National Animal Health Monitoring System (NAHMS) 
Poultry 2025 Small Enterprise Study – 
Abbreviated Interviewer’s Guide

Background
The NAHMS Poultry 2025 Small Enterprise study will take an in-depth look at small enterprise poultry operations and provide new and valuable information regarding management and biosecurity practices for this segment of the U.S. poultry industry. 
Study Objectives
· Establish baselines for animal health and management practices on U.S. poultry operations with 300 to 74,999 table egg layer inventory, 300 to 199,999 broilers sold or moved annually, and 300 to 59,999 meat turkeys sold or moved annually. 
· Describe management and biosecurity practices of small enterprise operations with a focus on operations in areas of high poultry density, and given the outcome of the sampling, operations in close proximity (less than a one-mile radius) to larger commercial operations.
· Describe producer preparedness for animal health emergencies, including highly pathogenic avian influenza. 

Study Details
	
· Producers will have options to complete the survey by paper, web, or telephone call with a NASS enumerator.
· Producer interviews estimated to take an average of 44 minutes to complete. 
· Survey administration dates scheduled October 1 – December 12, 2025. Phone calls will start on November 21, 2025.



Definitions
These terms are used throughout the survey to describe the different bird types of interest. See full guide for additional definitions.
Broilers: Chickens that are used for meat production.
Layers (or Table Egg Layers): Chickens that are used for table egg production.
Meat Turkey (or Turkey): Turkeys raised for meat production. 
Reasons Respondents Should Participate 
Participating producers will receive: 
· In-depth reports and information sheets that will enable study participants to compare their operations—including management decisions and practices—with other farms.
· National estimates describing management practices on small enterprise table egg, broiler, and turkey farms. 
· Participating producers will have received an educational packet of information on a couple of select topics covered in the study. 
The poultry industry will benefit from: 
· Benchmark data on important small enterprise poultry health management and biosecurity practices. 
· Improved understanding of disease preparedness on small enterprise poultry operations. 
· Information important for policy makers and industry stakeholders. 
· Identification of educational needs and research priorities.
Dates of Study Focus and Bird Types 
Most questions will refer to the past 12 months. Only a few questions may refer to a different time frame or general practices that will not have a time frame referenced. Some questions refer to specific bird types or ask about the three bird types separately (broilers, table egg layers, and meat turkeys) within the same question, while others ask about any poultry or other birds on the operation. 

When asking these questions, be sure to emphasize the time frame and bird type referenced so they are clear in the respondent’s mind.
If a respondent does not have a particular bird type asked about, they will not answer those questions and directions will be provided to select “N/A” or skip the question. Please make sure this is documented where indicated.
Screener Question
Section A, Question 1 – Screener for any chickens for table egg production (layers), chickens for meat production (broilers), or turkeys for meat production in the past 12 months.

This question should be asked of all respondents to the questionnaire. 


· If the respondent did not have any layers, broilers, or meat turkeys in the past 12 months (first column), then mark “No” for Questions A.1.a, A.1.b, and A.1.c and skip to Section I on page 20. 
· If there is additional information the respondent provides, it can be added to Section I, Questions 4-6. Question 5 is meant to track the reason why the respondent did not participate. Question 4 is a comment box for the respondent and Question 6 is a comment box for NASS. The Office Only Use box should also be completed.
· If the respondent had any layers, broilers, or meat turkeys in the past 12 months, mark “Yes” as the response to Question A.1.a, A.1.b, and/or A.1.c and continue the survey.
