
99th Annual National Plant Board Meeting
July 28 – July 31, 2025 Honolulu, Hawaiʻi
The Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture invites you to the 99th Annual National Plant Board Meeting in Honolulu, Hawaiʻi, at the Hawaiʻi Convention Center July 28th to 31st.
Meeting Registration
Register online for the 2025 National Plant Board Meeting!
Registration is only available online. Registration must be completed on or before July 5, 2025. This is due to policies in place at the Hawai’i Convention Center and Ala Moana hotel.

· Registration: $675.00 (by July 5, 2025).
· Adult Guest at Wednesday Banquet: $100.00 (for non-attendees accompanying registered guests to the banquet.)
· Youth Guest at Wednesday Banquet: $50 (youth aged 12-21)
· Child Guest at Wednesday Banquet: free (children younger than 12)

Hawai’i Convention Center

The 99th Annual National Plant Board Meeting will be held at the Hawaiʻi Convention Center, located at 1801 Kalākaua Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaiʻi, 96815. Hotel accommodations will be at the Ala Moana Hotel, located at 410 Atkinson Drive, Honolulu, Hawaiʻi, 96814.

The Hawai’i Convention Center is a 0.3 mile, mostly flat, walk from the Ala Moana Hotel. It should take less than 10 minutes. For those interested in a more scenic route along the Ala Wai Promenade, it is only a slightly longer walk along the Ala Wai Canal. Please notify us as soon as possible if you will need transportation between the hotel and convention center so that we may identify Hawai’i Dept. Agriculture employees available to serve as a shuttle service. 

Accommodations / Room Rates

Hotel accommodations will be at the Ala Moana Hotel, located at 410 Atkinson Drive, Honolulu, Hawaiʻi, 96814.
Reservations can be made for the Ala Moana Hotel by clicking on this link. The group rate is $202.00 plus service charges and taxes. This group rate may be offered from Thursday, July 24th through Sunday, August 3rd.

Hotel reservations must be made on or before Saturday, July 5, 2024, to be eligible for the group rate. Check-in time opens at 3:00 PM; early arrivals may be accommodated based on availability. Check-out time is 11:00 AM. 

The Ala Moana Hotel is connected to the world’s largest open-air mall, Ala Moana Center. The shopping center has over 350 shops and restaurants to explore. The Ala Moana Hotel is also a 5-minute walk to Ala Moana Beach Park and Magic Island.


Hotel Parking

Overnight guests of the hotels for our group (National Plant Board) can park in Ala Moana Hotel Parking structure. Your cost will be $39.00/per night for self-parking and $49.00/per night for valet parking. The rates will be in the reservation system for our group. Overnight parking has unlimited in and out privileges. 

Transportation

The nearest airport is the Daniel K. Inouye International Airport (HNL). Transportation to and from the airport is the responsibility of the traveler.
The City and County of Honolulu runs one of the best bus systems within the country; route number 20 departs from Daniel K. International Airport every thirty minutes and will take you near the Ala Moana Hotel, cost is $3 per rider and takes approximately 45 minutes. Car rental, taxis, Uber, Lyft, and other ground transportation are available.

The Ala Moana Hotel is located 6.4 miles (approximately a 20- minute drive) from the airport. Honolulu does have rush hour times on the highways and freeways (7:00AM-9:00AM, 3:00PM-6:30PM) thus travel times vary greatly.

Weather
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi in July and August has an average high temperature of 84 degrees and an average low of 76 degrees. Humidity is the biggest factor for heat during the summer, with humidity regularly reaching 80-100%. We will be outside for the majority of the ﬁeld trip on Tuesday, so please bring appropriate clothing and sunblock. Please bring your own water as there may only be a few opportunities to drink water.



Door Prizes
We will not be distributing door prizes as part of the meeting in Hawai’i. This is due to potential challenges with clearing prizes through the port of entry, challenges for the recipient transporting prizes home, and by request of attendees at last year’s meeting. Please do not bring a door prize. If you do, be aware that it will not be distributed at the meeting and you will be asked to return with it.
Field Trip

The field trip is not open to guests. We will be leaving the Hawaiʻi Convention Center for our ﬁeld trip during the morning session on Tuesday, July 29th. The field trip will consist of a visit to Bayer’s agricultural facility in Kunia to learn about operations, then to the Wahiawa Value Added Center for a brown-bag lunch and talk with the Center’s Operations Manager, and finally we to the Mililani Agricultural Park to learn about their issues with Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle (CRB), the impact on their ornamental coconut and palm trees, and potential research collaborations

The first stop on the tour is Bayer’s Kunia Facility. 

Bayer has been a vital part of Hawaiʻi’s agricultural community for more than 50 years with farms on Oʻahu, Maui, and Molokaʻi. Bayer farms approximately 8,000 acres of farmable cropland in Hawaiʻi that is dedicated to the development of new varieties of crops, both conventional and biotech. Bayer uses modern agricultural technologies to grow conventional seeds as well as genetically engineered seeds – commonly known as GMOs. Their seed products offer enhanced plant qualities, such as drought tolerance and improved resistance to disease and pests, to help farmers achieve better harvests while adopting more earth-friendly practices. 

After visiting the Bayer agricultural facilities our field trip will move to the Wahiawā Value-added Product Development Center (WVAPDC). The WVAPDC is a project of Leeward Community College and the State of Hawaiʻi, contributing to the growth of Hawaiʻi’s agricultural industry and entrepreneurial community through: 
· Premier educational programming to students and community members, empowering Hawaiʻi’’s entrepreneurial ecosystem for generations to come.
· Increased opportunities for local farmers and growers to sell their products to value-added producers.
· Supporting local entrepreneurs to incubate their business through access to small business resources, production kitchens, and in-house product and process development. 

We will conclude our field trip with a visit to the Mililani Agricultural Park where we will get to see, hear, and discuss first-hand accounts of Hawaiʻi’s battle with the CRB. Dr. Mike Melzer, Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng, and their collaborators will discuss research related to the CRB. We will also have grower Wayne Ogasawara provide some information on his production and the direct effects CRB is having on his business.  
Island of Oʻahu

While most people think of Hawaiʻi as picturesque sandy beaches, 365 days a year sun, Diamond Head, and Waikīkī, there are countless things to do in your free time! Waikīkī is the main tourism hub in Honolulu with attractions like the Honolulu Zoo and Waikīkī Aquarium, luaus, fusion and pacific fine-dining, and hula shows. Diamond Head or Lēʻahi, is a state park and provides a short 30-minute round-trip hike offering views of Waikīkī and the Honolulu metro area to the west and Hawaiʻi Kai and Koko Head to the east. 

Venture up the road to Kaimukī and Waiʻalae where you’ll find hole in the wall eateries, cafes, and boutique shopping along Waiʻalae Avenue. Driving east you’ll find Hanauma Bay, Koko Head, and Sea Life Park as attractions to visit. Head up north, past Waikele Country Club, Kō Hana Distillers, and Dole Plantation, and you’ll find the world-famous North Shore and shrimp trucks to stop at. West of Honolulu you’ll find Ko Olina, home to Aulani, A Disney Resort and Spa and other major cultural attractions such as Lanikūhonua. 

Contact Information
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the meeting, please contact Greg Takeshima – greg.y.takeshima@hawaii.gov or Chris Tokumaru – chris.t.tokumaru@usda.gov.
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