
Section N:  Soybean Drying



Purpose

• This section collects 
data necessary to 
estimate drying costs 
associated with 
soybeans. 

• Drying costs are part of 
the total costs of 
producing soybeans and 
will be added to the 
other costs collected in 
Phase 2 and Phase 3. 
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Why Collect ARMS Commodity Data

ARMS commodity data support cost-of-production reporting 
mandated in successive Farm Bill legislation since 1973—U.S. 
Code Title 7, Chapter 35 A, Subchapter II

ARMS commodity data support in-depth research into 
production agriculture issues important to commodity 
producers, consumers, and policy-makers



Commodity Research Reports

https://ers.usda.gov



Higher Soybean Prices in 2023

Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, Agricultural Prices
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Section N:  Soybean Drying
• All questions refer to drying the 2023 soybean crop.

• Crop harvested in 2023 - refer to total soybean 
production in Section B, item code 138



• Q3: Soybean drying depends on weather 

conditions, planting dates, among other factors
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Section N:  Soybean Drying

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/AR_2023.pdf

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/AR_2023.pdf
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https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2
023/MS_2023.pdf

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/MS_2023.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/MS_2023.pdf
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https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/
LA_2023.pdf

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/LA_2023.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/LA_2023.pdf


• Q5: If unheated air was used to dry the crop, 
record as a code 5 - electricity.  
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 Q6: Report moisture percentage of soybeans 
at harvest—the optimum harvest moisture 
range of soybeans is 13 to 15 percent for 
maximum weight and minimum field losses 
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• Q8: Report continuous flow and batch drying 

facilities only if done outside of bins, 

otherwise report as bin facilities
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https://www.uaex.edu/publications/pdf/mp197/chapter15.pdf



Questions?

https://site.extension.uga.edu/climate/files/2017/11/Soybean_field_Abbeville_County_So
uth_Carolina_USA.jpg
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