveys

• NASDA Administrative Updates

• Questions and Answers
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Management Comments
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March – May Surveys

Survey & Project Code Program Manager Data Collection Dates 

• Floriculture (148) Curtis Arnold/Brian Hellman Dec. 30 – March 24

• Hemp (947) Anita Reardon Feb. 1 – March 7

• March APS (122) Leslie Rangel/Anita Reardon Feb. 28 – March 15

• March Hog Report (161) Justin Cech Feb. 29 – March 18

• Monthly Cattle on Feed Report (154) Varies by State Feb. 29 – March 18

• Cash Rents & Leases (921) James Desjarlais Feb.  20 – June 21

• Prescreening JAS (124) Justin Cech/Darin Twete March 20 – April 19

• Milk Production Report - April (178) Brian Hellman March 30 – April 11

• Quarterly Colony Loss - April (115) Christina Dowd March 31 – April 17
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March – May Surveys

Survey & Project Code Program Manager Data Collection Dates 

• Ag. Labor Survey – April (956) James Desjarlais April 19 – May 7

• Wheat Objective Yield (101) Curtis Arnold April 24 – May 1

• (Kansas only for May 1)

• Ag Yield Survey – May (128) Kevin McMillan April 29 – May 6

• ARMS III (904) Devin Van’t Hof See workshop booklet



• https://www.nasda.org/nass/
• Surveys: contains HQ and Multi region developed training\materials

• Regions, Northern Plains Region: contains materials we develop
• Enumerator Calendar

• Areas for general and survey specific materials

• General Enumerator Training
• New enumerator resources

• Personnel Resources
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NASDA Website

https://www.nasda.org/nass/
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March – May Surveys
NASDA Online Training Videos & Slides

Survey & Project Code NASDA Online Training Content
• Hemp (947) 2023 Hemp Production and Dispostion Inquiry (slides)

• Floriculture (148) 2024 Floriculture Survey Field Enumerator Training1 (slides)

• March APS (122) March Agricultural Survey Training Materials (slides & video)

• March Hog Report (161) Quarterly Hog Report Overview and Training Materials (slides & video)

• Cash Rents & Leases (921) 2023 Cash Rents Enumerator Training (slides)

• Milk Production Report (178) Milk Production Report Training Materials (slides)

• Quarterly Colony Loss (115) 2024 Quarterly Colony Loss Surveys Enumerator Training (slides)

• Ag. Labor Survey – April (956) 2023 April Ag Labor Survey Enumerator Training (2024 Coming Soon)

• Ag Yield Survey – May (128) 2023 May Ag Yield Survey Enumerator Training (2024 Coming Soon)

• ARMS III (904) 2023 ARMS 3 Enumerator Training Videos

https://www.nasda.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2023-Hemp-Production-and-Dispostion-Inquiry-Enumerator-Training.pdf
https://www.nasda.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-Floriculture-Survey-Field-Enumerator-Training1.pdf
https://www.nasda.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/March-Agricultural-Survey-Training-Materials.pdf
https://www.nasda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Quarterly-Hog-Report-Overview-and-Training-Materials.pdf
https://www.nasda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-Cash-Rents-Enumerator-Training.pdf
https://www.nasda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Milk-Production-Report-Training-Materials.pdf
https://www.nasda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2024-Quarterly-Colony-Loss-Surveys-Enumerator-Training.pdf
https://www.nasda.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2023-ARMS-3-Enumerator-Training-Videos.pdf


2023 Commercial Floriculture 

Curtis Arnold
Email: Curtis.Arnold@usda.gov
Phone: 402-470-8779

Project Code:  148



Floriculture 

• Conducted in all states

• Collect retail and wholesale quantity and corresponding value of sales

• Area in production, gross value of sales and peak number of hired 
workers are also collected
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Data Collection and Due Dates

• Mail Dates
• December 21 and February 1

• Data Collection Begins
• December 29

• Callouts 
• February 20

• Data Collection Ends
• March 20

• Released in Floriculture Crops 
• May 16 at 2:00 pm Central Time
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Planting Intentions & Grains Stored on Farm

Project Code 122 

March Crops APS

Leslie Rangel
Email: Leslie.Rangel@usda.gov 
Phone: 402-470-8790

Anita Reardon
Email: Anita.Reardon@usda.gov
Phone: 402-470-8791



March Crops APS

• CAPI Header: AGRICULTURAL SURVEY – March CROPS APS 2024-03-01 (122)

• Provides estimates of U.S. farmers’ planting intentions for the new year.  
Grains stored on & off farm (elevators) will show our State & US old crop 
carry over. 
• Crops APS – On Farm Grain Stocks

• Off Farm Grain Stocks Survey

• Samples for:
• Ag Yield - May through August

• Wheat Objective Yield



March Crops APS: 
Previously Reported Data (PRD)
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• Numerous NPR records have PRD in at least one question 
• This depends on past response. Some records will have many data points, others none

• Still need to ask all questions

• When you see a question with data, please ask “Last time, we recorded…”

• OOB, Refusal, & Inaccessible records

•  Do not worry about removing PRD data from CAPI

• Introductory Statement explaining pre-filled information appears on CAPI.



March Crops APS Overview

• Section 2: Crops
• Acres planted and harvested – don’t know and refusal

• Operators best estimate is better than ours

• Winter Wheat Harvested
• Leave note if not harvested for grain/seed (ex. grain hay, winter kill) 

• Dry Edible Peas
• Question removed from SD questionnaire

• Hay acres harvested
• Count the acres once

• Acres Double Cropped?
• Helpful comment when crops total more than cropland



March Crops APS Overview

• Section 3: Storage Capacity & Crops Stored
• On-farm stocks as of March 1

• Regardless of ownership if stored on this operation

• Stored in temporary or permanent facilities
• Include grain stored in bags. 

• Do NOT include grains stored OFF-Farm

• Don’t Know/Refusal valid - for specific crops

• Leave specific comments

**Section 4: Cash Rents**
• Included in the March Crops APS questionnaire



Example: Operator reports he is retired and 
is coded out of business.

• Probing question
• Do they have CRP? 
• Livestock? 
• Grain Storage a landlord still controls?

• Be sure to ask screening questions in the 
introduction.

• If they have CRP, we cannot put the operator 
out of business. 
• Include CRP acres in IC 802 – Cropland Acres and 

leave a note. (“CRP Only”, “Rents out all acres”, etc.)

CAPI Overview



Data Collection and Due Dates

• Mail Date:
• February 20

• Data Collection Begins:
• February 28

• Callouts:
• March 8

• Data Collection Ends:
• March 15
• CAPI closes at 11:00 pm Central Time

• Results:
• Released in Prospective Plantings and 

quarterly Grain Stocks reports on March 28          

Project code: 122



March Hog Survey

Justin Cech
Email: Justin.Cech@usda.gov
Phone: 402-470-8787
Project Code: 161



• Mail Date 
• February 21

• Data Collection Begins
• February 29

• Possible Callouts
• March 8

• Data Collection Ends
• March 18
• All Data entered in CAPI by 11:00 pm Central Time

• Released in the Hogs & Pigs Report
• March 28 at 2:00 pm Central Time

Data Collection and Due Dates



David Biar
David.Biar@usda.gov 

402-470-8768
South Dakota

Aaron Price
Aaron.E.Price@usda.gov 

402-470-8784
Nebraska

Quentin Wearne
Quentin.Wearne@usda.gov

402-470-8771
Kansas

Project Code 154

Monthly Cattle on Feed Report

24



• Mail Date
• Typically mail out 3-5 days before the 1st of the survey month

• Data Collection Begins
• February 29 
• Records will show up in CAPI 3 to 5 days before the 1st

• Dates for April and May can be found on the NASDA calendar

• Possible Callouts
• Not Applicable

• Data Collection Ends
• March 18 
• All data entered in CAPI by 11:00 pm Central Time

• Released in the Monthly Cattle on Feed Report
• March 22 at 2:00 pm Central Time

Data Collection and Due Dates
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Cash Rents and Leases

James Desjarlais

Email: james.desjarlais@usda.gov

Phone: 402-470-8772

Project Code: 921



Overview and Purpose

• County level estimates used to help determine payments from 
government programs

• Meets mandates in 2018 Farm Bill

• Aids data users in determining cash rent rates 
• Irrigated cropland

• Non-irrigated cropland

• Pasture

• Estimates will be weighted averages for the county based on reports received



Reminders

• Questions included on March APS questionnaire and CAPI
• NASDA Coordinators will handle coordination with other surveys

• Only asking about cash rent arrangements on bare ground
• Exclude:

• Hybrid and crop share arrangements
• Arrangements with buildings/structures
• Government land (BLM, Forest Service, Board of Education, etc.)
• Grazing land on fee per head or AUM basis (just collected that on January Cattle)

• Please comment on unusual situations
• “Sweetheart” family rate
• Flat rate basis (one rate for multiple land types) 
• Operators renting to themselves from another operation



Reminders

• If respondent rents for cash but doesn’t know (or refuses) rate, ask acres if 
possible
• Acres still helpful in setting estimates, even if rate is unknown

• Links to 2023 release maps:
• KS https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Kansas/Publications/County_Estimates/23KScashrents.pdf

• NE https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Nebraska/Publications/County_Estimates/23NEcashrents.pdf

• ND https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/North_Dakota/Publications/County_Estimates/Maps/23NDcashrents.pdf

• SD https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/South_Dakota/Publications/County_Estimates/23SDcashrents.pdf

• A minimum number of responses are needed in each county to publish the data

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Kansas/Publications/County_Estimates/23KScashrents.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Nebraska/Publications/County_Estimates/23NEcashrents.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/North_Dakota/Publications/County_Estimates/Maps/23NDcashrents.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/South_Dakota/Publications/County_Estimates/23SDcashrents.pdf


Coding CAPI inaccessible

• If you encounter a sample where you 
learn you will not be able to collect data 
because the needed respondent is 
unavailable during the entire period, 
coding the record inaccessible will mark 
that form “done”.

• Naturally, we want to limit the number 
of inaccessible records we have.

• If making a record inaccessible in CAPI, 
leave the Respondent blank.

• If you think they may report online yet, 
when available, do not code inaccessible 
or it will be “done”, and the respondent 
won’t be able to access online.



• Data collection dates span several surveys!
• Mail Dates

• Feb 6, April 1

• Data Collection Begins
• February 20

• Possible Callouts
• June 10

• Data Collection Ends 
• June 21
• All data entered in CAPI by 11:00 pm Central Time

• Released in Quick Stats Database 
• Cash Rents – State on August 2 at 2:00 pm Central Time
• Cash Rents – County on August 23 at 2:00 pm Central Time

Data Collection and Due Dates
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Justin Cech
Email: Justin.Cech@usda.gov
Phone: 402-470-8787

Darin Twete
Email: Darin.Twete@usda.gov
Phone: 402-470-8756

Project Code 124

June Area



Prescreening Starts in March

Enumerators
• Prescreening will once again be collected via telephone interview

• Survey materials shipped to enumerators in early March

• First step: drive around segment to familiarize yourself with landmarks

Respondents
• Respondents will be mailed a map and will have access to an electronic 

version as well
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Prescreening Training

• ND and SD will be on March 20 
@ 9:00 am and 7:00 pm Central Time 
(Only need to attend one session)

• KS and NE will be on March 21 
@ 9:00 am and 7:00 pm Central Time 
(Only need to attend one session)

• Start after the training, officially runs from March 20 – April 19
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Brian Hellman
Email: Brian.Hellman@usda.gov 
Phone: 402-470-8776

Project Code:  178

Milk Production Survey
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Data Collection and Due Dates

• Mail Date 
• March 22

• Data Collection Begins
• March 30

• Possible Callouts
• April 8

• Data Collection Ends
• April 11
• All Data entered in CAPI by 11:00 pm Central Time

• Released in the Milk Production Report
• April 22 at 2:00 pm Central Time
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Christina Dowd
Email: Christina.Dowd@usda.gov
Phone: 402-470-8792

Project Code: 115

April Colony Loss Survey
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Data Collection and Due Dates

• Mail Date 
• March 25

• Data Collection Begins
• March 31

• Possible Callouts
• April 10

• Data Collection Ends
• April 17
• All Data entered in CAPI by 11:00 pm Central Time

• Released in the Honey Bee Colonies Report
• August 1, 2024 at 2:00 pm Central Time



James Desjarlais

Email: james.desjarlais@usda.gov

Phone: 402-470-8772

Project Code: 956
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Agricultural Labor Survey



• The purpose of the Agricultural Labor Survey is to account for the 
number of agricultural workers, hours worked, and wages paid to 
agricultural workers on U.S. farms and ranches. These estimates are 
published as Regional averages (Northern Plains: ND, SD, NE, & KS).

40

Survey Purpose



Work Hired to Do

Crop, Nursery, and Greenhouse Workers

Livestock Workers

Supervisors

Other Workers

41

Worker Type Categories
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Crop, Nursery, and 
Greenhouse Workers
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Livestock Workers



• Note: For field and livestock workers, the type of work they were 
hired to do determines the category of work they go in.
• For example: A worker may normally work with livestock, but during the 

reference week, he helped harvest hay.  He is considered a livestock worker.

• If unsure or if operator has additional remarks, leave a note.

• I have  received some great detailed notes – thank you for helping 
make this Survey a success and keep using your best judgement!
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Type of Worker Hired
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Supervisors
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Other Workers



• In the NPR, workers usually fall 
into the “Equipment Operators” 
• Likely operating tractors or some 

other large piece of equipment

• Most are NOT “Farmworkers” –
who manually plant/harvest by 
hand
• LEAVE A NOTE detailing & verifying 

helps increase the accuracy of the 
data.

✓
47

Type of Worker Reminder



• Includes questions for January and April  

reference weeks Sunday-Saturday:
• January 7 – 13

• April 7 – 13

ND

NE

SD

KS

48

Survey Dates



• Mail Date
• March 28

• Data Collection Begins
• April 17

• Possible Callouts
• April 26

• Data Collection Ends
• May 8
• All data entered in CAPI by 11:00 pm Central Time 

• Released in Farm Labor Report
• May 22 at 2:00 pm Central Time
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Data Collection and Due Dates



Wheat Objective Yield
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Curtis Arnold
Email: Curtis.Arnold@usda.gov

Phone: (402) 470-8779

Project Code: 101



Purpose

• The Objective Yield (OY) surveys provide data for monthly forecasts 
and end-of-season estimates of planted and harvested acres, yield, 
and production of winter wheat.

• Kansas and Nebraska field enumerators only.

• Keep track of UPS dropoff boxes schedules 
• Some are not picked up every day or early in the morning

• Results in delayed shipping/delivery to NOD 



Heads per Square Foot



2023 Winter Wheat Yields

Bushels and Percent Change 
from Previous Year

U.S. Winter Wheat Yield



Date Collection and Due Dates

• WOY Zoom Training
• April 16th, 10:00 am Central Time

• Data Collection Begins
• 23rd, 24th, or the 25th depending on the month  

• Data Collection Ends
• Monthly on the 1st

• CAPI closes on the 2nd at 11:00 pm Central Time

• Results released
• Monthly – Crop Production reports

• End of the crop year – Small Grain Summary (September 30)

Project Code 101



Ag Yield Survey

Kevin McMillan
Email: Kevin.McMillan@usda.gov

Phone: 402-470-8769

Project Code: 128



Data Collection

• Data collected via CAPI

• Higher sample sizes in KS and NE

• Questions vary by month, May is:
• Winter wheat production

• 2023 Hay Production

• Old Crop Hay Stored

ND

NE

SD

KS



Winter Wheat

• Planted for all purposes including cover crop

• Harvested for grain or seed only

• Yield in bushels per acre

• Comments are good for wheat not harvested (winter kill, poor emergence, drought, hail, flooding)



2023 Hay Production

• Number of bales and weight (pounds) (or) total production (tons) 

• Leave notes for unusual situations



Old Crop Hay Stored

• Number of bales and weight (pounds) (or) total stocks (tons) 

• Old crop stored as of May 1



Winter Wheat Trends - 2024

2024 Winter Wheat Planted Acres
Thousand Acres and Percent Change from Previous Year

Winter Wheat Acres
United States

Million Acres
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May Ag Yield
Data Collection and Due Dates

• Mail Date
• April 22   

• Data Collection Begins
• April 29

• Data Collection Ends
• May 6 at 11:00 pm Central Time

• All data entered in CAPI by 
11:00 pm Central Time

• Crop Production Report Released
• May 10 at 11:00 am Central Time



ARMS 3

Devin Van’t Hof 
Email: Devin.VantHof@usda.gov
Phone: 402-470-8770

 Project Code 904



ARMS 3

•Updates
• ARMS 3 Office Hours - at 9am and 7pm Central Time

• March 5th

• April 4th

•Reminders
• March 11: 25% of records submitted 
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Kyle Nelson
402-470-8777
Kyle.Nelson4@usda.gov
Group Leader Andrew Van Engelenhoven

402-440-3209
Andrew.VanEngelenhoven@usda.gov 
NE NASDA Coordinator

Amy Musgrave
605-280-9863
Amy.Musgrave@usda.gov
SD NASDA Coordinator

Jahqethea Johnson
701-781-0589
Jahqethea.Johnson@usda.gov
ND NASDA Coordinator

Michael Echtenkamp
785-260-3652
Michael.Echtenkamp@usda.gov
KS NASDA Coordinator



• 2024 Quarterly Regional Zoom Conferences
• February 29, May 23, August 22, November 21
• Offered at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm Central Time for 1 hour (has been 90 minutes)  

• ARMS 3 Office Hours (optional)
• March 5 and April 4
• Offered at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm Central Time for 1 hour  

• June Area Pre-screening Zoom
• ND\SD: March 20, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm
• KS\NE: March 21, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm

• Wheat Objective Yield Zoom
• (KS/NE) April 16 at 10am Central Time

• Mid-year workshops will be announced as soon as possible
65

Upcoming Training Dates
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iSolved Tips

• Please Enter Time Daily 

• Complete timesheets accurately
• i.e. Project Codes, Hours, Miles, Expenses

• Verify timesheets in the proper order
• 1st-Enumerator

• Saturday, last day of the pay period, midnight local time

• 2nd-Supervisor
• Monday, 10am local time

• 3rd-NASDA Coordinator
• Monday, noon local time

• Changes made by the enumerator and verified
• Protects enumerators and ensures accurate pay
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CAPI Reminders

• Log out of CAPI each evening (after all data sent to cloud).
• Possible new records loaded to listings.

• Callouts

• Another project

• Records completed by operator updated.

• Good practice to log out of systems when not using them.
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When You Have Questions

• Call Your Supervisor

• Call Other Enumerators

• Call Your NASDA Coordinator

• Call The Regional Office



Zoom Conference Questions

69

• We will be using the Lower/Raise 
Hand feature in Zoom

• If you have a question, please “Raise 
Hand”.
• When called on, you will need to unmute 

during this time so that you can ask your 
question.

• If you no longer have a question, you 
can “Lower Hand”.

• You can also use the “Chat” feature to 
ask a question.
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Zoom Conference Questions
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Regional Zoom Conference Call 
Presentations

• CAPI Dashboard

• NASDA link
• http://www.nasda.org/nass

• Regions
• Northern Plains Region
• http://www.nasda.org/organizations/northern-plains-region

• Quarterly Training (*Can be downloaded into Books)
• 2023 Dec-Feb Questionnaires*
• 2023 Dec-Feb Pre-Survey Letters*
• 2023 Dec Training Presentations*
• Quarterly Training - Evaluation
• 2023 December Zoom Training (Posted a few days after the scheduled Zoom 

Training)

http://www.nasda.org/nass
http://www.nasda.org/organizations/northern-plains-region
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Quarterly Training – Evaluation

https://forms.gle/ZzeDSHQYKXtKAJWy6

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FZzeDSHQYKXtKAJWy6&data=05%7C01%7C%7C451e0afc30484f4b122d08da7bb731b5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637958323982458551%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I1i6Iu8TNl4M7ZWOOvbs2NFPsRZOSmtVJ5Oe4sY8Y8k%3D&reserved=0
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